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POINT LOOKOUT  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

60 FREEPORT AVENUE
Rev. Gregory Kemper, Pastor

Church Phone: 432-5990
Sunday Morning Worship: 10 AM

Nursery Care: 10:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM

(Pre-K to Grade 7)
Men’s Bible Study–Tuesdays

6–7 PM (Downstairs)
Wednesday–“Alive” Youth Group

7–9 PM for Grades 8–12
See our website for complete information

The PLCC.com

OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS 
MEDAL CHURCH

75 Parkside Drive, PO Box 20
Rev. Patrick J. Callan, Pastor

Rectory Telephone:   431-2772 • 432-8669 
website: www.olmmc.com

Masses-Weekdays:   7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. Summer 
7:30 a.m. Winter

Saturday:  7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Sunday:   7:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 
12:30 p.m.

Serving Lido Beach and Point Lookout

I think it’s a great thing that our nation actu-
ally has a holiday we set aside to specifically 
give thanks for all we’ve been blessed with. 
Human nature often seems to have the ten-
dency to focus on what we don’t have rather 
then what we do have. 

Jesus gives us a great lesson on this when 
he is challenged to feed thousands of hun-
gry people. (Matthew 15:32-38) He tells his 
disciples he does not want to send the crowd 
away hungry. The disciples are focused on 
what they don’t have and ask Jesus where 
they could possibly get enough food to feed 
such a massive crowd. Jesus responds by ask-
ing them what they do have. They tell him 
just 7 loaves of bread and a few fish. Jesus 
then immediately gives thanks for what they 
do have. The Gospel of Matthew 15:36 puts 
it this way:“Then he took the seven loaves 
and the fish, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke them and gave them to the disciples, 
and they in turn to the people.”

I can’t imagine thanking God for a meal 
only big enough to serve only a few while 
thousands are waiting to eat! Yet somehow, 
Jesus having a meal barely big enough to 
feed himself and his 12 disciples thanked 
God for what he did have, and thousands 
were fed and satisfied with 7 baskets left 
over. Imagine going from a few servings to 
thousands. I guess we could say this is actu-
ally the first record we have of the original 
fast food. Not only that, its low cholesterol. 
Fish is a lot healthier then a Big Mac, espe-
cially when you consider it has been pre-
pared by God! 

I think one of the best ways we can exer-
cise trust in God is by thanking him for what 
we do have. Here is a lesson about human 
nature: If you won’t trust God now with 
what you have, you won’t trust him when 
you get more. More by itself never builds 
trust. Thanking God for what you have 
builds trust.

It’s a funny thing what we place value on 
and want and what Jesus places value on and 
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says we need. His definition of what rich is 
and what ours is often can end up being two 
different things.

Let me just tell you how thankful I am 
for some riches God has given me. Every 
Father’s day I get cards from three wonder-
ful kids. I love my wife and she loves me. 
I’m blessed with a little church by the sea 
with a big heart for God set in one of the best 
little communities in America. 

Far more important than what we’re 
thankful for is who you’re thankful to. 
And that of course is God! According to 
him every one of us has infinite wealth and 
riches we need to thank him for because He 
so loved this world that he placed the value 
of the life of His Son on every one of us.

Every year our Community Church gets 
together with our Catholic neighbors to have 
an ecumenical Thanksgiving service. This 
year it will be at Our Lady of the Miracu-
lous Medal Tuesday evening November 22nd 
at 7:30 pm. Why don’t you consider joining 
us and we can start our thanksgiving prayers 
together. I’m confident you’ll find your list 
of thanks a lot longer then you thought it 
would be. You’re a lot richer then you think. 

 — Have a wonderful and  
blessed Thanksgiving, 

Pastor Greg and family. 

Interns wanted for  
Community Outlook

Are you interested in database  
management, archival services, 

website development  
and management?

Write to  
bhcahill@gmail.com

Get Involved!
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BUS SCHEDULE
POINT LOOKOUT- 
ALL YEAR ROUND 

MONDAY–SATURDAY

L.B.             DEPARTS             P.L.

The library has been very quiet this month. 
Our library director noticed that our circula-
tion is down. Carole and I feel this may be due 
to the new e- readers. We want our patrons to 
know they can download e-books and audio 
books from the Long Beach Library website.

Catherine Carazo stopped by with this 
good news. Her daughter Katie graduated 
from Hofstra University on the Dean’s List. 
She is going to Honduras to teach third grade 
English, Math and Science. Congratulations!

Tad and Kathy Korndoerfer have a new 
granddaughter Olivia Marie born October 
4th, 6lbs. 8oz. to their daughter Dana. She 
joins her big sister Emma Rose. 

With this issue I respectfully resign my 
position writing the About Folks column for 
the Outlook. It has been an honor and a priv-
ilege to write about the comings and goings, 
joys and sorrows of the people of Point 
Lookout this year and I invite an interested 
neighbor to write to the editors to volunteer. 

— Many thanks. 
Ingrid Stillwaggon

ATTENTION  

ALL RESIDENTS
The Nassau County  

Police Department actively  
enforces the regulations  

pertaining to:

Walking Dogs on the Beach
Restricted Parking

15 MPH Speed Limit

PLEASE COOPERATE WITH  
THE NCPD  

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY  
SAFE AND CLEAN.

Morning Sun Nursery School
For more information, please call  

Judi Benz at 516 432.6333.
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Hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, mosquitoes, 
and seaweed! The fishing club and people 
of the Point have experienced everything 
except a plague of locusts in the last couple 
of months. Tuesday evening “fishoffs” have 
been a disaster. We haven’t caught a keeper 
fluke in two years. On some occasions, we 
haven’t even caught a “throwback.” I believe 
the last pool winner was Sonny Lenczewski 
who landed an 18 inch short on his birthday 
in mid-August. Possibly, we should take a 
few lessons from the little kids who fish at 
Scotty’s during the day.

