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POINT LOOKOUT  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

60 FREEPORT AVENUE
Rev. Gregory Kemper, Pastor

Church Phone: 432-5990
Sunday Morning Worship: 10 AM

Nursery Care: 10:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM

(Pre-K to Grade 7)
Men’s Bible Study–Tuesdays

6–7 PM (Downstairs)
Wednesday–“Alive” Youth Group

7–9 PM for Grades 8–12
See our website for complete information

The PLCC.com

OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS 
MEDAL CHURCH

75 Parkside Drive, PO Box 20
Rev. Patrick J. Callan, Pastor

Rectory Telephone:   431-2772 • 432-8669 
website: www.olmmc.com

Masses-Weekdays:   7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. Summer 
7:30 a.m. Winter

Saturday:  7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Sunday:   7:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 
12:30 p.m.

Serving Lido Beach and Point Lookout

This will probably be one of the most mem-
orable starts of a New Year that I’ve ever 
had. I returned from a week’s trip to Israel 
with my wife at the end of January. Our 
group packed in more sites and miles then 
I thought was humanly possible in the time 
we had. Though it was exhausting we loved 
every minute of it. 

Almost every location where something 
significant in the Bible took place has had 
a beautiful religious structure built over it. 
On the one hand it’s kind of nice because 
this is how so many places have been pre-
served over the centuries. On the other hand 
you sometimes wish you could view a loca-
tion without all the commercialism and get 
a better sense of what it was like thousands 
of years ago.

One such site was a valley that the Bible 
refers to as “the valley of Elah”. It’s just a 
wide mountain valley with trees, rocks, a 
stream, and some fields. Probably not much 
has changed over the centuries. No shrines, 
gold domed churches, temples, or mosques. 
Yet this is where one of the most famous sto-
ries of the entire Bible is to have taken place, 
the battle between David and Goliath. 

In a way that valley stands symbolically 
of how David himself was. No fancy army 
or weapons. Just a simple shepherd boy 
comfortable being who God had made him. 
As a matter of fact when he volunteered to 
take on the intimidating giant, King Saul 
tried to first dress him up in his fancy armor. 
(1Samuel 17:38) If David had gone into bat-

tle using Saul’s armor, he would have lost. It 
was too big, clumsy and heavy for him. God 
knew what David needed, and God knows 
what you need. God doesn’t waste abilities; 
He matches our calling and our capabilities. 

The Bible does not say you are God’s 
appliance; it says you are his masterpiece. 
“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has cre-
ated us anew in Christ Jesus, so that we can 
do the good things he planned for us long 
ago.” (Ephesians 2:10) Masterpieces get 
handcrafted. God did not make you exactly 
like anyone else. We don’t realize how truly 
unique each of us is. DNA molecules can 
unite in an infinite number of ways. I read 
that the number is 10 to the 2,400,000,000th 
power. That number is the likelihood that 
you’d ever find somebody just like you. If 
you were to write out that number with each 
zero being one inch wide, you’d need a strip 
of paper 37,000 miles long!

God knew what he was doing when he 
chose a small simple shepherd boy to deliver 
his people from the oppression of the Philis-
tine empire. No fancy armor just a sling and 
five smooth stones. God knew what he was 
doing when he made you. He doesn’t want 
you to be anyone else. It’s time to stop walk-
ing around in Saul’s armor. In the same way 
that valley best tells God’s story by staying 
the way God made it. We best tell His story 
by simply being who He made us. 

God Bless, 
— Pastor Greg Kemper 
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I hope your holidays were joyful and safe. 
Another holiday season has passed and a 
new year is upon us. Hopefully, 2011 will be 
prosperous and bring good fortune to every-
one. Thank you for your continued financial 
support even during these tough economic 
times. Did you know that last year was our 
busiest year since 2005?

We were proud once again to provide 
Santa with his chariot. Our elves and Rudolph 
accompanied Santa on his tour around town 
handing out candy canes. We appreciated your 
enthusiasm and support. Right after Christmas 
we had a serious blizzard. Normally members 
are alerted for alarms with pagers they wear, 
but during a storm like that, when travel is dif-
ficult or even dangerous, we have standbys in 
the firehouse. Members of the fire department 
stayed overnight in the firehouse for 19 hours 
during the December snowstorm to have crews 
at the ready for any emergencies that may have 
arisen. Thankfully, there were none. We are all 
grateful to them for giving up their time. One 
thing that can help us tremendously during 
snowstorms is digging out hydrants near your 
home. I know I’ve mentioned this before, but 
it’s very important. Although we do try to dig 
many out, we can’t get to all of them. Remem-
ber it is to your benefit.

 On January 30 the members of the PLLFD 
played a charity football game against the 
Island Park fire department to raise money 
for the Nassau County Firefighters Burn Cen-
ter Foundation. If you would like to donate 
to this very worthy cause, you can do so at 
www.burncenterfoundation.org/main.htm. 

