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from the editor

Happy summer 2016! First of all... Isn’t that about the coolest cover page you have ever seen? Thank you Sean Stalteri for your
expert driving and photography... or, dronography as they say. This issue was exciting as contributions came pouring in. This is
our first issue with a comic strip in it folks. How cool is that? We also celebrate a Point Lookout Olympic athlete who is headed to
Rio next month for the Para-Olympics! We celebrate the final results of a monumental collaboration to bring a new playground
to the children of Point Lookout, just in time for summer, when it really matters. We celebrate artistic talent in the form of a
Point Lookout painter, Kathy Lechler. We celebrate the stories that remind us of what is really important: family, community, and
love. We also celebrate the life of Tom Dowling, who has been a major support to the Point Lookout Historical Society and the
community for decades. The world needs more civic-minded people like him.
Thank you all who have contributed stories, images and ideas for this issue. This little magazine is definitely a labor of love and the
whole Community Outlook team can attest to that. Where we find the time to pull this together is difficult to say. But it is SO fun to
see what happens every issue because I never really know what the final result will be. I can say however that is is always a lovely
reflection of you.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS! Poets, Artists, Photographers, and Budding Authors:
About Folks- up to 1000 words.

To the Collective Point Group submissions up to 2000 words. Point

Off the Point- 250-750 words by Point Lookouters far away.

Arti-Facts Mash Ups up to half page, re-mix historical artifacts

Kids Point (Pre-K through grade 5) up to 250 words or half a page

New! Point Lookout Comic Strips up to a full page

from the point of view of our young Point Lookouters. This can

Deadlines for article submissions are rolling. Prospective

be anything you want: book/ movie reviews, interviews, photo

new authors: Please send a short description of your proposed

essays, poems, artwork- you are the author of your dreams.

contribution or article idea to the editor at PO Box 28 or e mail it

Tween the Points (grades 6 through 8) up to 750 words- see above

to: annholt@pointhistorical.org

Point Perspectives (grades 9-12) up to 1500 words. Get Published!

NOTE: Articles should be written in 12 pt. font and double

General Articles about Point Lookout up to 2000 words.

spaced for easier review.
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PASTOR’S

OUTLOOK

A

“You are
blessed”
nd the Lord God commanded the man saying, from any tree

how blessed we are to have them. It’s a little list called “You

of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the

Are Blessed.”

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat for in the day you

• If you own just one Bible you are abundantly blessed. One

eat from it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17)

third of the world does not have access to a Bible.

Do you remember that old Bible story of Adam and Eve? I

• If you attend a church meeting without fear of harassment,

emphasized “any tree” and “eat freely” to show how generous

arrest, torture or death, you are more blessed than almost 3

and good God is. In a perfect garden of paradise there must

billion people in our world.

have been thousands of trees all of which God said they could

• If you have money in the bank, your wallet, and spare change

enjoy and eat for free? Only one tree out of all those trees was

in a dish somewhere in your home, you are among the top 8%

forbidden. Yet, I am sure you know the story. That was the one

of the worlds most wealthy.

tree Adam and Eve ended up focusing on and wanting.

• If you can read this message, you are more blessed than over 2

The Bible shows that from the very beginning, human nature

billion people in the world who cannot read at all.

has this vulnerability to overlook all the good things in life,

When Jesus was walking on the road to Jericho a blind man

and focus on the little we don’t have. Did that ever happen to

was crying out to him so he came over and asked him what he

you with any of your kids at Christmas? You buy them three

wanted. He said “Lord I want to see.” Jesus granted his request.

out of the four things they asked for and yet they seem to

Perhaps we need to ask the Lord the same thing at times when

remember the one thing you didn’t get them.

we lose sight of what he has granted us: not to mention a great

If you placed a black dot on a blank white sheet of paper, what

town, a wonderful beach and a summer to enjoy it all in. You’re

is it that most people will see if you ask them? Even though

blessed!

99.9% of the paper is white they will look and say they see
a dot. We have a tendency to see the glass half empty rather
than half full.

God Bless,

Sometimes we need help to get our eyes off the one tree we

- Pastor Greg

can’t have, or the dot and the half empty glass. Often we need
to ask God to help us see the good things he has given us.

Point Lookout Sky, Photo by: Jessica Schatz Brennan

Here’s a few things that most of us probably have but forget
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-ROLAND DONOHUE

T

he Fishing Club held its annual ball last
January at the Fishermen’s Catch. There
were approximately ninety guests, and
as the cliché goes – a good time was

had by all. As you could guess if you read
the last issue of the Outlook, Joe McGraw
was a shoo-in to win the prestigious George
Wiesendanger trophy for dock fisherman of the
year 2015. Since Joe was sojourning in sunny
Florida, the award was accepted on his behalf
by his son, Scott.
Our other major award is the Frank Balchaitis
trophy which is presented every year to the
winning team in our Lithuanian horseshoe
tournament. This contest is held annually at
our summer picnic which we have at Ted’s
Fishing station every year. Last year’s winning
duo were Peter Doheny and Teddy McAleer. It
was a very joyous and raucous occasion.
However, not long after the ball, tragedy
struck when Teddy passed away unexpectedly while on a business trip. Teddy was a
great young guy. He is survived by his wife
and daughter. Needless to say, the club was
devastated as were the people of our little
hamlet. Of course, we extend our heartfelt
condolences to his wife and daughter. May
Teddy rest in peace.
Congratulations are in order for Tom
Doheny on his appointment to the position of Commissioner of Conservation and

Fishing Photos Courtesy of Kevin Halpin

Waterways by Town of Hempstead Supervisor,
Anthony Santino.

Let’s not embarrass our

new commissioner by one of us being arrested for poaching while fishing from Scotty’s
dock.

POINT LOOKOUT

FISHING
CLUB
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Therefore, we always ask all our

members to register with the Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC) before the
summer “fishoffs” begin. Since your reporter
is a complete dummy – still computer illiterate, I find the easiest way to register is by
phone. Simply dial 1-866-983-2267. A nice
lady named Tanya takes down your information and BINGO – it’s all done!
The fluke season opened from May 17th and
goes until September 21st. To be a “keeper”
the fish must be at least 18 inches in length.
Every angler is limited to no more than five

“keepers.” For one of us to get five keepers in one session would

people we don’t know who attended caught a lot of fish and

be akin to the miracle of the loaves and the fishes!

had a good time.

At our April meeting our new commissioner was also our guest

The Irish Dayworkers are still in existence, but during the

speaker. Tom gave us a talk on a topic which is near and dear

winter months, they were dispersed all over the planet.

to our hearts – the beach. The beach replenishment project,

Unfortunately, the poorer members were forced to hunker

which was rejected a number of years ago, chiefly by the

down in the park for their daily meetings since Jack Keating’s

residents of the City of Long Beach (much to their chagrin at a

buddy, Richie Chernoff refused them shelter. On my way down

later date) is finally going to get underway. The good citizens

to south Florida, I spent a pleasant afternoon with Helen and

of Long Beach did not want the project to impede their view

Billy Magale at Ponce Inlet, Florida. On the way back, I intend

of the ocean. But, when Sandy arrived, and the ocean was now

to visit Muffin and Jim Reilly at their new abode in Pineapple

in their backyards – they rapidly changed their minds, and the

Pines, Florida.

project was finally approved. The replenishment project will

Bill and Marie Kelly had a few people over for dinner at their

start in the Point and then progress in a westerly direction.

sumptuous condo on Hutchinson Island. It was truly the social

While it may be an inconvenience, it is necessary and will ben-

register of Point Lookout. There was Jim and Katie Cox, June

efit us all in the long run.

