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POINT LOOKOUT  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

60 FREEPORT AVENUE
Rev. Gregory Kemper, Pastor

Church Phone: 432-5990
Sunday Morning Worship: 10 AM

Nursery Care: 10:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM

(Pre-K to Grade 7)
Men’s Bible Study–Tuesdays

6–7 PM (Downstairs)
Wednesday–“Alive” Youth Group

7–9 PM for Grades 8–12
See our website for complete information

The PLCC.com

OUR LADY OF THE MIRACULOUS 
MEDAL CHURCH

75 Parkside Drive, PO Box 20
Rev. Patrick J. Callan, Pastor

Rectory Telephone:   431-2772 • 432-8669 
website: www.olmmc.com

Masses-Weekdays:   7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. Summer 
7:30 a.m. Winter

Saturday:  7:30 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Sunday:   7:30 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 
12:30 p.m.

Serving Lido Beach and Point Lookout

Did you know the popular saying “actions 
speak louder than words” is actually based 
on a Bible verse? James 2:14 says, “What 
use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has 
faith but he has no deeds?” Another version 
puts it this way, “Does merely talking about 
faith indicate that a person really has it?” 
One of the best ways I’ve ever heard it put is 
we can divide up what we believe into three 
categories. What I say I believe, what I think 
I believe, and what I reveal that I believe.

Often what I say I believe may be what 
I want other people to think I believe. For 
example, if a certain someone asks me, 
“Does this dress make my hips look too 
large?” the correct response is “No. I didn’t 
even know you had hips until you mentioned 
them.” I make such statements for “PR” pur-
poses, regardless of whether I really believe 
them. Public figures are notorious for stating 
convictions for the purpose of creating an 
impression rather than communicating truth. 

Secondly, what I think I believe. Some-
times I may sincerely think I believe some-
thing but it turns out they may be fickle. For 
example, at one point Jesus told Peter that 
he was going to deny him three times before 
the cock crowed. Peter said: “Even if all fall 
away, I will not …. Even if I have to die 
with you, I will never disown you”. When 
Peter said these words he sincerely thought 
he believed them. But the next day when the 
heat was on, when he actually was confronted 
with the fact that he would have to suffer if he 
aligned himself with Jesus those convictions 
turned out to not run as deep as he thought. 

Lastly, what we do actually reveals what we 
really believe. There are certain things that I 
really believe. I believe that if I touch fire I will 
get burned. I believe in gravity. I don’t have 
to say, “Today, I’m going to demonstrate my 
commitment to my belief in gravity.” I don’t 
have to remind myself not to jump out of a 
ten-story building. My actions are always the 
result of what I really believe. This means that 
I will have to become a student of my own 
behavior to find out what I really believe.

This can be quite challenging at times. I 
think I believe Jesus when he said, “Let the 
one who would be great become a servant.” 
I’d mark this one true on a test, but my wife 
isn’t always convinced I believe it if she 
needs help around the house like mopping the 
kitchen floor. Jesus said “it’s better to give than 
to receive.” I preach messages on this, but the 
place where my wallet lives is less certain. 

Jesus believed those things with the same 
conviction that I believe in gravity. What he 
said and what he thought were in harmony 
with what he did. The disciples looked at 
Jesus, and they thought, I like his life, I wish I 
could live like that. When they tried doing the 
things that Jesus instructed, they found that 
his teachings actually made sense when they 
acted on them. Forgiving worked better than 
vengeance. Generosity worked better than 
hoarding. They began to believe these truths 
for themselves. Finally, after his crucifixion 
and resurrection they realized that Jesus is the 
Savior of the world and they trusted him with 
their eternal destinies as well. 

The bottom line is, by stepping out and 
doing what Jesus said not only reveals what 
I really believe, it strengthens my faith in 
those things I may be a little fickle about. 
So actions not only speak louder than words, 
they strengthen our faith. Step out this spring 
and strengthen your walk with God.

God Bless, 
— Pastor Greg Kemper 

Pastor’s Outlook
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POINT LOOKOUT BRANCH  
LONG BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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Monday 4 PM–8 PM 
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Check dates at Library



June-July 2011 The Community Outlook Page 3

L I C E N S E D  R E A L E S TAT E  B R O K E R S
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT • NOTARY PUBLIC  

GLOBAL FAX AND EMAIL SERVICES • PHOTOCOPY CENTER

TEL: 516 431-8000 • FAX: 516 431-4000 • WEB: www.hugrealestate.com
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The website for  

The Community Outlook  

can be found at  

www.communityoutlook.org.  

Download the current issue,  

see the ways you can support the 

newspaper or get involved,  

and read past archived issues. 

The Community Outlook 
On-line

OLMM’s Annual Blood Drive will be held 
on Tuesday, June 14th in the Bishop Molloy  
Rec Center from 2:00 PM until 8:00 PM. 
If you do not wish to give blood, maybe 
you would consider becoming a Bone Mar-
row Donor. We will be doing Bone Marrow 
testing (HLA) that day if you would like to 
be put on the Bone Marrow Register List. 
Please call Karen Heneghan at 431-4878 or 
kahen2609@aol.com if you would like to 
schedule an appointment. Please consider 
giving, you could save someone’s life.

A great THANK YOU 
to all who have made the  

Favors to Neighbors Program possible.