Last year we were able to raise $500. This 
year we are hoping to raise even more.

 We had one serious alarm in early Janu-
ary by Regent Drive and Lido Blvd. A pedes-
trian crossing Lido Blvd. was struck by a 
vehicle and required a helicopter for trans-
port to Nassau University Medical Center. 
Fortunately we haven’t had any major loss 
of property or loss of life. 

Thanks to a grant we were able to secure, 
the fire department purchased three new 
thermal imaging cameras. We have had one 
for about five years and now, we are able 
to outfit four vehicles with them. Thermal 
imaging cameras are valuable tools we can 
use to determine if fire has traveled into 
walls without having to damage the wall. 
These are a great addition to our arsenal and 
will help us to serve the community better. 

Did you know our department website is 
fully functional with many great features? 
We have several stories about activities that 
are going on, alerts for the community, back-
ground on the fire department, information 
bulletins from the fire district and news stories. 
I urge everyone to drop by at www.pllfd.org 
and check it out! The Smokin’ Seagulls Drill 
Team will soon be practicing again for the 
upcoming summer season. Stay tuned. Last, 
but certainly not least, we’d like to extend our 
sincerest congratulations to Lieutenant George 
Conaty of Action Engine Co. #1 and his wife 
Shannon on becoming the proud parents of 
Lucas Joseph on January 8. Congrats are in 
order for new grandparents Lieutenant Tom 
and Joanie Conaty as well.

Last year we had a blast interacting with 
everyone during Children’s Day at the beach 
and our fire prevention open house. Keep an 
eye out for us again in 2011! If you have any 
suggestions, thoughts, concerns or state-
ments please let us know. Our website can 
be used to contact us. We are looking for-
ward to a great year!
— Brian S. Guerin 

As always, stay safe and “In Case of Fire or Emergency dial 742-3300” for your Fire Department.

L I C E N S E D  R E A L E S TAT E  B R O K E R S
THOMAS A. HUG — MARIAN M. HUG — MOREEN CAHILL CAREY
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17 LIDO BLVD. • P.O. BOX 1 • PT. LOOKOUT, NY 11569
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THE AMERICAN NOAH
Andrew Jackson Higgins was anointed The 
American Noah by none other than Adolph 
Hitler himself. Like his namesake, Higgins 
was a self-educated, tough-minded man of 
action. Other similarities were will power, 
brains, unlimited imagination, determina-
tion, leadership, boldness, drive, energy and 
humble beginnings. By September 1943, 
Higgins had accomplished an impressive 
record in small boat production for the U. 
S. armed forces and allies. At that time the 
United States Navy had 14,072 vessels. Of 
that number, 12,964 were boats designed 
by Higgins. In 1937, his New Orleans-
based company consisted of a few men 
and one building. In July 1944, Higgins 
Industries operated seven plants employing 

over 20,000 black and white men, women, 
elderly, handicapped and anyone else capa-
ble of boat building. His was a totally inte-
grated work force.

Higgins was so sure that there would be 
war and that his country would be in desper-
ate need of his small boats that be bought an 
entire year’s crop of Philippine mahogany. 
Higgins’ boats were not built of plywood as 
many believe, but were of double planked 
mahogany as were PT boats of which Hig-
gins Industries built 199. ELCO, of Bay-
onne, N.J., built 326 Pts.

During the 1930’s, the navy was not inter-
ested in a small time Southern wooden boat 
builder. They preferred the builders of large 
steel war ships. In fact, Higgins was persona 
non grata with the navy’s Bureau of Con-
struction and Repair. They had their own 
design for landing craft and found Higgins 
to be a “Bad Boy.” Columnist Drew Pearson 
described him as “very disagreeable, likes 
to write insulting letters to admirals, gets on 
everyone’s nerves, but is a genius when it 
comes to small boat design.” As a builder of 
small boats, Pearson rated him “at the top.” 
Only the Marine Corps recognized that the 
key to transporting men and equipment from 
ship to shore was a proper landing craft, sta-
ble in a seaway, yet flat bottomed and shal-
low for beach landings. Before the war, the 
navy was not interested in landing craft at 
all. They assumed that if war broke out in 

Europe, the French would hold their ports 
open as in World War One. 

At one point, Higgins examined the 
Bureau’s design of a landing craft and 
scrawled “THIS IS CRAP” on the cover 
page. Although somewhat crude, Higgins 
knew the dangers of inferior design; it could 
and would cost lives. The Bureau of Ships 
and Repair once offered Higgins a contract 
to build a number of landing craft of their 
design. So contemptuous was he of their 
dangerously designed boat that he refused, 
even though he desperately needed work. 