Hoolahan, Bobby Munro, Janice O’Callaghan, Mary Donahue,

Also it was announced that our monthly meetings will now be

Catherine Heneghan, Rosemary and Greg Fleming, Jim and Kay

on the last Thursday of the month. And the meeting will start

Fiesel, Joe and Fran Prinzivalli, Mark and Eileen Gallagher, and

at 7 PM.

last but not least, yours truly and the bride. They really know

Joe Prinzivalli organized a fishing trip out of Jupiter inlet, Florida.

how to throw a party.

It was scheduled for March 15th, and many of us were very

Rumor has it that our president, Herb Abbe, is leaving us as his

enthused and raring to go. Then Joe got to thinking – March

house is for sale. We hope he stays in the area but feel he is

15th is a bad day for Italians. He remembered that Julius Caesar

heading west. Also, we wish our long-time member and our host

met his untimely demise on March 15, 44B.C. at the hands of

at the Fishermen’s Catch, Bruce Larsen, a speedy recovery from

Brutus, et al. “Beware the Ides of March!” So, Joe put the trip

his recent surgery. Fuzzy Joe McGuire came out of hiding. He

off for a couple of days – March 17th. This wasn’t a good deal

shaved off his beard. That’s it for the Fishing News...

either. All of us Irish were marching. Joe reports that all the
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POINT LOOKOUT FIRE DEPART MENT

NEWS
T

We thank those
who are willing and able
to step up and serve
as an officer

his year has moved along rapidly. It has been a busy few

Point Lookout – Lido Fire Department, the last one being back in

months for us. In March we had our annual equipment

the early 1930s. Good luck to everyone who serves especially in an

and personnel inspection. In April we had our depart-

officer role that they make good decisions and keep those under

ment and company elections. Returning for another year is our

their charge safe.

Chief of Department Daniel Wiener, First Assistant Chief Brian

In early May we welcomed the Nassau County Girl

Guerin and Second Assistant Chief Jared Siegelman. For our

Scout Troop of the Island Beach Association, Troop #2462 to our

companies we saw some new faces…

firehouse to earn some merit badges both in safety, firefighting

Our company officers for the 2016-2017 term are:

and EMS. Lieutenant Robin Dunn reviewed EMS with the girls

Action Engine Company #1: Captain Rob Prince 1st Lt. Josh

and basic first aid techniques. Captain Chris Guerin put on all

Riskin

his firefighting gear to demonstrate what a firefighter would

Renegade H & L Company #2: Captain Chris Guerin 1st Lt. Cody

look like if your house was on fire. Several weeks later we

Walsh

welcomed the Life Skills class of the Long Beach High School

Lido Engine Company: Captain Zach Grunther 1st Lt. Harrison

which is a group of students, many of whom are affected by

Weitz 2nd Lt. Deirdre Hannett

Autism. Lieutenants Deirdre Hannett and Josh Riskin along with

First Aid and Rescue Company: Captain Brian Powers 1st Lt. Chas

Firefighters Richard Beckwith and Jack Balsamo demonstrated

Thompson

some equipment and gave a tour of the firehouse and fire

2nd Lt. Pat O’Neill

Fire Police Company: Captain Robert Main 1st Lt. Alan Levy 2nd

trucks. And in both cases we remind everyone of the basics. If

Lt. Robin Dunn

your clothes catch fire “Stop, Drop, and Roll”, Firefighters are our

These company officers along with the Chiefs are the
administration of our fire department and run the daily operations. We thank those that are willing and able to step up and
serve as an officer.
Along with this the 2nd Battalion Fire District, which
encompasses Baldwin, Freeport, Island Park, Long Beach,

friends and there to help and if you find yourself in a house on
fire “Stay Low and Go”.

Stop, Drop, and Roll
Stay Low and Go

Oceanside and Point Lookout – Lido elected their slate of

Our Junior Fire Program is now a full functioning

officers for 2016-2017 and once again one of our very own,

Explorer Post of the Boy Scouts designated Post # 250. Boys and

Ex-Chief Denis Collins, was elected for another term as Chairman

girls ages 14 to 17 participate in this program. They are very

of the 2nd battalion. That election it made him eligible for

active with the county association and this summer two of our

and ultimately elected to Chairman of the Nassau County Fire

members will participate in a county “fire camp” program called

Commission. This is a very prestigious honor for Chief Collins, his

“Fahrenheit 516” hosted by the Nassau County Fire Service

family, us as the host department, and the 2nd battalion. Each

Academy where they will get the opportunity to learn hands-on

of the 9 battalions in Nassau have a chairman that all serve as

skills taught by County Fire Instructors.

the Nassau County Fire Commission. This is only the 3rd or 4th

On Monday May 30th we held our Annual Community

time in almost 90 years that the 2nd battalion has had repre-

Service and Breakfast at Headquarters in Point Lookout to Honor

sentation as the chairman and the 2nd time in the same span for

those who have given their lives in service to their community
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and Country. Our District Chaplain Rabbi Paul Hoffman and Pastor

ed cars to train on auto extrication. We are able to simulate auto

Greg spoke and we were also reminded of the day’s significance

accidents and practice the use of our tools like the “Jaws of Life.”.

by the aforementioned Girl Scout Troop. We thank everyone for

-Brian S. Guerin

their participation. Sharing in the same patriotism, July 4th was
our Annual Parade Celebrating Independence Day.
On Sunday June 12th we had the honor of participating in the rededication of the flag pole at the Community Church
along with the Coast Guard and Civic Association. The history of
the church property and the flag pole are part of Point Lookout
culture and part of what makes our community so special. Thank
you to Pastor Greg and all those involved for preserving this
piece of history.
I have mentioned it before; but I want to remind
everyone of the importance of having the proper paperwork
with loved ones who are medically impaired such as a “Do Not
Resuscitate” (DNR) order or any other legal medical documents
like proxys or “M.O.L.S.T.” forms. If someone is at home and they
have a DNR then it MUST be, by law, an “at home” DNR, it must
be signed by a doctor and it must be physically with the patient.
Having to wait for it to be “faxed” over or available for review if
needed is not acceptable. This is a state law any E.M.T. in NYS is
bound to follow. We don’t wish to violate anyone’s final request
or to sustain suffering or go against family wishes but if the
proper paperwork isn’t in place we are legally bound to initiate
care. Generally, when we are dispatched to an medical alarm our
goal and responsibility is to transport that patient to a hospital.
Please take the time to review all the necessary paperwork with
your healthcare provider or hospice or any at home health aides.
Our annual Fund Drive is underway. You have all been so generous in the past and we count on your continued support in the
coming year. Remember that all donations are tax deductible.
Another way to contribute is donation of old cars. We use donatThe Community Outlook -Summer 2016 | Volume 69 - www.communityoutlook.org | 9

TOP GUN
By:
Eldjima Djandabri-Holt “Ellie”