We were catching everything except what 
we were fishing for – tons of seaweed, snap-
pers, and small sea bass. Johnny “Two Hooks” 
Kelly even landed three birds. I haven’t seen 
anyone catch a bird since my good friend Sal 
Benedetto (R.I.P.) landed one some thirty 
years ago aboard the Horror Show, III. And 
“Two Hooks” lands three birds in a month. 
No, he didn’t throw his fishing line and bait 

into the air. He cast out like a normal person, 
and the little terns nailed the bait while it was 
still near the water’s surface. The terns were 
released unharmed. However, Johnny did 
land a 31-inch striped bass off the west jetty. 
Eddie Haran also reports good striper fishing 
aboard his boat. 

Most of us old-timers weathered tropi-
cal storm Irene at home in Point Lookout. 
It turned out to be a big nothing. My former 
best friend, Harry Blair, like a good namby-
pamby citizen, evacuated to his son’s house 
in Garden City where a giant tree promptly 
fell on his car, destroying it. To get even, 
Harry murdered a tree in his backyard in the 
Point. Harry has now been put in the Joyce 
Kilmer Hall of Shame along with Harold 
Wondsel who some years ago killed a tree 
in front of the firehouse because every time 
the old fire horn went off, the birds pooped 
on his car.

The Irish Dayworkers are walking on 
air! One fine September morning, newly 
ordained Father Anthony Cardone, came by 
Merola’s and gave us his blessing. Some of 
the members were a bit taken aback when he 
called upon the Almighty to bless this “mot-
ley crew” but as they say in law – truth is an 
absolute defense! Father Anthony is presently 
a curate in a parish in Ocean City, Maryland. 
He said that being in Ocean City is fine, but 

Environment 
The Point Lookout Civic Association’s 
Environmental Committee mailed the fol-
lowing letter to Town Supervisor, Kate Mur-
ray, on September 23, 2011.
Re: Irene Reveals Critical Issues at Point 
Lookout
The passing of tropical storm Irene revealed 
strengths that should be augmented and 
weaknesses that should be remedied. Criti-
cal ones follow:

The US Army Corps Long Beach Island 
Storm Damage Reduction Project
Deemed only a tropical storm in Nassau 
County, Irene proved to the City of Long 
Beach just how devastating high-energy waves 
and storm surge can be. The storm also dem-
onstrated it is more now than ever imperative 
that everyone, having a vested interest in storm 
mitigation and beach protection, advance the 
dormant – but not forgotten – USACE Storm 
Damage Reduction Project. The PLCA has 
already contacted the offices of C&Ws Com- continued on page 10

not as good as old Point Lookout. We under-
stand that from the get go, he had a relatively 
tough assignment, celebrating mass at a cop’s 
funeral. With good old Father Tom leaving 
us, it’s too bad we couldn’t keep Anthony 
here, but as I often say – such are the vicis-
situdes of life! Father Anthony is a good guy, 
and the motley crew wishes him well. Now, 
he’s the chaplain of the Fishing Club and 
Dayworkers although he doesn’t know it yet.

Recently, the Dayworkers had a dinner 
meeting at the Jones Beach Hotel. When I 
was a kid the JBH was a dive, but new own-
ers really made it into an elegant dining 
establishment. Besides our regular members, 
some female associates were invited to the 
feast – Muffin Reilly, Martha Donohue, Pat 
Andorfer, Helen Magale, and special guest, 
Ginger Brett. The Meeting was very informa-
tive, but as per usual – nothing got done.

Congratulations are in order for Muffin 
and Jim Reilly who celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary. God bless them, and 
we hope they have many more.

Taking a trip up the Rhine River from 
Amsterdam to Basel, Switzerland on Octo-
ber 13. When I get back, I hope to be able 
to yodel.

— Roland Donohue

missioner R. Masters, Legislator D. Ford, 
Assemblyman H. Weisenberg, NYS Sena-
tor D. Skelos, NY Congressman P. King and 
Senator C. Schumer in this regard. Please join 
the Civic in contacting them as well to revive 
and advance this critical Project.
The Point Lookout-Lido Beach Dune System
The modified dune system running from 
Point Lookout through Lido Beach held up 
well – very well; and, when compared to 
Long Beach, Irene also demonstrated just 
how effectively a deeply- rooted system 
can withstand wave attack and storm surge. 
Given Irene did not “hit” Long Beach Island 
full force and how poorly the City fared with-
out a system, the Civic proposes fortifying the 
PL-Lido system by conjoining its separated 
segments into one contiguous, solidly-rooted 
barrier. The PLCA understands this proposal 
is already a feature of the Army Corps Proj-
ect; but, given this 40-year old plan is cur-
rently inert, the Civic urges the Town effect 
this critical feature well in advance of future 
storms and Project revival. 

Completing the Revetment at the Northeast 
Corner of Point Lookout
Irene’s forces attacked the north side and 
northeast corner of Point Lookout especially 
hard. The storm evidenced our eastern coast-
line remains quite vulnerable; and the “soft,” 
dredging-only approach to protection will, 
over months not years, prove inadequate. 
Much of the area’s newly dredged sand has 
already migrated around the corner and into 
Reynolds Channel, where it is now accret-
ing and impinging upon bayside businesses 
requiring deep water for dockside mooring. 

As the Civic noted in its letter of August 1st, 
completing the Point Lookout revetment will:
•  Armor the entire eastern coastline against 

natural and manmade forces, obviating 
erosion at an already proven “hot spot;” 

•  Mitigate the impact of future storms, par-
ticularly nor’easters;

•  Keep the area from returning to its pre-
dredging condition(s); and
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As always, stay safe and  
“In Case of Fire or Emergency  

dial 742-3300”  
for your Fire Department.