It was the Marine Corps that champi-
oned Higgins. They recognized his superior 
design and had a fine working relationship 
with him. They listened to each other. Sea-
going competition during fleet amphibious 
exercises consistently proved the superior-
ity of Higgins’ design while the Bureau’s 
failed every time. The Bureau was nothing if 
not stubborn. Eventually, pressure from the 
Marine Corps and Harry Truman’s Senate 
Committee Report forced the Navy to stan-
dardize on the Higgins Boat. Chris Craft and 
others were given contracts to build Hig-
gins’ design royalty free. 

A person might think that designing a 
thirty-six foot boat for ferry men and mate-
rial from ship to shore would be a simple 
thing. I know something about boats and that 
is completely erroneous. This was an almost 
flat bottomed, shallow draft boat with a pro-
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tected rudder and propeller that had to safely 
land thirty-six men or four tons of equip-
ment directly on a beach totally unprotected 
from the elements. The two most feared 
words by the old time sailing ship men were 
“BREAKERS AHEAD.” Thousands of lives 
were lost over the years from ships break-
ing up on a lee shore. Landing Craft hit the 
beach at full throttle, racing the breakers so 
as not to broach side- too and swamp. The 
men and equipment had to be discharged 
quickly and the boat retracted from the 
beach under its own power. Once retracted, 
it had to spin around in its own length and 
face the oncoming breakers head on, so as 
not to broach. It had to be strong yet light to 
be carried on shipboard davits. It also had to 
be light enough to be transported by truck 
for river crossing assaults.

The key to vessel stability is deep draft. 
The deeper the draft and more weight carried 
below, the more sea worthy the boat. How 
could a small, shallow draft, flat bottomed 
boat carry such a load in the open ocean 
in a running sea? I would say that to build 
such a boat with these conflicting charac-
teristics could not be done. It could be and 
was done. “The H*** I can’t” was Higgins’ 
motto. During the development stage of the 
LCVP (Landing Craft Vehicle and Person-
nel, the Marine Corps decided that a bow 
ramp was absolutely necessary. The concept 
was quickly demonstrated by Higgins using 
a cigar box for a model. Here was a man who 
could quickly grasp an idea, translate it into 
a practical design and construct a prototype 
while others were pondering the problem. 
Ships built by Henry J. Kaiser, the great Lib-
erty Ship builder, sailed under names given 
by the navy or maritime commission. Planes 
by major manufactures were known by let-
ters and numerical designation. Only one 
landing craft bore the name of its builder — 
“Higgins Boats.”

By war’s end, Higgins Industries had 
built 20,094 boats for the armed forces, sup-
plied components for the atom bomb, built 
one hundred freight ships for the army, and 
designed the standardized LCP, LCVP, and 
LCM and one of the two types of PT boats. 
In the words of General of the Army Dwight 
D. Eisenhower-“If Higgins had not designed 
and built those LCVPs, we never could have 
landed over an open beach. The whole strat-
egy of the war would have been different.” 

Higgins built no LSTs (Landing Ship 

Tank) although he did design an Atlantic 
Tank Carrier which he claimed to be the 
granddaddy of the LST. My good friend, 
Marvin Feingold could not wait to get into 
the U.S. Navy. Immediate upon turning 
seventeen he prevailed on his parents to 
sign off on his enlistment. After complet-
ing boot training at Sampson Naval Training 
Base on Lake Seneca in New York’s Finger 
Lakes Region, Marvin was assigned to an 
LST (LONG SLOW TARGET) on the West 
Coast. From there he shipped out to Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii, where he was transferred to 
Landing Craft Support #96. In record time 
he was rated cook, put in charge of the galley 
and fed the ship’s compliment of 6 officers 
and 65 enlisted men. 

The Landing Craft Support was 158 feet 
in length with a beam of 23 feet. They drew 
4’9’’ forward and 6’6’’ aft were flat bottomed 
with skegs (small keels) between and on 
either side of the twin screws which allowed 
the ships to safely beach. A stern anchor was 
used to pull the ship off. During an amphibi-
ous landing, the time between the end of 
shelling from the large ships and the arrival 
of the landing craft on the beach allowed 
the defenders to regroup. The Landing Craft 
Support was designed to fill this void. These 
vessels were the lead ships in the assault. 
Attacking the beach in a line- abreast, they 
usually made three runs on the beach, firing 
rocket barrages at 1000, 800 and 500 yards. 
After the last rocket round, they opened up 
with the bow guns and when a few hundred 
yards off the beach turned and ran broad-
side, firing on targets of opportunity. On the 
third run, they were followed by the landing 
craft, and as they approached the shore, they 
would slow down while the landing craft 
passed through their lines and hit the beach. 
The LCSs remained close inshore, providing 
fire support for the troops. 