AND THE F-14

I

by Bob Doxsee

n terms of a STAND UP GUY, my all- time personal hero

bombed the home islands of Japan. This was an unprecedented

was three star Vice Admiral Tom Connolly, U. S. Navy,

and untested mission. The lead plane, taking off from the

b1909-d1996. A 1933 U.S. Naval Academy graduate, Vice

shortest available flight deck, was flown by then Colonel Jimmy

Admiral Tom Connolly retired from the Navy in 1971 after 38

Doolittle. It’s called leading by example. An army bomber had

years of distinguished service. At the outbreak of World War II

never taken off from the deck of a carrier much less sixteen of

he was completing a master’s degree in aeronautic engineer-

them–and without the benefit of a catapult. It was unheard of

ing at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. During World

and there was no turning back. Although they caused minimal

War II, Connolly commanded 40 pilots and 1,200 Navy person-

damage the raid was a huge morale booster for the American

nel and earned his share of decorations. He later served as a

people. It humiliated the Japanese high command and forced

test pilot and directed a training school for astronauts, includ-

them to retain many more ships in home waters, which could

ing John Glenn and Alan B. Shepard. He was commander of

have affected the outcome of the Battle of Midway. Prior to

the Naval Air Force Pacific Fleet in 1965; became a test pilot

that battle, which began on June 4th 1942, Admiral Halsey was

and co-authored a university-level text book on aerodynam-

confined to hospital. When he was asked by Admiral Nimitz to

ics. He established the Navy’s elite Top Gun Test Pilot Training

name his replacement he unequivocally named Admiral Ray

Center, and was the first flag officer assigned for Navy Space

Spruance, who forever after would be known as “Spruance of

Requirements and Programs. During his 38-year career, he also

Midway.” In the movie, Bob Mitcham played Halsey and Glen

commanded two aircraft carriers and was director of the Navy’s

Ford played Spruance. Spruance went on to become a master

Strike Warfare Division and Assistant Chief of Naval Operations

strategist of naval warfare. The American victory at Midway

for Fleet Operations and later served in high level Pentagon

went down in history as second only in decisiveness to the

posts. With this background behind him he became Deputy

Battle of Trafalgar. Sailors liked to brag about what ship they

Chief of Naval Operations for Air in 1966.

served on except those that served with Halsey. They would

In no uncertain terms he was destined to receive his

brag-“I’m with Halsey.” Halsey overheard two sailors talking

fourth star and reach the exalted rank of full admiral. Then came

about him. One said-“I’d go anywhere with that old S.O.B.

the TFX (Tactical Fighter Experimental) fiasco and everything

Halsey could not let that go and confronted the men. “Listen

changed. In the 1960’s the Navy needed an all-weather, carrier-

here, young fellows”, said he, “I’m not that old.”

based Fleet Defense Fighter with big radar and six long-range

Another favorite Admiral was “Swede” Momsen (1896-

air-to-air missiles. Enter Robert Strange McNamara. McNamara

1967). “Swede” was a pioneer in the rescue of trapped submari-

was born in 1916, in San Francisco, California. In 1937, he

ners. He invented the “Momsen Lung”, a device worn by sailors

graduated with a degree in economics from the University of

escaping a sunken sub, who would rebreathe their own exhaled

California in Berkeley, Ca. and earned his master’s degree from

air after it was filtered through a canister of soda lime which

Harvard in 1939. Bob McNamara was a proponent of systems

removed carbon dioxide from the exhaled air and then replen-

analysis which was a complicated way of analyzing and solving

ished the air with oxygen. The Momsen lung saved its first lives

problems. During WW2 he served in the Army Air Corps under

in October 1944, when eight submariners used it to reach the

General Curtis LeMay, analyzing the effectiveness of bombers,

surface after Submarine “Tang” sank in 180 feet of water in the

especially the B29. After the war he worked for Henry Ford 2nd

East China Sea. He also initiated and contributed to the devel-

where he helped revitalize the failing Ford Motor Company.

opment of a diving bell that could be attached to the hatch of

Within one month of becoming president of Ford, newly elected

a sunken sub. Several men could enter the bell at a time and

President John F Kennedy tapped McNamara as his Secretary of

could be raised to the surface. “Swede” directed the rescue of

Defense.

33 crewmen of Submarine “Squalus”, which sank in May 1939 in

But let me digress...
On April 18, 1942, sixteen U.S. Army Air Corps B-25

243 feet of water off Portsmouth, New Hampshire during a test
dive, due to failure of the main induction valve. Working from

Mitchel Bombers took off from the deck of the U.S. Carrier

the submarine rescue ship “USS Falcon “with the bell, all 33

“Hornet” under the command of Admiral “Bull” Halsey and

surviving crewmen were rescued; 26 men perished who were
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trapped in a flooded compartment. She was raised, renamed

the F-111; and Connolly said no. Then he asked him if a more

as “Sailfish” and served valiantly during the war in the Pacific.

powerful engine would solve the problem. In a moment of

Her conning tower stands at the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard in

frustration, Connolly blurted out-“Senator, there is not enough

Kittery, Maine as a memorial to her lost crewmen.

thrust in Christendom to fix that airplane”. From that moment,

In the motion picture “Operation Pacific” John Wayne

Congress withheld funding and the F-111 went down in flames

played the part of the submarine captain who solved the prob-

along with Connolly’s fourth star. Taking the best of the F-111,

lem of the poorly designed and faulty Mark 14 torpedo that

Connolly threw himself into the development of the F-14 along

plagued our submariners for the first two years of WW2. Wayne

with Grumman engineers.

did this by suspending torpedoes from a crane boom and drop-

In March 1972 Admiral Elmo Zumwalt, Chief of Naval

ping them, supposedly discovering a defective spring. In real

Operations, outlined the importance of the F-14 to the US

life, “Swede” Momsen fired live torpedoes into an underwater

Navy: “The F-14 weapons system is one of the highest priority

cliff. This resulted in discovering the problem with the firing

items, It will be capable of tracking and evaluating multiple

mechanism.

targets and of controlling up to six independent Phoenix mis-

Anyway, back to the TFX...

siles simultaneously. This multi-shot capability is what the

The Navy needed a long-range, high-endurance inter-

Navy must possess to survive and operate forces in face of

ceptor to defend its carrier battle groups against long-range

enemy air and missile concentrations. The increase in effective-

anti-ship missiles launched from enemy ships and aircraft. The

ness over the single shot F-4 is more than 4:1 when outnum-

U.S. Navy needed a fleet air defense aircraft with powerful

bered by even moderately high performance threats.” In other

radar, and long range missiles, capable of engaging multiple

words, the F-14 was a major advance in fleet fighters as well as

targets simultaneously and at the same time able to mix it up

high capability as a weapons system. The motion picture TOP

with the nimble Soviet MIG.

GUN, starring Tom Cruise, immortalized the F-14. In my view

The Navy was ordered to participate in the Tactical
Fighter Experimental (TFX) program with the U.S. Air Force by

neither Cruise nor Connolly were the Top gun, rather the F-14
itself.

Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara.** Bob McNamara was

Admiral Tom Connolly never saw his fourth star, but

obsessed with the concept of “commonality”. He wanted the

had the satisfaction of being responsible for providing his

same plane built for the Air Force and the Navy, thus saving

country with the best machine possible. He is also the only

on design and manufacturing costs. Out of the TFX program

admiral honored by having a Navy fighter named for him-TOM

came the F-111. The F-111A for the Air Force and F-111B for

CAT.

the Navy. The results were very bad news for the Navy. It was
argued that the F-111B was unstable and too heavy for its
thrust to take off from carriers. It was not designed for the
repeated stresses of catapult launching and arrested landings.
Admiral Tom Connolly flew the F-111B and discovered that it
had difficulty going supersonic and had poor carrier landing
characteristics. It lacked the power to generate sufficient accel-

Terms:

eration in mil power*on approach to the carrier.

* Mil power- military power -In the Navy, it is full thrust without

But what McNamara wants McNamara gets. In spite

afterburner, limited to 30Minutes. After that time, a reduced

of the Navy’s vehement objections the project went forward.

“normal” rated power setting must be used.

The Secretary of Defense solved the problem by decree-“You

** The longest and most extensive investigation of this kind

will do this” Bureaucracy at its worst.

ended with the release by the Senate Permanent Subcommittee

Senator John Stennis was Chairman of the Senate Armed

on Investigations of its final report on the contract for the

Services Committee and was sympathetic to the Navy’s dilem-

notorious TFX (Tactical Fighter Experimental), later to be

ma. In May 1968 he held senate hearings. ** The Secretary of

known as the F-111. This was the largest single military con-

the Navy answered Senator Stennis’s inquires and stood by

tract of the Kennedy-Johnson-McNamara years, and one of the

the Navy’s (BOB McNamara’) position. Other “experts “also fol-

biggest blunders. The investigation stretched out over seven

lowed the party line in a classic case of CYA. Finally Senator

years. The hearings fill thirteen volumes.

Stennis, in desperation, called Admiral Connolly to the stand.
Connolly was the right man in the right place at the right
time. He was asked if he thought more funding should go into
The Community Outlook -Summer 2016 | Volume 69 - www.communityoutlook.org | 11

ABOUT FOLKS
Faith and Fear

“If one cannot have faith without
fear, then consider the reward of
faith as the product of fear.”

BY LAUREL MAHONEY

I

s it unusual to live over thirty five years without the
knowledge of fear? And is it unusual to live your
whole life with only half a faith? The day I discovered

both, dawned like any other for our family of seven. It was a
Saturday in June- a lovely combination in our little town. The
children were off from school and headed for the beach down
the street. It was a good chance to catch up on my neglected
housework. My oldest son was delivering papers on that day
and my husband was working at a job in town.The scene was
set for an agonizing afternoon that was to come. In order to get
my work done quickly and enjoy the beach, I sent my two year
old baby boy to the waterside with his eight year old sister, Susie

there, I

and ten year old brother, James. Between them they had taken
care of the youngest many, many times before.
At noon my husband came home for lunch and we ate alone, chatting about the job and then the children. I told him that I warned
the two about watching the baby with care, and if they lost him
they were not to come home until they found him. After I drove
my husband back to work, I stopped at the beach to check on their
play. My daughter came to the car to tell me they had lost the baby,
but I just simply told her to find him and went on my way home.
After another hour passed, the boy came home and I asked where
the baby was. He told me that they hadn’t found him yet. I ran back
to the beach with James, and was met by the patrolman on duty.
He told me that he had alerted the lifeguards, his precinct, and the
Coast Guard. My panic was not mounting at this moment because
the beach was crowded and I felt sure someone had seen Danny
and he was safe. To the left of our beach is a treacherous channel with very large boulders separating the sand from the water.
Danny and I often sat on these boulders watching the small craft
sail by and waving to the people on board. He was always fascinated by this sight and I always had to force him to come home
with me. Now, as I ran to this spot, the water in the channel was
rough and those boulders were wet and slippery. It was then I was
convinced my blonde curly haired baby was gone forever.
I ran back to the beach entrance, where my fellow townspeople must
have sensed I was in trouble. They rallied to my aid by volunteering to
drive their cars all around town, looking in backyards, garages, cellars
and homes, while calling his name. Our town is not large. It is eleven
blocks long and three blocks wide,so it could easily be covered quickly.I
hurried home for my car calling Danny all the way, but no answer came.
After checking our house, yard and garage to make sure he was not

ventured forth to find him
on my own. When I arrived at the main street I decided to alert
my husband, but by the time I got to him, two neighbors had already
picked him up in their car. I had no idea where they would look, but I
went to the first residential street to canvas the yard. It was now that
my panic began to build because although I was calling “Danny-Boy”,
every child was answering. Just as if in a nightmare I would rush to the
answering voice only to find it was not my baby. By the time I came to
the last house, I was convinced I could not do this alone and I needed
help fast.
In the meantime, my husband, who is an active member of the
volunteer fire department, went straight to the firehouse to sound
the general alarm. He has pulled this lever hundreds of times, but
he could not do it then. A fellow fireman had heard the bad news
via the grapevine and had to come to his aid in pulling the right
handle. When the alarm finally rang I was on my way to find anyone who could join me. It seemed no time at all when my husband
passed me speeding in a police car, going in the very direction that
I had just come from. There wasn’t time or presence of mind now
to tell him I had just been there. My close neighbors, who have
a boy the same age as Danny-Boy were starting out to hunt too.
By now the whole town knew the story. Evidently my neighbor’s
husband took one look at me and decided that I was in a state not
to be alone, so his wife came with me. When she got in the car, I
traveled one block and stopped dead asking her for instructions.
My own common sense had left me and I did not know where to
go or what to do. Under her guidance, I headed for the beach. She
said “when they find the baby, they will bring him there”. I have
no idea what street I traveled nor where I left the car, but was
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told later that anyone watching me drive thought surely I would

at this time was the priest telling the man outside as he left,

have an accident before I arrived at my destination. When we got

“She will be all right, she is very deep in prayer”. And so I was.

to the beach, the ambulance was there. My first and only thought

I sincerely felt safe in the knowledge that this whole business

was that the baby was in there and they were trying to revive him

was out of my hands, or any human effort. If this is faith, then I

from drowning. So again like some terrible nightmare, I tried to

consider myself to be fortunate indeed to experience it.

run to the ambulance but my legs would not move. At this point I

Before I started the third decade of the rosary, I heard a growing

must have fainted because the next thing I remember, I was laying

cheer. More than cheers, but laughter and tears as everyone on

down on a stretcher in the ambulance.

the beach saw my baby being brought to me. He looked bewil-

There was a buzz of voices from the outside that sounded far

dered and a little comical in the fire chief’s hat. He was so tired

from reality. I heard a few comments such as “if she did not have

and dirty. I still could not rise but started to cry when I saw him

so many children, she could take better care of them”, and “this

safe and sound. Danny hadn’t been crying or frightened till then,

incident has unnerved me so that I am going back to the city for

even tho he wandered over two miles. His fat little legs carried

the summer”. All the talk was a result of the spectators concern.

him over the dunes and through the puddles until an officer

Those who knew our family were in tears at our prospective loss

spotted him. Then, just as if he had walked around the corner for

and those who were strangers were cruel. I now count the latter

a visit, he came to me knowing he had done something wrong.

as products of anxiety. When my oldest son tried to comfort me, it

He asked why I was crying. It was impossible to explain such a

was an impossible job because this boy adores his baby brother,

thing to a two year old, so I just hugged him as hard as I could. I

as only the eldest in a large family can for the youngest. I knew

held him like I would never let go again. My other two children

most of the crowd outside were in sympathy for us but I kept my

who had been responsible for him were standing on the sidelines.

eyes shut tight against reality.