I’m sure some of you must have scratched 
your heads reading my last column, spe-
cifically where, at the end I write about the 
upcoming Duck Race. Unfortunately an 
out of towner by the name of Irene saw fit 
to bring some bad weather our way on the 
planned day of the Duck Race. The race 
eventually did end up a success with a duck 
“raffle” on Columbus Day at the Buoy Bar. 
We thank everyone for their support espe-
cially the Buoy Bar!

Speaking of Irene, Point Lookout and Lido 
once again dodged a major bullet. People 
worked feverishly to get their families out 
of town and homes tied down and secured. 
Thankfully the storm downgraded just as it hit. 
Both communities pulled through relatively 
unscathed. Power did go out and there was 
flooding but nowhere near what was expected. 
We are all extremely fortunate. Residents 
evacuating in a timely and orderly fashioned 
helped minimize emergencies. Although the 
storm was not as severe as predicted we should 
never become complacent. Follow evacuation 
orders and preparation tips. Our Fire District, 
Fire Department and Hurricane Committee 
worked in the days prior to make things as pre-
pared as possible. Just a reminder, our siren on 
HQ and at Lido test the evacuation tone every 
Saturday around noon and that tone - which 
was played prior to the hurricane - is activated 
when the evacuation is ordered by the County 
Executive. In addition our website, www.pllfd.
org, is updated as information is passed to us. It 

should be noted as well that approximately 30 
members remained in town and staged a stand 
by in the Firehouses in Point Lookout and Lido 
for almost 24 hours to ensure a response to any 
emergencies which thankfully were minimal. 
Thank you to our members and the commu-
nity for pulling together and keeping the com-
munity safe and intact. Fire Department units 
and crews from our area also assisted other 
communities upstate in the days following, 
which were hit very hard by the tropical storm 
remnants of Hurricane Irene.

Thank you to the organizers of Childrens 
Day for once again welcoming us down to the 
beach. Both the weather and the turnout was 
great. I’d be remiss if I didn’t point out that one 
of our members, Chris Guerin, was the win-
ner of the Pizza eating contest scarfing down 
nearly 2 pizzas in about 8 minutes! Congrats!

Towards the end of September the PLLFD 
again spearheaded participation in the Annual 
Stephen Siller Tunnel to Towers Run/Walk. 
What started as a few people in 2008 has now 
ballooned to over 80 people and 2 buses! 
As a thank you for our participation in this 
annual event the Siller Family presented us 
with the 2011 “Brother for Brother” award in 
recognition of our continued support. If you 
have done the race thank you! If you haven’t 
I strongly recommend it, as you won’t be dis-
appointed. We developed a shirt for the event 
featuring a familiar sight, a seagull, with a 
rose in its mouth flying over the new Free-
dom Tower and the memorial water falls. It’s 
quite an image; if you are interested they are 
still available for sale through Captain Ste-
phen Merola or Ex-Chief Chas Thompson. 

On October 15 we hosted our Annual Fire 
Prevention Open House and Demonstra-
tion. Our Fire Prevention Team did a great 
job setting up the weekend which included: 
smoke houses, a visit from “Umi” the Nas-
sau County Fire Marshal Arson Dog, kitchen 
safety, EMS awareness, smoke detectors, 
pet safety, Child IDs by NY Life and a dem-

The Community Outlook thanks 
you for your donation. The 
Community Outlook is a free 
paper published six to seven 
times a year supported by con-
tributions and advertisements. 
If you could consider sending a 
donation, it is always welcome.

Please send a check in any 
amount made payable to:

Community Outlook
P.O. Box 28 

Point Lookout, N.Y. 11569

onstration of the “Jaws of Life” and who 
could forget…Fresh Popcorn!

As part of our participation in Fire Pre-
vention Month crews also visit local schools 
and speak to the students about fire safety, 
Firefighters are our friends and the always 
famous “Stop, Drop and Roll”.

The heat of summer has finally subsided 
and cooler days are ahead. Please remember 
to have oil burners, chimneys and heating 
appliances serviced before use. Change the 
batteries in your smoke and/or CO detectors. 
These actions can save you a lot of grief and 
money in the long run as well as keep you 
and your family safe. Enjoy the cool autumn 
weather and if you haven’t done so already 
please consider donating to our Annual 
Fund Drive today!

— Brian S. Guerin 
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Iceland a century before the Vikings arrived. 
When the Norse Vikings reached Iceland 
in A. D. 870, they found “Papar” there, as 
they termed monks and priests. In south east 
Iceland there is an island called Papyle and 
an inland place called Papos, the wording 
derived from papal or pope. 

The most famous and popular legend 
of these extraordinary voyages was that of 
Saint Brendan. After four centuries of anec-
dotal, local lore, the Brendan adventure 
was transcribed in a Latin manuscript, the 
Sancti Brendani (Travels of Saint Brendan) 
also known as The Navigatio. This account 
of the voyage contained a detailed descrip-
tion of the construction of Saint Brendan’s 
leather skin boat, very similar to the cur-
rachs made in Ireland today. 

Saint Brendan, an Irish monk, was a 
skilled seafarer. He was known as Brendan 
the Voyager, Brendan the Navigator and the 
Sailor’s Saint. Along with a crew of fel-
low monks as ship-mates, he sailed west-
ward on a 36 by 8 foot, two masted, square 
sailed curragh. The framework was of a 
wood lattice type construction over which 
was stretched ox-hides in place of plank-
ing. After many hair-raising, dangerous and 
incredulous adventures along the way, they 
eventually reached the Land of the Promise 
of the Saints (Newfoundland) by way of 
the previously mentioned stepping stones; 
the Hebrides, Orkneys, Shetland, Faeroe 
Islands and Iceland.