At Okinawa, the ships provided picket 
patrol, intercepting kamikazes. When not 
on a picket stations, the ship would create 
smoke to hide the fleet at anchor and perform 
“skunk patrol” screening for suicide boats. 
Heavily armed and known as ‘MIGHTY 
MIDGETS,’ the LCS provided close in fire-
power as troops landed on enemy beaches 
throughout the Pacific Theater. When sta-
tioned at Shanghai, Marvin participated 
in mine removal. His ship, LCS 96, would 
locate mines and detonate them with gunfire.

Included in Marvin’s tour of duty were 

Guam, Okinawa, Hong Kong and Shanghai. 
Other ports of call were Amoy, Canton, the 
Philippine Islands and Japan. When Land-
ing Craft Support 96 returned to the West 
Coast of the U.S., they were permitted to fly 
a victory banner from the masthead, equal in 
length to one foot for each crewman. In this 
way all hands of the fleet knew that Marv’s 
ship was a ‘HOMEWARD BOUNDER”. 
Marvin was honorably discharged at the 
Lido Naval Separation Center.

In 1992 the U.S. Congress authorized the 
building of the National D-day Museum 
in New Orleans, on the site where Higgins 
boats were constructed. A reproduction of 
a Higgins LCVP built from original plans 
entirely by volunteers—several of whom 
worked for Higgins Industries during 
World War II, is on display. The museum 
houses a photographic gallery, weapons, 
uniforms and other artifacts, as well as oral 
and written memoirs from participants in 
the battle that the Eisenhower Center at the 
University of New Orleans has been gather-
ing since 1983. 

Author’s note: Several landing craft were 
stationed at the Lido Naval Base during 
the war years. They would pass our dock 
on Reynolds Channel en route to and from 
mock amphibious landings on Lido Beach.

— Bob Doxsee
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This has been a quiet month at the Library, 
as snow has kept many folks homebound. 
Yvette Richie stopped by with this article

Feral Cat Cause
We Can All Make A Difference
More than a year ago, Tate Simmons and 
Danielle Casey, now aged 12, became aware 
of the sad plight of stray cats in Point Look-
out. They decided to try to help.

In June of 2010 Tate learned of a large 
colony of cats on Inwood Avenue. She wrote 
a heart-felt letter and posted it around town 
asking for help. A number of local residents 
were very generous with their efforts and 
financial donations. Among the first were 
Nancy Raynor and Lisa Gahn.

The girls sold lemonade and cook-
ies around town. The collection grew and 
eventually totaled nearly $2,000 (of which 
$1,000 was collected at Sue and Ted Wond-
sel’s fishing station).

The greatest expense is having the cats 
neutered. Reduced veterinary fees were pro-
vided by local vets. In addition is the cost 
of food and medication. Virginia Randolph 
helped feed the cats and Tate medicated the 
kittens, all of whom had eye infections. Over 
twenty cats were individually trapped and 
neutered. Transportation was provided by 
Leslie and Glen Simmons.

Lisa Gahn fostered some of the cats in her 
office in Freeport. She searched the internet 
and found the Seers Sanctuary in southern 

New Jersey, which accepts animals in dis-
tress and need. Glen, with the help of Leslie, 
the girls, Lisa and friends, is repairing an old 
shed on the property and making it into a liv-
able area for the colonies of cats which had 
infiltrated Inwood Avenue. The cost of mate-
rial was from the girls funds, and the labor 
was donated.

The solution, of course, is to have all of 
Point Lookout’s stray cats neutered, which 
is out of Tate and Danielle’s reach. These 
girls, however, have certainly tried to make 
a difference.

As we close hear of the deaths of Debbie 
Eberhart and Dotsy Curley. We send our 
heartfelt condolences to their families and 
mourn with them their passing.

— Ingrid Stillwaggon

CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

Please support your  
local businesses
ADD–E K SALON – 431-5598

ARTISTIC DESIGNS – 431-7286
ASSET SERVICING CORP – 889-5500

BRENNAN DEVELOPMENT CORP. – 431-7004
BROWARD LIMOUSINE – 889 -4242

CONSIDER IT DONE – 732-5826
DOXSEE SEA CLAM, INC. – 432-0529

FISHERMAN’S CATCH RESTAURANT – 670-9717
FUTURISTIC HOME, INC. – 431-2348

GELO’S POINT PHARMACY – 889-3444
GOMEZ POINT REALTY – 432-5777
HOME CARE CONCEPTS – 752-0555

IGA MEROLA SUPERMARKET – 431-2145
J.R. TORRES LANDSCAPING – 579-3249

JOE’S ANCHOR INN – 432-9335
JOHN JAMES BENEFITS, LTD. – 897-2486 X 22

JOJO APPLES – 432-6494
LAVENDER ON THE CHANNEL – 208-3211

LAWRENCE W. KREUTZBERG  
FINANCIAL CONSULTANT – 631-385-5255

LAZY PELICAN – 889-3995
LECHLER ELECTRIC, INC. – 889-6861

LOOKOUT DELI CAFÉ – 432-3354
LOWEREE CONSTRUCTION – 889-1538
MACDONALD PLUMBING – 432-0246

MCINTYRE CONTRACTING, INC. – 431-9682
MOHAWK CARPET – 526-3860

MORNING SUN NURSERY SCHOOL – 432-6333
OCEAN GRACE, INC. DECORATING – 909-9955

OLIVE OIL’S RESTAURANT – 432-0000
PELIKAN’S PEEPS SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY 