They were not neglected because my neighbors were comforting

We are not a very religious family as we should be in our par-

them and rejoicing with them. They had not cried either until this

ticular faith, but I turn to it always in an hour of need. Everyone

moment but broke down with relief when the ordeal was over.

needs something they can depend on and I found out then and

We drove home in the ambulance, which thrilled the baby no end,

there that faith does move mountains. I could taste the fear like

and there for the first time I saw my husband in the seat next to

a rancid piece of fruit. I felt it in my heart like a vice making me

the driver. His color had been the grey of a man who was very ill,

sick and sapping my strength. Many times I tried to get up and

but in no time at all the normal hue returned. He had run, swam,

do something, but like in a drugged state I could not control

drove and searched to the point of exhaustion and was now reap-

my limbs or thoughts. Some one had placed my arms across my

ing the reward just by looking at his youngest child. As we drove

chest and there they stayed. My legs kept falling off the stretcher

along I watched him talk to his baby. I wondered if this strong man

on one side and a kind man accompanying me kept putting

that I was married to for so long, felt God so near as I did. I felt joy-

them back on again. A Priest came in to try and comfort me and

ous for him if he did, but very sad if he did not. Was I alone in my

I cannot remember what he said or even what he looked like. I

faith? I did not ask my husband about this faith, because after our

only knew he had a bathing suit on and that he was heavy set.

experience we are growing closer by the minute. I shall find out

Perhaps I talked to him or he to me, but I do hope I was not dis-

someday, perhaps when the children are all grown. But I did feel

respectful. If I was, I am sure he understood because he stayed

I must ask about the fear that gripped me for a good part of the

with me. I tried to say a rosary on my fingers but could not coor-

past two hours. I wondered if he had ever come face to face with

dinate until someone handed me a borrowed set of beads. It took

this monstrous thing that reduced me to nothing. My husband

a long time to get through the first decade because I kept telling

told me that fear was with him on every battle he entered during

God that he couldn’t be so cruel as to take my baby from me.

World War Two. Men must be very strong to live with daily fear. I

I cannot tell you the time that elapsed while I waited, but I do

marvel at the fact that so many go through this emotion and still

know that when I reached the second decade of the rosary I

come out of it as normal human beings. That June day has made

became enveloped in a vacuum that shut out all the voices and

it’s mark in my life. One that I will carry with me forever just as

thoughts except my prayers. It was exactly like floating in space

one carries a scar. Mine is on my soul. That fear is ugly because

with clouds all around and a peace that I have never felt in my

no matter how sensible you try to be, the worst possible thoughts

life before. I cannot say that I was told that everything would

are there. Mine ran to drowning while my husband’s ran to kidnap-

come out good or bad, but at that point the outcome did not

ping. The faith is beautiful and if we had a stronger one before

seem to matter. No one knew this had happened to me except

this experience happened to us, our anguish would not have been

the Priest. A man in his vocation must have seen it happen a

so torturing. If one cannot have faith without fear, then consider

thousand times in as many different ways. The only thing I heard

the reward of faith as the product of fear.
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BEACH
CLEAN-UP

Thank you
Civic Association and
community volunteers!

2016 Point Lookout Beach & Cove Clean Up. Photo Credit: Alyson Paz
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The Point Lookout
Civic Association
from the Point Lookout Community Church with a problem the historical flag pole was in need of restoration; and with
Photo Credits: Robert T. Dowling

R

ecently, the Civic Association was approached by Pastor Greg

that a preservation campaign to restore the original Coast

Guard flag tower on the grounds of the Community Church
was born. Kevin Haff spearheaded an effort that reached its
financial goals within a week, and because we exceeded our
goal, the structure will be able to be properly maintained for
years to come. The rededication was a great event, and we
are proud of being able to bring the community together in
such a fashion. That is what the Civic Association is about,
helping solve problems, protecting our town, and fostering a
sense of community.

with the facility at this event that we hope will result in better

Around the area you have begun to see the initial steps of the

healthcare for the residents of our barrier island.

storm protection project that is nearly 30 years in the mak-

We also believe that fostering a sense of community is an

ing. Members of the Civic Board past and present have been

incredibly important aspect of what Civic does. Within the

diligent for 3 decades in fostering this project. And now that

coming days you will see a “Little Free Library” installed

the project is here, we will continue having an ongoing active

at the beach. This is Long Beach Library program where

dialogue with our partners on the project including the Army

residents share books with one another. The motto is “take

Corps, NYS DEC, and the contractor. Myself and others on the

a book, leave a book.” We thank the Long Beach Library for

Board will attend onsite status meetings, and we will do our

helping to bring this program to Point Lookout. This year we

best to communicate any changes and provide the community

will continue our movie night at the beach, and we hope to

with status updates as we learn more. This information will

host a music night later in the month. This year we will also

be conveyed via our eblasts and via our Point Lookout Civic

hold our 85th annual Children’s Day, one of those “things

Association Facebook page. In addition, we will continue to do

about Point Lookout” that make it special. This along with

our best in advocating for our bayside neighbors to make sure

our Halloween Walk and Welcome to Summer Party are some

that the revetment project continues to progress.

of the ways that Civic helps to build and maintain friendships

Our mandate for protecting the community does not end with

across our community.

beach restoration projects. We recently attended a South Nassau

Our events and advocacy are 100% funded through your mem-

presentation on their upgraded emergency medicine depart-

bership dues so we ask you to take a moment to see if your

ment. They recently received the prestigious Level II Trauma

membership is up to date. If you are not yet a member, please

Center designation, which will allow the facility to treat the most

take this opportunity to join the Point Lookout Civic Association

severe trauma emergencies. We began an open dialogue

with the form below. Thank you in advance for your support.
- Matthew Brennan
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POINT LOOKOUT

PARK
W

e are thrilled to see the children of

our town once again enjoying their playground.
While it was a long process, we are grateful to
the community for their patience and for remaining supportive throughout the project. We would
also like to thank Legislator Denise Ford and
Councilwoman Erin King Sweeney for helping us
to accomplish our goal. They were both instrumental in getting our playground to where it is
today..
The Point Lookout Park Project to date has raised
over $100,000, which we have used to purchase
the playground equipment, benches and pavers.
We are currently working on finalizing the plans
to install the sun shelter in the playground. Due
to the uncertainty surrounding the dredging project start dates, we have decided not to hold our 5K
this year. We hope to once again hold this event
next year.
Progress is also happening on the new community garden. We are looking forward to having the
entire area revitalized for Point Lookout residents
to enjoy for many years. As always, if there are any
questions or suggestions, please do not hesitate
to contact us at info@pointlookoutparkproject.
com.