The Navigatio was, in its day, a very pop-
ular and exciting story. It tells of encoun-
tering “mountains in the sea spouting fire,” 
floating crystal palaces, monsters with cat 
like heads and horns growing from their 
mouths, and “little furry men.” The Naviga-
tio is filled with many incredible and incred-
ulous adventures, yet again and again there 
are landscape details that clearly point to the 
North Atlantic Islands.

The monks stopped on a small island, 

POINT 
REALTY

S E RV I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y F O R  4 4  Y E A R S
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Loretta Gomez  |  Licensed Sales Associate
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FAX • NOTARY PUBLIC • COPIES 
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IN THE WAKE OF  
SAINT BRENDAN OR 

SHIP THE OARS,  
LOOSE THE SAIL,  
LET GOD STEER

Saint Patrick brought Christianity to Ire-
land in the middle of the fifth century, not 
long after the sack of Rome. To escape 
the disintegration of civilization, scholars 
and religious men crossed over from Gaul 
and elsewhere on the continent to this safe 
haven. They brought with them their clas-
sical and holy books, and Ireland entered 
its golden age of scholarship. Ireland was 
the center of a vigorous culture during the 
5th and 6th centuries, preserving Christian 
civilization in Europe after the collapse of 
the Roman Empire. In the Irish monasteries 
many monks had a great urge for a life of 
solitude. They set out into the North Atlan-
tic in search of spiritual guidance, at times 
relinquishing all control of their boat while 
leaning on Divine Protection. In times of 
extreme peril the order was” ship oars, even 
the steering oar, set the sail and leave the 
ship to God, who is our pilot and steers-
man.” They fetched the Hebrides, Orkneys, 
Shetlands and Faeroe Islands and settled 

built a fire and then discovered that they 
were on the back of a whale. They rushed 
back aboard their boat while the whale 
swam away-still alight. They reached an 
island inhabited by an order of monks that 
observed a rule of silence which they broke 
to tell Brendan that they had been there for 
80 years. No one ever aged there or got sick. 
They came upon an island at the very edge 
of hell where demons threw great lumps of 
burning slag from huge fiery furnaces. Riv-
ers of gold ran down from the mouths of the 
furnaces. From there they were chased by a 
bad whale and saved by a good whale. They 
saw a tall crystal pillar in the sea surrounded 
by a wide meshed net which took three days 
to sail around. It tells of the Island of Sheep 
and another island covered with birds, 
another with grapevines.

Ireland was the target of Viking raids 
during the 8th century and it was from the 
Irish that the Norse learned of lands to the 
west. The Vikings settled Dublin in 841 AD. 
During their reign Dublin became the most 
important town in Ireland as well as a hub 
for the western Viking expansion and trade. 

Europeans adopted the magnetic compass 
around thirteen hundred A. D. How then 
could seafarers make long distance voyages 
over open water? There is a very old tradi-
tion going back to the days of Noah telling 
of shore-sighting birds being taken on long 
distance voyages. Out of sight of land, a 
bird would be released. It would circle aloft 
and if it sighted land, off it would go with 
the ship striking that course. If no land was 
sighted, it would return aboard. That’s what 
is known as a birds eye view. 

They were also guided by the annual 
migration of geese between Ireland, parts 
of Britain and Iceland and Greenland. These 
migratory birds wintered in their tens of 
thousands in Northern Ireland. They fly into 
their feeding grounds in the fall of the year 
and after the spring equinox they begin to 
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leave. One long flock after another disap-
pear over the northern horizon. A week later 
another flock departs, honking as they fly 
and in four or five weeks the marshes are 
deserted. They are bound for their summer 
breeding grounds in Iceland and Green-
land. Flying in a direct route at twenty five 
knots, they reach Iceland in twenty four 
hours. Some rest there and then press on to 
Greenland. The monks set a course by this 
northward migration and by watching suc-
cessive flocks fly overhead as they sailed 
North West. If the wind failed they could 
take to their oars and in a week or less the 
high mountains of Iceland would appear on 
the horizon. The migrations, both coming 
and going, coincide with the beginning and 
ending of the sailing seasons. 

Evidence of Irish exploration of North 
America has shown up in West Virginia. 
Stone carvings known as petroglyphs have 
been discovered dated between 500 and 
1000 AD. The West Virginia carvings are 
written in Old Irish. These Ogham inscrip-
tions are the oldest of anywhere in the world. 
They portray the grammar and vocabulary 
of Old Irish previously unknown in early 
rock cut carvings in any Celtic language. 
These archaeological discoveries point to a 
Celtic and Christian presence on this conti-
nent more than one thousand years ago.

Another early visitor to North America 
was a Welshman of Norse decent named 
Prince Madoc. Born around 1140, he was 
an expert sailor man, having lived for a time 
in the Norse city of Dublin, famed for sea-
faring, boat building and a haven for fugitive 
Welshmen. He had Viking blood through his 
grandmother, Rag Hilde, grand-daughter of 
the Norse king of Dublin; Sitric Silkenbeard. 
He built a ship on the North Wales coast and 
set out into the Western Ocean. Recently 
an old stone quay of medieval origin was 
unearthed and now bears a modern plaque 
bearing “Prince Madoc sailed from here in 

1170 A.D. and landed at Mobile, Alabama.” 
He and his followers were said to have 
pushed inland, eventually becoming assimi-
lated with the Indians. High up the Missouri 
River, a tribe called the Mandans are claimed 
to be descended from them. They differ from 
other Indians in physical appearance, the 
construction of their villages and coracle 
like boats. Another plaque was erected on 
the shore at Point Morgan, Alabama in 1953 
which reads-“In memory of Prince Madoc, a 
Welsh explorer, who landed on the shores of 
Mobile Bay in 1170 and left behind with the 
Indians the Welsh language.”