897-7337
POINT ARTWORKS – 432-7852

POINT LOOKOUT AUTO SERVICE – 431-4270
POINT LOOKOUT WINE & SPIRITS – 432-3492

RESCUE FINANCIAL SERVICES – 889-7202
SCOTTY’S FISHING STATION – 432-4665

SKIPPER DEE’S ICE CREAM – 917-561-7854
SOURCE ABSTRACT – 726-4341

SOUTH SHORE SEA BURIALS, INC. – 866-722-6201
SPOTLIGHT CHILDREN’S THEATRE – 897-5555

STUDIO 5 YOGA & PILATES – 208-5905
TED’S FISHING STATION – 431-4193

THE FRAMING EDGE – 432-5736
THERESA C. LANZONE, M.D. PEDIATRICS, YOUNG 

ADULTS – 432-0545
TOM HUG REAL ESTATE – 431-8000

TWISTER, INC. T-SHIRTS, HATS, PROMO ITEMS 
431-2651

WILLIAM MEIER REAL ESTATE – 897-4888

POINT 
REALTY

S E RV I N G  O U R  C O M M U N I T Y F O R  4 4  Y E A R S

Rosemary Gomez • Paul Gomez  |  Licensed Real Estate Brokers
Loretta Gomez  |  Licensed Sales Associate

SALES • RENTALS • APPRAISALS
FAX • NOTARY PUBLIC • COPIES 

FAX: (516) 432-2499

24A LIDO BLVD. • POINT LOOKOUT • (516) 432-5777
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Fishing activity is understandably almost nil 
this time of year. Our members are spread 
hither and yon, trying to get away from the 
cold weather. Yours truly spent the month of 
November in Florida and half of December 
in Aruba. Truthfully, I never even looked 
at a fishing rod. I am now looking forward 
to spending the last half of the winter back 
in Florida. Kenny Andorfer is spending 
the winter surf casting at Jensen Beach on 
Hutchinson Island in Florida. His neighbor, 
Bill Kelly, has given up the fishing pole for 
the golf club. Bill is heading back to the 
Point. He heard his driveway was snow- 
covered. He is coming home to plow it. 
Harry Blair is commuting back and forth to 
Florida like it was Astoria. Harry still works! 
Thankfully my good friend, Harold Wondsel 
was still around. When Martha and I arrived 
home from a cruise in Mid January, we dis-
covered that there was no heat in the house. 
The temperature on all the thermostats was 
38 degrees. Chilly, to say the least, but thank-
fully no pipes were frozen. Harold, who was 
our chauffeur, got our gas furnace going in 
no time, and when National Grid showed up 
later that night, they could find nothing out 
of order. Who would have known that Har-
old was an apprentice plumber over 50 years 
ago, before becoming a Nassau County 
police officer? Lucky me.

In the December issue of the Outlook, I 
reported that Anthony Holmes caught the 
only legal-sized fluke for the year 2010, 
and then, much to the chagrin of his fellow 
anglers returned the winning catch to the 

briny. I reported that good old Anthony was 
akin to St. Francis of Assisi in his kindness. 
Then, I went to the Civic Association meet-
ing which was held in regard to our rotting 
seaweed problem and resultant release of 
toxic hydrogen sulfide gas. Being a cynical 
guy, I now wonder if good old Anthony was 
afraid to eat the fish. Perhaps he thought he 
would glow in the dark if he ingested the 
winner.

Last September Martha took me on a 
really interesting cruise which I highly rec-
ommend. The cruise was from Dover, Eng-
land, on the English Channel to Civitavec-
chia in Italy. First of all, the cliffs of Dover 
are really white, maybe a bit off white as the 
girls would say. Then we visited the beaches 
of Normandy and the cemetery where so 
many of our soldiers are buried. The cem-
etery is a very solemn and well- kept memo-
rial. It truly brings a tear to one’s eye. They 
say that it’s an ill wind that doesn’t blow 
some good. Well, the town of Normandy is 
booming with tourists. This would probably 
not be the case had the invasion took place 
elsewhere. Normandy is no Point Lookout in 
the summer.