PROJECT

PLHS

Message from the Point Lookout Historical Society
by Rary Gibson
This past April, Point Lookout
lost my Dad & one of the PLHS
patriarchs, Tom Dowling. Tom
loved the Point and throughout
his fifty-six years here he was
heavily involved in the community. During the course of his
life, he served at various times
in several capacities. A Civic
Association president, a volunteer Fire Department member, Tom was also involved in
bringing the Long Beach library
branch to Point Lookout. He
even made the town greener
along with Ludwig Meyer and
the boyscouts by planting trees
all along our streets.
Since its founding in 1993, Tom
was active in the Point Lookout
Historical Society by creating
and maintaining our website
and photo collection available
at www.flickr.com/plhs . Even at
the young age of 87 , and losing
his sight, he was our Tech Guru.
We loved him and he loved us.
He will be very missed.

T

Photo Credit: Robert T. Dowling
he Point Lookout Historical Society (PLHS) has had some exciting
events. On Thursday June 30th, we had our 3rd Annual Art & Wine
Fest at our space at 23B Bellmore Avenue. Our featured artist this
year is Kathy Lechler. Two of her beautiful acrylics were selected by
a panel of judges to reflect the beauty of Point Lookout’s Bayside
and Oceanside on privately labeled bottles of chardonnay and merlot wine bottled on L.I.’s North Fork at Osprey’s Dominion. The wines
are available for purchase while supplies last. Tuesday August 2nd,
J.A. Heneghan’s hosted our 2nd Point Lookout Trivia Night. Shana
Guerin graciously offered to MC the event again. It was a fun night
to share with friends and reminisce about the goodold days or learn
some interesting facts about this town we love.PLHS had received
a grant from the National Endowment for Humanities in 2014
for help from anexpert with how best to preserve our collections.
Michelle Belden, Bates College Archivist spent a long weekend in
June with us to access our needs and provide us with vital information for our society’s future. She alsoprovided us with a detailed
report of recommendations for better use of our space, archiving,
disaster recovery, new technology and most importantly fundraising. Michelle even got to attend the Community Church flagpole
re-dedication and barbecue.

is such a vital part of our Point Lookout history!
The sales and distribution of the blue and gold PL flags, car magnets
and new beach towels designed by Patrick Algier have been graciously gifted to PLHS by our co-partner Point Lookout Civic Association.
All profits will go directly to PLHS and community events.
On a more serious note, the PLHS is in dire need of your donations to maintain our small museum on Bellmore Ave. For many
years we had a home free of charge at Ye Old Firehouse. We
now pay rent and utilities to house and preserve Point Lookout’s
archives.
Please mail donations to PO Box 822 or drop them off at First
National Bank of Long Island’s Point Lookout branch (where
everyone knows your name).

Our treasured Community Outlook is now officially under the auspices of the PLHS. This was a natural transition since the publication

e-mail pointlookouthistoricalsociety@gmail.com

ATTENTION COMMUNITY!
The PLHS space is now available to rent as a
community resource center for small meetings,
book clubs, music lessons, study and tutoring area,
etc. Contact us if you have an idea for the space or
for more information:
or phone Rary at 516-317-5333.
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PLHS 2016 ARTIST

KATHY
LECHLER

S

BY ANN HOLT

“I envision myself making art
for many years to come. I feel
privileged everyday that God
gave me a talent to share
with other people. My art is
as much for my family as for
myself. I hope, for my children,
that I’m showing them that
following your passion is what
they should do; and whatever
it is they love to do, they can
be successful at it.”
ome of you may know about painter Kathy Lechler because

visual contexts, making quick sketches and then working in

of her murals that once adorned the walls of the Ye Olde

acrylics or watercolor, she starts the process on canvas. Starting

Firehouse.

with quick gestural drawings, then color blocking areas, little by

This year, for the third year in a row, the Point Lookout

little she layers in the details. Gradually she brings the painting

Historical Society’s Art committee put out a call to artists for

to life with bigger brush strokes, eventually infusing on the tips

submissions for their juried competition for the annual art/wine

different colors with each individual stroke.

fundraiser. Several artists submitted pieces that they think evoke

A graduate in fine art and illustration at the presti-

Point Lookout’s Bayside and Oceanside, as the Red and White

gious SVA (The School of Visual Arts) in New York City, Kathy

labels on the wine of Long Island’s Osprey Dominion vineyard

says that the SVA experience was an “explosive way into the art

and Katherine Lechler was the chosen winner this year. I recently

world and what it was really about.” The New York Art Scene for

got a chance to sit down and talk with Kathy about her art and

anyone is energizing and intense let alone for the art student.

inspiration and here I share her story with the Point Lookout

Kathy saw art she had never seen before, from the impression-

Community.

ists to the modern contemporaries.

Lechler paints from nature; landscapes and seascapes.

Originally born in Baldwin, New York, Kathy is one of

Artist eye always on the lookout (no pun intended), she notices

seven kids raised in a large Catholic family. She spent most of her

the possibilities of paintings around her. When this happens, she

childhood living on Long Island but her father’s job, moved the

photographs it. After photographing her subject, she researches

family around the country from California, to Massachusetts, and
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Ohio, until finally permanently settling back in New York.

to believe in what I do.” Many years ago, while she was in high

Like many parents wanting their children to become

school, Jack approached her and asked if she would be interested

financially stable, Kathy’s parents were at first skeptical about

in acting in one of his local Point Lookout productions, Our Town.

their daughter wanting to study art as a career, but they strongly

At first she politely told him, thank you… but no. He wanted her

supported and encouraged her to follow her heart and continue

to play the lead of Emily Web, and as she said, “there was no way

on her own path. Unbeknownst to them, they were the ones who

I was going to stand up on a stage, yell out pages and pages of

actually planted the artist seed in Kathy when they purchased a

lines where everyone would have to hear me!” She recalls, “At the

small drawing book for her at Christmas around the age of 9 or

time I spoke so softly, and I was kind of shy, so I couldn’t imagine

10. Shortly after, her mother recognized a budding artist in the

getting the words out and having anyone understand what I was

home. Kathy was drawing pictures of anything and everything,

saying. But, Jack seemed to see something that I couldn’t, and

and the supply of typing paper was constantly running low. More

somehow managed to talk me into doing his play.”

art supplies started arriving and Kathy became more and more

This experience taught her “it’s ok to get out of your

confident and self-directed in studying her craft. She excelled in

comfort zone, go outside of the lines, and try your best.” It made

her art classes and enjoyed filling the pages of her sketchbook.

her realize that it’s good to follow your dreams and your pas-

While still in high school, she spent a summer in New York City at

sions.

the Art Students League taking a drawing and painting class. The

I asked her how she has met the challenges of balanc-

experience solidified her desire to pursue art after high school

ing art, career and life. She said that when her children were very

and helped her prepare her art portfolio for entrance into art

young and she was working full time at a publishing company as

school.

an Art Director, she had completely stopped painting. “Babies and
Asked her about her early encounters with art, Kathy

states:

working left me no time to draw even a stick figure, and I had really forgotten about painting or drawing anything for quite a long

“My first experience at the MOMA, as a student at SVA

time.” However, still professionally connected in the art field she

was the most interesting class trip I had ever been on.

still networked with artists and often hired Illustrators and photog-

We spent hours going through the rooms, and sitting and

raphers for the magazine she worked for. However, she eventually

drawing some of the paintings we were most interested

had a turning moment.