No one knows how long the Portuguese and 
Basques had been fishing the Grand Banks for 
cod and air drying the dressed fish on the rocky 
shores of Newfoundland, when John Cabbot, 
aka Giovanni Caboto, spoiled a good thing by 
giving up their bonanza in 1497.

In the 1970’s, adventurer and writer Tim 
Severin became fascinated with the Brendan 
legend. After carful research he reconstructed 
Saint Brendan’s thirty six by eight foot cur-
ragh, using the same materials and methods 
as in medieval days, and aptly naming it THE 
BRENDAN. As everyone knows, leather dis-
integrates in sea-water. To solve this problem 
Tim sought out experts in the field. According 
to The Navigatio, the hull of the curragh was 
sheathed with ox-hides tanned with oak-bark 
solution. Numerous tests were run and sure 
enough, oak-bark tanned leather stood up to 
and actually became stronger when immersed 
in salt water, while leather tanned by modern, 
chemical methods, failed. The firm of Josiah 
Croggon and Son Ltd., from Cornwall, Eng-
land, who had been making oak-bark leather 
in the same manner in the same place for three 
centuries, agreed to supply the necessary fifty 
nine hides. First the hides were dipped in lime 
pits to remove the hair, and then soaked in 
tanks filled with water and ground up oak-
bark. The hides slowly absorbed the tan-
nin and after a long time perishable ox-hide 

turned to leather. Waterproofing was achieved 
by dipping the hides in wool grease. 

Coincidently, my sister-in-law, Mary 
Doxsee, knew the Croggon family well. 
Mary, an expert on medieval textiles, spent 
quite some time consulting at the Croggon’s 
facility during the early 70’s. 

The Navigatio specified that ash was the 
wood used in the lattice framework of the 
medieval hull, but Tim was told that ash 
would soon rot in water. Then he learned 
that The Navigatio stated that the wood was 
treated with preservative and the sheep wool 
grease answered that problem. 

During the course of his research, every 
door was opened to Tim as he searched for 
the proper materials and specialists. Time after 
time this phenomenon came into play. Tim 
ascribed it to Brendan’s Luck. He found the 
man that could supply ash long enough for 
the longitudinal timbers and masts. And they 
had to be from the north side of the tree for 
maximum strength. Paddy Glennon, the lum-
ber man, personally selected the perfect trees 
and cut them himself, ensuring that they would 
be exactly right. Paddy donated the material to 
the Brendan Project, asking only that a small 
part of the hull be returned to him after the suc-
cessful completion of the voyage. What a guy. 

All the fastenings to hold the skeletal 
framework together were of leather thongs. 
Sixteen hundred joints were fastened with 
two miles of leather thong. A very critical 
stage was cutting the hides to the proper 
dimension to fit the hull, and then stitching 
them all together. The thread was of hand 
rolled flax, the same raw material as in Saint 
Brendan’s day. To hand stitch the forty nine 
ox-hides took twenty three miles of thread 
and required thirty thousand stitches. Every 
seam was coated with wool grease. 

The boat was christened with whisky. 
Irish Whiskey. On May 17, 1976, Tim and 
his crew set sail from Brandon Creek on 

continued on page 13
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HALLOWEEN 2011

All photos © Maureen Dowling O’Sullivan
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Cove Restoration 
continued from page 4
•  Safeguard area residences and businesses 

against flooding and unwanted accretion.
For these critical reasons, please effect 

revetment completion as soon as possible.
Storm Drain Blockages and Related  
Street Flooding
Irene and other recent storms (e.g., the nine-day 
storm of 2005, the St. Patrick’s Day nor’easter 
of 2010, and the 10” deluge of August 14th) 
all demonstrated massive amounts of rain 
water consistently back-up at the storm drains 
on Lido Blvd., with resultant flooding and 
damage occurring there and along intersecting 
avenues. Similar results also occur on and off 
of Bayside Dr. at the northeast corner of town. 
In addition, tracer dyes recently evidenced 
the system is so blocked in spots that drain-
age could not be tracked to a terminal exit. 
Finally, EMO experts point out flooded streets 
encumber rescue operations, placing poten-
tial victims at greater risk during emergency 
situations. As the Civic noted in its letter of 
September 9th, these blockages and impedi-
ments should be corrected either concurrent 
with or in advance of installing the impend-
ing (and much desired) storm drain inserts. At 
our September 21st meeting with Engineer-
ing, the Department confirmed installation 
will commence as scheduled, as it should not 
further impede drainage. The Department also 
informed the Civic it would investigate the 
storm drain and underground pipe blockages, 
as clearing them should ease flooding along 
the Boulevard and intersecting avenues.

Thank you for your time and efforts in 
addressing these critical issues.

As the end of the letter indicates, the Civic 
already met with Town Engineering, reiter-
ated the problems and directed them to the 
affected areas, all of which were recorded by 
the Department. At the meeting, Engineering 
informed the Civic that the storm drain inserts 
(made available via an environmental bond 
act to Nassau County) would be installed as 
scheduled, assuring they would neither further 
impede drain flow nor exacerbate flooding.

In speaking with Conservation & Water-
ways, Long Beach is still assessing their 
Army Corps Project options; but appears a 
long way off from making a definitive deci-
sion – pro or con. Being this Project revolves 
around a City more concerned about board-
walk reconstruction and wave formation than 

about beach preservation or storm mitigation, 
we simply cannot afford to wait until after a 
real hurricane strikes to protect ourselves. As a 
minimum, our local dunes should be re-nour-
ished. But even more important, they should 
be conjoined into one well-fortified buttress, 
replacing all walkthroughs with (American 
Disability Act approved) walkovers. This 
design parameter is essential since, no mat-
ter how well constructed, high-energy water 
shooting through any opening will collapse 
the dune along its exposed interior flanks. 
Granted, none of us want to be inconvenience 
at Civic Beach, but eliminating all gaps will 
provide the most durable natural structure able 
to withstand storm surge. 