A couple of days later, we arrived at the 
Rock of Gibraltar which is truly a marvel. 
Your chubby reporter walked up the road 
to the top. I never thought I could do it, but 
somehow I managed. So did Martha. Our 
guide told us that there are 34 miles of tun-
nels inside the rock that one could drive a 
good sized truck through. During World War 
II, there were 23,000 soldiers inside the rock. 
All non-combatants were evacuated. Inside 
there is a hospital and a fresh water reser-
voir. And yes, there are monkeys all over the 
place. A full grown monkey is about three 
feet tall. On every tour, the guide reported 
that at least one person gets bitten by one 
of these denizens, and sure enough, a lady 
got bitten in the thigh. The legend goes that 

as long as the monkeys survive on the rock, 
the Brits will retain control. When you are as 
near to the summit of Gibraltar as you can 
go, you can see the peaks of the Alas Moun-
tains in Morocco, only eight miles away.

In July of 1963, before I was an attorney, 
I took a job as an adjuster with the Allstate 
Insurance Company. After training school, I 
was assigned to the Flushing office. The boss 
said an experienced adjuster would show 
me the ropes. The adjuster turned out to be 
Thomas J. Walsh – the same Tom Walsh who 
lived on Cedarhurst Avenue. It was with deep 
sadness that I learned that Tom had passed 
away. I was in Florida at the time. My work-
ing experience with Tom was more fun than 
work. He had a great Irish sense of humor 
– we were kindred spirits and laughed our 
way throughout the five boroughs. Tom was 
not married yet. I will always remember the 
boss coming up to me on a Monday morn-
ing and telling me, “Tom won’t be in today. 
He called from Paris. He was married over 
the weekend.” I have a lot of Tom Walsh sto-
ries – all good and all funny. Tom and I went 
our separate ways. He left the company to 
become a teacher at Francis Lewis H.S., and 
I ended up in the legal department at Allstate. 
Then, lo and behold, the fates smiled, and we 
met again in the Point after I married Martha 
Mellon. Tom was the recording secretary of 
the Fishing Club when I joined. Rolf Sam-
son was the president. When Tom moved out 
east, Rolf appointed me as his successor.

Poor Tom didn’t have it easy. It seems that 
in his later years, he was beset with one ill-
ness after another. But, I will always remem-
ber his smiling Irish face. He was truly a 
good guy.

To his wife Jean and his family we extend 
our heartfelt condolences.

— Roland Donohue

WILLIAM E. MEIER INC.
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER  |  POINT LOOKOUT, NY

SALES • RENTALS • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
MORTGAGE LOANS • NOTARY PUBLIC

95 Glenwood Avenue  |  Point Lookout, NY 11569
(516) 897-4888  |  Fax (516) 897-6549  |  www.williammeierrealty.com
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Here Are Your 2011 Homework Assignments
I’m giving each and every Point Lookout res-
ident two homework assignments – no cheat-
ing. First, go to your computer and Google 
Earth – you know, the planet you live on. If 
you can’t access it on your own computer, 
go to the library and access it there. Start at 
the northeast corner of town. Note the dense 
green to inky black swatch hugging the 
brown matted shoreline. Now journey west 
along Reynolds Channel into Long Beach. 
Note similar swatches stranding along the 
way. Pass the train station, but not too far; 
make a right; and cruise the channels north, 
back east and south again. Observe the same 
green and blackness minced atop the water 
and accreting at every shoreline. That’s all 
seaweed – in some places carpets the size of 
football fields and over four feet thick – and 
it’s suffocating the Western Bays, particu-
larly at the bottom.

What your birds-eye tour should affirm 
is our odorous cove is only one small omen 
pointing to a far greater epidemic about to 
consume the embayment. Picture it, square 
miles of decomposing seaweed emitting 
odorous and debilitating gases. Don’t think 
it can happen? Then, take the cruise again; 
and this time with the understanding the 
bays and channels are at capacity. They can-
not retain anymore seaweed without it sur-
facing. All that green and black you see is 
toxic underneath and about to bubble up and 
strand somewhere; and when it does, price-
less marshes could become gassy swamp-
land and waterfront property, “Stinkytowns” 
– just like our own all too frequently last 
summer. And, the looming crisis is already 
evidencing itself. At mid to low tide, even 
during the colder months, you can easily 
smell “the odor” along the Loop and by the 
Jones Beach tolls. And, did you happen to 
see Reynolds Channel on January 8th? The 
water appeared sodded as “greenberg” after 
“greenberg,” replete with seagull hitchhik-
ers, floated by on their way out to sea.