in. I came to study and be influenced by many artists, fall-

“One day I found my watercolor paints and brushes in the

ing in love with the Impressionists from Claude Monet,

attic as I was cleaning some things out. And so I dusted

Edgar Degas, and Van Gogh, to name a few.”

them off. I did a painting from a photo I had taken of a

Her later encounter with well-known painter Chuck Close was

few red wagons on Fire Island, all lined up in a row. It

very influential too – particularly in terms of how he looks at

took a weekend but gave me such a great feeling that I

the world from an artist’s perspective. Kathy had the opportu-

could still create something that looked nice. I started

nity to hear Close speak at a Long Beach Art League’s general

another watercolor, the choice being that with my small

meeting. She said of the experience,

kids, water colors were pretty quick and I could do them

“Here was this man, who is one of our greatest contem-

at night after the kids went to sleep. Eventually it blos-

porary modern artists, sitting and telling how he became

somed into acrylic paintings again and as my children

an artist and his advise on making that happen. He said

got older, I was able to spend more time on my projects.

that when he started selling his work, he never sold a

Sometimes people would commission paintings of their

painting for less than $1,000.00. Painting was all he did,

homes. Tom Bauer, head of the Point Lookout Art Show

he never went out and looked for a conventional job that

asked if I would like to participate.”

would pay the bills. Painting was his job and he loved

What does the future hold? Kathy now has a small,

it – and that’s all he did because he believed in what he

bright attic studio in her house. She describes it “like a little

was doing and went forward with confidence. I’ve always

sanctuary; very quiet and peaceful.” Balancing her artwork with

remembered his advise and have been trying to live by

daily life can at times been a challenge but painting relaxes her

that… though I have two kids in college at the moment

from the stress of everyday life. On weekend mornings usually

so I can’t ditch the day job just yet!”

before sunrise, she goes up to her studio and paints for a couple

Another influence for Kathy is her friend Jack O’Connell, a fine

hours with a fresh hot coffee. Or, after a hard day if there is

gentleman who is an accomplished actor. She says, “I’ve watched

some time, she’ll wander upstairs and paint. Her dog Daisy likes

Jack over the years work hard to better his craft and become the

to keep her company in the studio. 				

great actor that he is today. He helped give me the confidence

Over the last few years she has focused more attention to the

Web for people to see and enjoy her artwork. Her advice for emerging artists to be successful?
“Going to art school for formal training, making and expanding
on connections with people in the art world is very important.
Start with your family and friends, if they like your art and want
to have it, great. Because then they will have friends who will
see your work and they may want to buy it as well.”
Courtesy Nicole Koenig Passman

Kathy acknowledges that there are many levels to being
“successful” as an artist. “If you want to be the next Andy Warhol or
something, you have to get yourself out there and take every avenue
you can find.” However, a slow, sustained effort in getting work out
there for people to see has its benefits too. Kathy admits, “It has been a
slow process for me because I’ve had my family and being there for my
children and being a mother has been more important. But I set goals
for myself every year.”
Social media and my website has been a boost for her. Showing artwork and exhibiting is challenging with a fulltime career because
it takes time and preparation on the back end –– looking for open
calls from art galleries, keeping an up to date resume and artist statement. Kathy is increasingly putting more effort into promoting her work.
Recently a small gallery in Eastport that hosts juried exhibits, The Mill
Pond House Gallery chose a piece for a group exhibition. Once, even her
friend Sheila Meyer even hosted an art exhibit in her home! You can see
Kathy’s work on her website at www.Black-Bird-Studio.com

Thursday September 1st, 6:30 pm
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!!
Exhibition and Reception at the
POINT LOOKOUT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
23B bellmore ave
highlighting favorite works from their first
four-week summer session
directed by Photographer Nicole Koenig Passman
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Shannon Culkin-Llewelyn
interviews Point Lookout’s own...

Lora Webster-Bargellini

THE ROAD TO RIO
I

Tell me about your Road to Rio Lora!
was always an extremely active kid and I played every sport
I could when I was growing up. When I was 11, I was playing on 2 basketball teams when a pain in my knee became
worrisome. After a ton of tests, the doctors told us that I had

osteosarcoma (bone cancer) below my left knee and would have
to undergo chemotherapy and surgery to remove the tumor.
Within 6 days, our lives had been completely upended as we
focused all our energy on our new normal. When faced with the
decision of which surgery to have to remove the tumor, my parents allowed me to choose how I wanted to live the rest of my
life. I chose to have a surgery called rotationplasty which would
allow me to return to being the active kid that I was. The surgery
would remove the tumor and my knee, then rotate the remaining
part of my lower leg 180 degrees and connect it to the remaining part of my femur. This would make my now backwards ankle
joint into my new, fully functioning knee joint. After the surgery,
I was up and walking again as soon as I was allowed, and was

drove me to fight for a spot on my high school teams, which was

back to playing sports within a couple of months.

solidified when my team won the Arizona State championship

It was during a club volleyball tournament in California when

my senior year of high school. I had the opportunity to play in

I was approached about playing sitting volleyball for the US

college, just like her, but decided to focus on sitting volleyball

Paralympic Team. I was hesitant to try it at first because I had

and hopefully get more people involved in sports after an illness

worked so hard to be seen as a “normal” player on the volley-

or accident changed their life.

ball court and I didn’t want to be associated with anything for
“disabled” people. That was not me. But after attending the first

What brought you to Point Lookout?

training camp for the women’s team in February of 2003, I was

When I was 19 I met my now husband at a volleyball tourna-

hooked. I loved volleyball and the sitting game was the exact

ment in New Orleans in 2006. After the Beijing Games in 2008, I

same sport, only faster and more difficult. Since then, I have

moved from where I was training in Edmond, Oklahoma to Point

travelled around the world playing a sport that I love and have

Lookout and I have been here ever since. We now have 3 kids

competed and medaled in 3 Paralympic Games; Bronze in Athens

who adore living here and everything that it offers them. I travel

in 2004, and Silvers in both the 2008 Beijing and 2012 London

a lot, especially during Paralympic years, which isn’t easy once

Games.

you have kids. All of our family lives out of state, but the friends
we have made in town have been so supportive and helpful.

Who are your influences as a person and and athlete?

Knowing that I am leaving them in such a wonderful community

I grew up watching my older sister play volleyball. After the can-

where we have neighbors who can help us out if needed, takes

cer, volleyball became my primary sport and so I tried to emulate

away some of the stress of being away.

her as best as I could. We were slightly competitive in my house
and I wanted to be good enough to beat her! She was what
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ASEBALL AT THE POINT
by Jimmy Howard

would imagine for the majority of us when we mention our

wasn’t scheduled to play that night, you were down at the field
watching the other teams play and hoping the results of that
night’s game favored you in the standings.

town the first thing that comes to our minds would be our

It was also about watching the older players perform on the

beautiful beach and waters that we are fortunate to have as our

teams that were known as the Coots, Gulls, Mallards and Pipers.

playground. I don’t believe anyone of us would dispute this. As

The rosters of these teams consisted of names like Bottari,

for me the activity that stood in the forefront during my youth

DeLelio, McCloskey, McMahon, Ottavino, Puglisie, Ryan, Sheldon

would have to be the game of baseball.