The scalloping, scarping and otherwise 
massive amounts of sand being displaced at 
the cove since the spring dredging warrant 
revetment completion there before the next 
malingering nor’easter gnaws into it again. 
This preventive maintenance will withstand 
erosion and flooding, and minimize odorous 
seaweed from reoccurring at our northeast cor-
ner. Simply, completing the revetment expedi-
tiously is prudent planning. Quality stone is 
available; and when the PLCA met with NYS-
DEC in January, the agency indicated it would 
readily issue the required permit(s).

Please keep these issues in mind, as they 
are sure to surface again and again.

— Gerald Ottavino
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Tino Cozzi
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DR. MATTHEW J. NESTER
PODIATRIST

Medicine and Surgery 
of the Foot

3227 Long Beach Rd.
Oceanside, New York 11572 

516.431.1600

Free Delivery to Pt. Lookout

Dr. Harry Briffel • Dr. Meyanne Briffel

OPTOMETRISTS
Professional Vision Care and Eye Exams

Consults For Laser Vision Correction

Comprehensive Contact Lens Services

Fashion, Sport And Sun Eyewear

612 E. Park Ave • Long Beach, NY 
431-3838 by appointment

Christopher Jordan
Funeral Director
24 hour service

302 Long Beach Road
Island Park, NY 11558

(516) 431-2900
www.jordanfh.com
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FLOOD INSURANCE
LOWEST RATES AVAILABLE

CALL 888-Y A TITTLE
(516.665.2000)

Y. A. TITTLE  
INSURANCE SERVICES

Patricia Smucker, LCSW
Christian Counselor

241 Lagoon Drive W.
Lido Beach, NY 11561
Phone: 516-432-9542
Fax: 516-432-9542

Email: psmucker@optonline.net

Tel: 516-223-5300 • Fax: 516-623-6849

GEORGE J. HACKETT, JR.
INSURANCE AGENCY

Fire-Life Bonds-Marine-Auto-Homeowners 
Health-Personal and Corporate Programs

720-Sunrise Highway • P.O. Box 522
Baldwin, New York 11510

CHARLES J. O’SHEA FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

EAST MEADOW: 
2515 N. Jerusalem Rd., E. Meadow, N.Y. 11554 

516.826.1010

WANTAGH: 
603 Wantagh Ave., Wantagh, N.Y. 11793 

516.731.5550

Directions: To East Meadow  — Meadowbrook Parkway to  
Southern State Parkway (east bound) to Exit 25N (Newbridge Road, 
East Meadow) to North Jerusalem Road right, to Funeral Home.

Directions: To Wantagh  — Meadowbrook Parkway to Southern  
State Parkway (east bound) to Exit 28N (Wantagh Ave.) One mile  
to Funeral Home.
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50 Lido Boulevard • Pt. Lookout, NY 11569
www.lavenderonthechannel.com

Swedish • Deep Tissue • Medical • Pre-Natal 
Hot Stones • Reflexology • Sunlight Sauna

Packages are Available • Discount for Seniors
Couples Massage

Tea is Always Served

Please call for an appointment
516-208-3211

Lavender On The Channel

the Dingle Peninsula; the very same start-
ing off place used by Saint Brendan. During 
the course of the voyage they realized that 
many of the events detailed in The Naviga-
tio rang true. The active volcanoes on the 
coast of Iceland might have seemed like the 
edge of hell. Fire spouting from the top of 
the volcano and molten lava running down 
resembled a river of gold. A pillar of crystal 
with a surrounding net - a huge ice berg sur-
rounded by pack ice that took three days to 
sail around. The word Faroe means Island 
of Sheep. There is a Brendan Creek on the 
main island of the Faroes that locals believe 
was a Brendan landmark. The sluggish 
ocean could have been the Sargasso Sea and 
the coagulated sea could have been mush 
ice. The monsters with catlike heads and 
horns growing from their mouths were no 
doubt walrus and the little furry men were, 
of course, Eskimos. The dreadful stinging 
creatures were the formidable mosquitoes 
of Greenland. The thick white cloud was the 
dense fog of the Grand banks of Newfound-
land.

The Navigatio repeatedly referred to the 
large number of whales that surrounded the 
boat. Severin and his crew were amazed at 
how friendly the whales were and how they 
related to the leather hull as if it were another 
creature. When a ship was in the area, the 
whales would immediately dive. 

After battling gales and pack ice, THE 
BRENDAN landed on the shore of New-
foundland on June 26th 1977 at a place 
called Peckford Island, one hundred fifty 
miles northwest of St. Johns. She had been 
at sea fifty days. For the full story read Tim’s 
book, The Brendan Voyage. 

In 1492, Columbus discovered America.

— Bob Doxsee

Saint Brendan  
continued from page 7

Know Your Organizations 
Point Lookout Historical Society 

(PLHS)

Founded in 1990, the Point Lookout His-
torical Society is a committee of the Point 
Lookout Civic Association (PLCA), The 
Historical Society operates as a reference 
source of Point Lookout History, deeds, 
appropriate Town of Hempstead, Nassau 
County, State and federal records. It is a 
repository of all PLCA records including 
Board and General Minute Meetings thru 
2009. 

Point Lookout Historical Society 
records go back to the eighteenth century 
but also concentrate on collecting con-
temporary history, such as the remark-
able athletic careers of professional surfer 
Balaram Stack and World Cup skier Brit-
tany Loweree.

The Point Lookout Historical Society 
is the repository of the visual and printed 
memorabilia of Point Lookout. Currently, 
it maintains space in the east wing of Ye 
Olde Fire House. The professional refer-
ence location system is being upgrades to 
assure easy access to all material. PLHS 
maintains its own website at pointhistori-
cal.org. Our thanks go to Tom Dowling for 
the design and updating of the website, 
and to Ann Holt, for her computer catalog-
ing of all records.