Sorry, but contrary to bureaucratic spin, 
this is not a natural occurrence; it is no acci-
dent; and it’s certainly not healthy. Seaweed 
proliferation is consistent with local sewage 
treatment plants (STPs) discharging 65 to 
75 million gallons of nitrogen-laden effluent 
into the Bays each and every day for the last 
two decades. Tragically, no nitrogen limi-
tations currently exist on STP effluent dis-
charge. (This includes, among other related 

compounds, ammonia, nitrates and nitrites.) 
And, even if each facility were to start dis-
charging nitrogen-free tomorrow, it would 
take at least ten years, possibly twenty, for 
the Bays to rid themselves of this fueling 
source and related hazards. Granted, our 
own emergency may be resolved by spring; 
but this long-term dilemma will not. Sea-
weed and its respective odors are sure to 
surface for years to come, and possibly here, 
again and again and again.

Yes, a serious problem lurks on the near 
horizon. Pathetically, government officials 
are still too busy discounting the circum-
stances and deflecting culpability to address 
it effectively or long-term. Correction: This 
unabashed disregard for both environment 
and constituency is beneath pathetic. It’s 
beneath tragic and contempt as well. Bot-
tom line, big-picture: The criminal insan-
ity has got to stop! We need a comprehen-
sive, long-term, Western Bays restoration 
plan that, among other goals, will: establish 
nitrogen-free discharge standards; expedite 
STP repair and upgrades; end self-policing; 
require vigilant compliance; and demand 
accountability 

In retrospect, Assemblyman Weisen-
berg’s environmental meeting in December 
may have been a springboard toward enact-
ing such a plan. In addition to facilitating 
local permit approvals, the SRO audience 
emotionally voiced environmental concerns, 
many of them health related; and demon-
strated they exist not just in Point Lookout 
but in Long Beach and north of the Loop 
as well. Our not so distant East Rockaway 
neighbors have been begging (on and off) 
for Bay Park relief since the ’70s. Unheeded 
to date, their pleas continue. However, pro-
active momentum among bay area taxpayers 
appears to be mounting; and, if united prop-
erly and directed effectively, could propel 
restoration forward. 

How do we capitalize on this?

We start right now, right here. Beset with 
ongoing odor and health concerns over the 
last eight months now, and having embraced 
the Weisenberg meeting, it is incumbent upon 
local residents to make Western Bays resto-
ration their top priority. The Point Lookout 
Civic Association adopted this crusade three 
years ago. Your second assignment is to join 
in. Yes, it will burn some precious time; but 

it’s vital to your health, quality of life and, 
not so tertiary, your property values. 

You may work with the Civic or initiate 
action on your own. Working with the PLCA 
means having access to outside exper-
tise as well. For the past year, the Citizens 
Campaign for the Environment, Operation 
SPLASH and the PLCA Environmental 
Committee have been working in concert 
to advance TMDL assessment and West-
ern Bays restoration. Recent Civic “calls to 
arms” (to protect the Lloyd Aquifer in ’07 
and fund the Jones Inlet dredging in ’08) 
demonstrated a multitude of alarmed resi-
dents, continuously “bombarding” state offi-
cials with telephone calls – posing legitimate 
demands and requiring judicious responses 
– can be quite effective. Similar bombard-
ment, demanding assessment and restora-
tion be expedited, could facilitate this goal 
as well. Alternatively, taking one’s own path 
is not to be discounted. Advocates, writ-
ing independent letters, can also bear fruit. 
While officials may view an organization’s 
letter as just one letter (no matter how large 
the group), hundreds of poignant missives, 
timely sent, may have far greater impact, as 
each one could easily represent a future vote. 

Protect yourself. If you don’t, no one else 
will.

— Gerald Ottavino

Brian McGee

Young Life of 
Long Beach

southshore.younglife.org

Cell: 631.807.9993
97 Indiana Ave

Long Beach, NY 11561

“As iron sharpens iron,  
so one man  

sharpens another.”
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FLOOD INSURANCE
LOWEST RATES AVAILABLE

CALL 888-Y A TITTLE
(516.665.2000)

Y. A. TITTLE  
INSURANCE SERVICES

Patricia Smucker, LCSW
Christian Counselor

241 Lagoon Drive W.
Lido Beach, NY 11561
Phone: 516-432-9542
Fax: 516-432-9542

Email: psmucker@optonline.net

Tel: 516-223-5300 • Fax: 516-623-6849

GEORGE J. HACKETT, JR.
INSURANCE AGENCY

Fire-Life Bonds-Marine-Auto-Homeowners 
Health-Personal and Corporate Programs

720-Sunrise Highway • P.O. Box 522
Baldwin, New York 11510

CHARLES J. O’SHEA FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

EAST MEADOW: 
2515 N. Jerusalem Rd., E. Meadow, N.Y. 11554 

516.826.1010

WANTAGH: 
603 Wantagh Ave., Wantagh, N.Y. 11793 

516.731.5550

Directions: To East Meadow  — Meadowbrook Parkway to  
Southern State Parkway (east bound) to Exit 25N (Newbridge Road, 
East Meadow) to North Jerusalem Road right, to Funeral Home.