and Tompkins. I still can remember the great pitching duels of

After spending over 25 years out in eastern Suffolk I recently

Bobby German against Pat Erickson. It was Point Lookout ver-

returned home this past October. While in the process of moving

sion of Tom Seaver vs. Don Drysdale. Along with that I cannot

I stumbled onto this photo that was in the Long Beach Herald

forget the men in blue, the umpires. The three men that stood

newspaper in the summer of 1968. After viewing it and reminisc-

out were Mike Castellano, Julie Miller and Bobby McMahon. Mr.

ing what this picture represents, it dawned on me how much the

McMahon was so animated he could have given former major

world has changed. I say this because in today’s world everything is

league umpire Ron Luciano a run for his money.

so organized and scripted. Today’s parents have to accompany their

As our Babe Ruth careers ended we were fortunate to continue to

kids to and from their activities. In 1968, it was a bit different. These

play during our high school years. This was possible in part by one

boys played Little League in the evening, but that wasn’t enough.

man Dennis (Moochie) Keenan. He was instrumental in helping to

So we organized a team to play in the Long Beach Recreation

bring back a Connie Mack team to the Point. He had watched us

League. This entailed for two to three mornings a week we would

play and grow through the years and felt we were good enough to

meet at the Post Office, hop on the public bus, hand our quarter fare

compete against teams from Massapequa, Seaford and Wantagh…

to the driver and head to the train station. From there we would

and we did! Along with players such as Castellano, Gambino,

walk to the Long Beach fields with our bats, gloves and spikes in

Gomez, Schrober and Scooter Scafa we held our own. Our Sunday

hand. As you can see we did quite well. We came home with the

doubleheaders at the field were the place to be!

trophy with an 11-1 record. This was an accomplishment of a group

The conclusion of the baseball season was highlighted with the

of 12 & 13 year olds who just wanted to play the game, and took

annual Father and Son dinner held at the Rec Hall. This is where we

the initiative to do so. These players are the Comerfords, Crowe,

sat with our respected teams and dads and the winning teams were

Erickson, Hetterich, Kennedy, Lokay and others were the nucleus

honored with trophies. Throughout the many dinners I attended,

of this age bracket. Throughout the years we continued to play

the one that stood out was when Jerry Coleman, former Yankee sec-

Little League, Babe Ruth and CYO. With the help of coaches such as

ond baseman and hall of fame broadcaster, came to speak. He told

Calcagno, Comerford, Hangley, Meny, Moore, Muratori, Sheehan and

stories of those great Yankee teams and handed out to each one of

others who showed us the proper way to play the game.

us a record album that highlighted the Yankee history.

Baseball wasn’t just when you played within the white lines. As

I would like to thank today’s Little League and Commissioner

long as you had a bat and ball it was playing softball at middle

Jim Corcoran in honoring the old timers every summer. It’s an

beach, stick ball at the rec hall, running bases on the street,

event I always look forward to. Of course the home runs were hit

whiffle ball on the driveway and for some, simply throwing a

further, fastball was faster and the fielding play in the hole more

ball against the brick wall to practice your fielding. It was what

spectacular. In all, it’s a night we all can reflect on how special it

you talked about during the day at the beach. Even if your team

was to play this game in this town and on those fields.
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Point Lookout’s
4th Annual Shark Tournament
Ted’s Fishing Station
Photos Courtesy of Aly Paz

PASSAGES
A look at a Point Lookout resident
that we lost. Pause to remember
those who have left us.

F. GREGORY BAUMANN, PH.D., MBA

,

PROFESSOR ( RESEARCH ) OF CARDIOTHORACIC SURGERY AT
NYU, DIES AT 74 F. GREGORY BAUMANN, PH.D., MBA, PROFESSOR
( RESEARCH ) OF CARDIOTHORACIC SURGERY AT NYU, DIES AT 74
Francis Gregory Baumann, a retired Professor (Research) of

music. “He was also one of the few people I ever observed who

Cardiothoracic Surgery at NYU Langone Medical Center who

actually read almost the entire issue of The Economist each

authored or co-authored numerous research papers on aortic valve

week,” said his brother-in-law, Michael McPhillips.

replacement, mitral valve disease and other studies on coronary

Although he battled Parkinson’s for ten years before succumbing

heart disease and surgical treatment out-

to pancreatic cancer in May, he faced

comes, died May 26, 2016 at his home in

these challenges with his usual intel-

Point Lookout, NY. He was 74.

ligence, dignity, grace and wit.

The cause was pancreatic cancer and

Greg was a good spouse, good brother,

complications of Parkinson’s disease,

giving caring friend, generous uncle,

said his brother, Kevin.

scientist, colleague, humorist, and men-

Greg was a graduate of Xavier High

tor to many.

School, New York City. He earned his

His guidance and sage counsel in his

undergraduate degree at St. Peter’s

more than 40 years at NYU were held

College and completed his doctorate in

in high regard by his colleagues at the

microbiology at the NYU. While tenured

University.

at NYU School of Medicine he earned

He leaves a legacy of discipline, scien-

his M.B.A. at Baruch College.

tific research, scholarship, wisdom, keen

In 1968 he married Ellen McPhillips,

intellect, grace and humor that will be

who survives him. She is an attorney,

difficult to emulate. He himself was

retired from Reed Smith LLP. They liter-

particularly proud of the fact that when

ally were childhood sweethearts hav-

he was 8, he was selected to represent

ing grown up across the street from each other in the Point.

the Catholic schools of Brooklyn on the Quiz Kids radio program

Throughout their marriage they spent their summers at Point

(which no doubt served as the catalyst to his stellar academic

Lookout and lived there full time after they retired.

career).

He is also survived by his brother Kevin (the late Patricia), who

Greg died while the Blue Angels thundered over the Point,

raised their children in Point Lookout, his sisters, Lynn Baumann

practicing for their Memorial Weekend Air Show at Jones Beach.

and the late Jean Baumann (Lynn Hurt), all now of San Diego.

Some us believe that when Greg was lifted on Eagles Wings, he

He was also the brother-in-law of Mary Lee (Andrew) Hartzell,

had a Blue Angels Fighter escort for his journey home.

Michael (Jo An) McPhillips and Mary Lou (the late George)

We miss you Doc Greg, but we know you’ll keep soaring.

McPhillips.

(A Mass of Christian Burial was held Monday May 30, at Our Lady

Greg’s keen mind embraced many interests. He was an accom-

of Miraculous Medal R.C. Church Point Lookout)

plished squash player, and could opine on numerous topics

- The Baumann & McPhillips Families who wish to thank everyone

ranging from Indian cuisine, herb gardens, literature, movies, to

for their support and caring.
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BATHING CAP
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ROBERT
DOWLING

28 | The Community Outlook - Summer 2016 | Volume 69 - www.communityoutlook.org

POINT LOOKOUT
PHOTOGRAPHER
AROUND TOWN
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A. OTTAVINO CORPORATION
MEMORIAL ART

STUDIOS

Monuments, Mauoleums, & Inscriptions in all Cemeteries
We specialize in:
custom design
fabrication
installation
hand carved lettering
conservation
restoration
cleaning
11 Post Ave. Westbury, NY 11590
80-60 Pitkin Avenue, Ozone Park NY 11417
(516) 333 0925 - (718) 848 9404 - ottavinostone@aol.com
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