It is a treasure trove of information. 
Certainly it benefits all to share in its 
detailed data, deeds, displays and docu-
ments. If you have photos or other histori-
cal material relevant to the mission of the 
Point Lookout Historical Society please 
consider donating or even loaning them. 

For more information please contact 
Don Kelly at dglyn@optonline.net.

I don’t know who coined the phrase; but,
“[T]here really is no greater praise than to 
be honored by your own.”

It wasn’t until the college reference at 
Children’s Day did I actually pin-down 
whose resume Tom Brown was speaking of. 

I believe my exact quote to Paul Curtin, 
who bamboozled me onto the pavilion, was: 
“This is beginning to sound a bit familiar.”

The positive feedback I received from 
every corner of the community (and we have 
many corners & edges) was truly endearing. 

Many neighbors approached and congrat-
ulated me that I don’t think I ever spoke to 
before. 

I’m still relishing in the whole experience. 
All the awards were truly flattering; 

but after the certificates are spent and the 
engraving smudged a 1,000 times, the gift 
that will continue to give me great joy will 
be hearing:

The Gerry Ottavino Running Races.
This, I assure you, this will sound better 

and better with each September. 
And I may have to start training again to 

find out if I’m still faster than a 5th grader.
Truly honored & very much appreciated,

— Gerry Ottavino

The Sandman Thanketh 
To those who missed my heartfelt 

THANK YOUs:

Santa Comes to  
Point Lookout

Santa will be visiting The First National Bank 
of Long Island on Saturday, December 10th 
from 12:00 noon to 2:00 pm to say hello to 
the children in Point Lookout. The kids will 
meet Santa, have their picture taken with him 

and receive a free goodie bag. 
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Brian McGee

Young Life of 
Long Beach

southshore.younglife.org

Cell: 631.807.9993
97 Indiana Ave

Long Beach, NY 11561

“As iron sharpens iron,  
so one man  

sharpens another.”

80

In Memorium | James “Rico” Fay

Joined the PLLFD in 1973 and was a member of 
both Renegade Hook and Ladder company and 
Action Engine Company during his 38 years of 
service to the community. He was a dedicated 
member of the “Smokin’ Seagulls” tournament 
team and softball team for many years. His dedi-
cation to the department and the community was 
only rivaled by his dedication to his friends. 

He spent most of his 63 years here in Point 
Lookout with his mom and 3 sisters, Diane, 
Susan, Jane and Ellen. Over time he also earned 
the title of Uncle Jimmy. He loved and was 
loved dearly by his entire family. His sense of 
humor was definitely his own and could bring a 
smile to your face just thinking of how he came 
up with some of that stuff. 

There are a lot of people who have a lot of 
memories that they shared with Jimmy over the 
years. Mine are countless, but include one that 
stands out among the rest. As fire fighters, we are 
put to the test many times over the course of our 
careers, and yet may still never get that one really 
defining moment that separates us from the rest. 
Jimmy’s moment came on March 1st 1980.

We were called out on a freezing cold, windy 
morning to fight a fully involved house fire, at 
107 Bellmore Ave. We were hindered by every-

thing from frozen hydrants to high winds threat-
ening neighboring houses. We had reached a 
point where we had contained the fire and held 
the extension fears at bay, when the building 
collapsed trapping several firefighters inside. 

Trapped at the rear of the house were Wal-
ter Brett and Denis Collins, while at the front 
were Asst. Chief Ed Ritter, Capt. George Grant 
and FF. Jimmy Fay. The rescue operations were 
guided by Chief of Department Mark Goldsmith. 
After surveying the scene, Asst. Chief Ed Rit-
ter was able to be pulled out. Capt. Grant was 
pinned under the rubble, and was being held by 
FF Fay. It was determined that FF Fay was not 
trapped and could be brought out to safety. Chief 
Goldsmith told Jimmy to come out as the situa-
tion was extremely dangerous. FF Fay refused to 
leave his friend Capt. Grant and stayed with him 
the entire time, holding him in his arms, until we 
were able to lift the building enough to free him. 

This was an extremely time consuming and 
dangerous rescue operation that at any time 
could have gone real bad. We all knew this 
and so did Jimmy. Capt. Grant did not come 
out alive; thanks to Jimmy, he didn’t die alone. 
He died in the arms of a truly dedicated friend. 
Which is why for over 30 years every time I 
saw Jimmy and now every time I think of him, I 
see a gutsy guy, who displayed the highest level 
of friendship, accountability and heroism pos-
sible.

At 8:23 PM on October 29th, our department 
received a call for an unconscious male, at 47 
Garden City Ave. Jimmy Fay’s time was up, and 
one more hero is gone. I hope one of the first 
people he met was Capt. Grant, who I am sure 
thanked him for his actions many years ago. His 
funeral mass was Sunday, October 30th, which 
also happened to be his mom’s birthday. On 
Monday we found out that the 3 digit NY win-
ning lotto number that same day was 253. That 
is the number of the fire truck Jimmy rode on. 

— Stephen Merola
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The other night I was flying home from Lon-
don and noticed, just outside the right side 
of the airplane, the Big Dipper. It was a dark 
night and the stars were clear. I was thinking 
how close they seemed, how alone with them 
I felt and yet I knew they were far away, that 
I wasn’t alone in looking at them. It made me 
thinks of Keats’ Bright Star. Tino Cozzi had 
died a few days earlier and, like those stars, 
he was both close to me and far away. We 
will miss him for who he was and how true he 
was with us as neighbors and friends. 