Directions: To Wantagh  — Meadowbrook Parkway to Southern  
State Parkway (east bound) to Exit 28N (Wantagh Ave.) One mile  
to Funeral Home.
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DR. MATTHEW J. NESTER
PODIATRIST

Medicine and Surgery 
of the Foot

3227 Long Beach Rd.
Oceanside, New York 11572 

516.431.1600

Free Delivery to Pt. Lookout

Dr. Harry Briffel • Dr. Meyanne Briffel

OPTOMETRISTS
Professional Vision Care and Eye Exams

Consults For Laser Vision Correction

Comprehensive Contact Lens Services

Fashion, Sport And Sun Eyewear

612 E. Park Ave • Long Beach, NY 
431-3838 by appointment

Christopher Jordan
Funeral Director
24 hour service

302 Long Beach Road
Island Park, NY 11558

(516) 431-2900
www.jordanfh.com

adde K Salon 
3 Lido Blvd • Point Lookout, NY 11569 • (516) 431-5598

25% off Haircuts for all NEW clients on Tues and Wed and  
15% off Haircuts with single color for existing clients
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This month there is no editorial. It’s been a 
quiet winter in town, probably compounded 
by the heavy snowfall, but we miss the walk-
ers and the sounds. It’s a season where we 
take stock of where we are in our lives, and 
hold close to those we love, where we make 
plans that will be executed later, after the 
thaw. On to the spring!

— Brendan Cahill, Editor 

There’s a certain slant of light

There’s a certain slant of light,
On winter afternoons,
That oppresses, like the weight
Of cathedral tunes.

Heavenly hurt it gives us;
We can find no scar,
But internal difference
Where the meanings are.

None may teach it anything,
‘Tis the seal, despair,-
An imperial affliction
Sent us of the air.

When it comes, the landscape listens,
Shadows hold their breath;
When it goes, ‘t is like the distance
On the look of death.

— Emily Dickinson
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Editorial

POINT ARTWORKS
9 LIDO BLVD  |   432-7852

GIFTS – GREETING CARDS AND MUCH MUCH MORE!

One summer day, my mom had to work at her 
new Yoga and Pilates Studio, so my grandma 
was watching my brother and me. She took 
us down to the cove behind her house and 
showed us these long, thick, black pipes. We 
asked her what they were for and she said: 
“Do you remember this summer when you 
smelt that horrible stench?” We replied “Yes 
it was terrible!” She said: “That’s the seaweed 
over there” and pointed to the beach which is 
no longer a beach because the sand and water 
are covered in dry, smelly, crusty seaweed! 
My grandma told us: “Well let’s walk along 
the pipes and you and Chris can see who can 
go the longest without falling.” So we did. As 
we were walking we saw raccoons paw prints 
on the pipes, it was funny. Then my grandma 
started telling Chris and I a story that when 
she was our age she never had this stench but 
then 10 years ago Point Lookout got it. It was 
never as bad as it is now because the sewage 

plant in Bay Park was dumping in our waters! 
Two months later my mom, brother, and I 

were walking out the door to go to the bus stop 
and we had to shut the door right away because 
it smelt like rotten eggs. I thought I was going 
to vomit it was so bad. My mom told us to put 
our faces in out sweatshirts. It helped but we 
still smelt it. Finally, when we got home it was 
gone; but I remembered my grandma telling 
me that story about the seaweed, so I called her 
and told her how bad it was and she knew. 

A week later I went to a meeting at the Point 
Lookout Recreation Center with my mom and 
brother after his wrestling practice. I was very 
sad, scared, and confused because everyone 
was crying, screaming, and telling there per-
sonal stories about the horrible stench in Point 
Lookout. The politicians were trying to tell 
everyone it’s no big deal you will get sick for 
a day and then are fine; but that was a lie! My 
grandma never gets sick because she is a health 

and organic freak, but she had a very bad cold 
for at least 2-3 months. My mom thought that 
we should go home because my brother and I 
were scared. 

A couple weeks later my brother heard gun 
shots from the beach; it was duck hunters. He 
looked in the water and saw big piles of dead 
ducks, but it wasn’t ducks. It was seaweed. 
I honestly didn’t know what to say because 
what happens in the summer when the sun 
is shining on it and the seaweed starts roast-
ing. It will smell even worse and the stench 
has hydrogen sulfide so pregnant women will 
have to move because that can kill the baby in 
her stomach and little kids will get very sick. 

I hope the state fixes this because this is 
an emergency and needs to be fixed right 
away! Also I am sick of people that I love 
are getting harmed by this!

— Skylar Bertuglia

An Emergency In Point Lookout That Needs To Be Fixed
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