One thing I enjoyed about my time with 
Tino was his ability to put the practical with 
the artistic. He could repair anything from 
hoses to painted eggshells. Things in his 
universe worked, and were always beautiful. 
The food at his house was great, his music 
was Italian. His car was always black, and 
always in pristine shape. No chaos, things 
in their place. I would then go home to the 
confusion of my own home, where clothes 
were all over the place and the yard looked 
like a storm scene and no one had shopped 
for dinner. So when I thought about Tino I 
thought too about order, and planning and 
bringing sense to our corner of the world.

Every now and again we hear about the 
need for a sewer system, or the need to 
replace the water pipes. The Town of Hemp-

Editorial
stead assures us that we can safely drink our 
water, and yet, as I watched the tea-brown 
waters of the dunk tank at Children’s Day 
(filled from those same safe pipes), I began 
to wonder. Everything has its time. Things 
fall apart. This is natural.

But whatever we do we should, in all 
honesty, plan for. We should not be put in a 
position of reaction. We must be part of the 
solutions because the solution affects our 
lives and our property values.

We must strengthen our Civic Association. 
If you are not a member, you should become 
one. You can have your disagreements with the 
PLCA, but, like Congress or any other elected 
office, you will not make change without being 
part of it. Without power we are consistently 
shunted from side to side – no government that 
we answer to – Town, County, State, Federal - 
takes responsibility unless it is a success. We 
need only look at Inwood Avenue, temporarily 
unpaved since 1948, to see this in action. Join, 
go to meetings, volunteer your time if you can. 
Make it cohere.

The Historical Society is a wonderful 
resource for all residents. Think of it as both 
an attic and an archive, a place to bring your 
stories and a place to review past decisions. 
We pay extra taxes to have private ballfields 
and playground and beach. As the Native 

Studio 5 Yoga and Pilates
5 Lido Blvd. | Point Lookout, NY 11569 

(516) 208-5905 
studio5yogaandpilates@gmail.com

Americans know, agreements have a way of 
being changed, especially when the needs of 
the many outweigh the needs of the few. If we 
are to preserve our town we must do so under-
standing what our rights are, what our options 
are, and how we can both work with (and 
sometimes fight against) our elected officials. 

Try to think about how parking affects us, 
especially in summer. Plan for it, together 
with our Chamber of Commerce. Don’t wait 
until summer to work with the police about 
this pressing issue.

If we are to eventually open our streets to 
replace pipes or install a sewer system we must 
also look to put our power, telephone and cable 
lines below ground. Think of how this town 
would look without them. Get rid of the poles. 
As we do that, let’s re-examine our street lights, 
how much we need, how much we want.

We produce too much light, so much so 
that it blocks the stars. Just imagine how our 
little town would look if we could do all the 
things that it needs. There is the line by Con-
fucius that says the journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step. Start now.

— Brendan Cahill, Editor 

adde K Salon 
3 Lido Blvd • Point Lookout, NY 11569 • (516) 431-5598

30% of haircuts for new customers
MENTION THIS AD



THE COMMUNITY OUTLOOK 
P.O. BOX NO. 28 
POINT LOOKOUT, L.I., N.Y. 11569

ADD–E K SALON • 431-5598
ARTISTIC DESIGNS • 431-7286
ASSET SERVICING CORP • 889-5500
BRENNAN DEVELOPMENT CORP. • 431-7004
BROWARD LIMOUSINE • 889 -4242
CONSIDER IT DONE • 732-5826
DOXSEE SEA CLAM, INC. • 432-0529
FISHERMAN’S CATCH RESTAURANT • 670-9717
FUTURISTIC HOME, INC. • 431-2348
GELO’S POINT PHARMACY • 889-3444
GOMEZ POINT REALTY • 432-5777
HOME CARE CONCEPTS • 752-0555
IGA MEROLA SUPERMARKET • 431-2145
J.R. TORRES LANDSCAPING • 579-3249
JOE’S ANCHOR INN • 432-9335
JOHN JAMES BENEFITS, LTD. • 897-2486 X 22
JOJO APPLES • 432-6494
LAVENDER ON THE CHANNEL • 208-3211
LAWRENCE W. KREUTZBERG  
FINANCIAL CONSULTANT • 631-385-5255
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF LONG ISLAND • 431-3144 
LAZY PELICAN • 889-3995
LECHLER ELECTRIC, INC. • 889-6861
LOOKOUT DELI CAFÉ • 432-3354

POINT LOOKOUT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Please support your local businesses!

LOWEREE CONSTRUCTION • 889-1538
MACDONALD PLUMBING • 432-0246
MCINTYRE CONTRACTING, INC. • 431-9682
MOHAWK CARPET • 526-3860
MORNING SUN NURSERY SCHOOL • 432-6333
OCEAN GRACE, INC. DECORATING • 909-9955
OLIVE OIL’S RESTAURANT • 432-0000
PELIKAN’S PEEPS SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY • 897-7337
POINT ARTWORKS • 432-7852
POINT LOOKOUT AUTO SERVICE • 431-4270
POINT LOOKOUT WINE & SPIRITS • 432-3492
RESCUE FINANCIAL SERVICES • 889-7202
SCOTTY’S FISHING STATION • 432-4665
SKIPPER DEE’S ICE CREAM • 917-561-7854
SOURCE ABSTRACT • 726-4341
SOUTH SHORE SEA BURIALS, INC. • 866-722-6201
SPOTLIGHT CHILDREN’S THEATRE • 897-5555
STUDIO 5 YOGA & PILATES • 208-5905
TED’S FISHING STATION • 431-4193
THE FRAMING EDGE • 432-5736
THERESA C. LANZONE, M.D. PEDIATRICS, YOUNG ADULTS • 432-0545
TOM HUG REAL ESTATE • 431-8000
TWISTER, INC. T-SHIRTS, HATS, PROMO ITEMS • 431-2651
WILLIAM MEIER REAL ESTATE • 897-4888