To: Kevin Heneghan for the magnets
To:  Matt Miller and the Civic Association 

for the envelopes and postage.
To:  Kevin Haff for the envelope logo and 

for facilitating the Favors to Neighbors 
mailing to all the Post Office boxes

To: Jean Scott for her computer expertise

The generous and gracious response  
from volunteers of all ages has been  

overwhelming - the program would not 
exist without you. 

Maggie and Bill Hemp stopped by the 
library to say goodbye. After more than 40 
years in Point Lookout they moved to Bain-
bridge Island, Washington. We wish them 
happiness in their retirement.

Mary and Bill Hogan welcomed their 
sixth grandchild, Clark Hogan LaChapelle, 
son of Elizabeth and Dave LaChapelle, on 
December 29th. They are anxiously await-
ing the birth of Billy and Erin’s second 
baby, their seventh grandchild.

Tracy and Bob Main have announced 
the engagement of their daughter Megan to 
Matthew Letko and are busy planning their 
wedding for July 22nd.

Moreen and Ed Carey celebrated their 
40th Wedding Anniversary with a trip to 

Montreal and Mont Tremblant. We send our 
best wishes.

Congratulations to Savannah Kile, a 
6th Grader in Long Beach Middle School, 
whose team won the regional Odyssey of 
the Mind competition and placed 9th in 
State competition.

Congratulations to her younger sister, 
Charlotte, a 4th Grader at West School, 
whose team won the Regional and State 
Odyssey of the Mind competition in Bing-
hamston this past weekend and will com-
pete in the world competition Memorial 
Day weekend at the University of Mary-
land.

On Saturday March 26, at 10 am, friends 
and family of Frank Balchaitis joined his 
family at Cure of Ars in Merrick to attend 
his funeral. At 11 am friends and neighbors 
gathered at Our Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal Church for a memorial service to 
celebrate the life of Madeline White. We 
send our heartfelt condolences to their fam-
ilies and mourn with them their passing.

— Ingrid Stillwaggon

BLOOD DRIVE
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Morning Sun Nursery School
For more information, please call  

Judi Benz at 516 432.6333.

As always, stay safe and “In Case of Fire or Emergency dial 742-3300” for your Fire Department.

 

In the last edition I made mention of a char-
ity football game we participated in with the 
Island Park FD back in January. I’m proud 
to announce that the final amount donated to 
the Nassau County Firefighters Burn Center 
Foundation was over $5,600 which is over 
10 times what we donated last year! 

2011 has been moving along well. Only a 
few months into the new year and we have 
been busy. Our alarm volume has been high. 
No serious injuries or loss of life since last edi-
tion however we did respond to assist the Long 
Beach and Freeport Fire Departments on sev-
eral occasions at the scenes of house fires. 

In March was the 31st Anniversary of the 
supreme sacrifice of Captain George Grant 
on March 1, 1980. Our Annual Mass was 
held at OLMM. Thanks go to Father Callan 
for permitting us time to speak and to Father 
Tom (our department chaplain) for once 
again leading the mass as well as two of 
our Junior Firefighters Ryan Thompson and 
Sean Gibson for being altar boys. Thanks 
also to Bernie Moran and all our members 
who served as readers, brought up gifts and 
planned the events of the day.

 We have been fortunate to have added 
several new full and junior members to our 
team. Our current Junior Firefighter Roster 
is at 9 with 2 more in the process of join-
ing. Recently we joined the Nassau County 
Junior Firefighters Association to provide 
our Junior Firefighters with more opportu-
nity for training and interaction. They con-
duct County wide trainings geared specifi-
cally for Junior Firefighters. We encourage 
any young men and women age 14-17 to 
consider joining our Junior F.D. today! 

The new ambulance for First Aid & Res-
cue Company (Unit #252) was featured in 
the Nassau County Fire and EMS show at 
the Nassau Coliseum. Congratulations to 
them on this honor. 

At our Annual Department meeting in Feb-
ruary we had our Nominations for Department 
Officers. The nominated slate of Department 
Officers for 2011/2012 is Chief of Depart-

ment Brian Guerin (your author), First Assis-
tant Chief Jimmy Walsh and incoming Second 
Assistant Chief Dan Wiener. The slate of com-
pany officers for 2011/2012 are Action Engine 
Company #1: Captain Stephen Merola, 1st 
Lieutenant Tommy Conaty & 2nd Lieutenant 
George Conaty – Renegade Hook and Ladder 
Company #2: Captain James Guerin & Lieu-
tenant Jerry Fitzsimons – Lido Engine Com-
pany #1: Captain Warren Jaffe, 1st Lieutenant 
Josh Weiselberg & 2nd Lieutenant Suzanne 
Wiener – First Aid & Rescue Company: Cap-
tain Brian Powers, 1st Lieutenant Peter Rooney 
& 2nd Lieutenant Chas Thompson – Fire 
Police Company: Captain Joseph McGraw, 1st 
Lieutenant Jack Paz & 2nd Lieutenant Bernie 
Moran. Good luck to all the incoming offi-
cers and thanks to all the outgoing officers for 
your time and dedication, especially outgoing 
Chief of Department Matt Thompson who has 
served as a chief for the past 5 years.

Our Annual Inspection was held in April. 
Every year all our equipment and apparatus 
receive thorough cleanings and inventory. 
Although our equipment and apparatus is 
maintained routinely this is the opportunity 
to “shine the chrome” and really do an elab-
orate detailing. It also serves as a friendly 
competition between the companies with the 
winner receiving bragging rights for the year 
as well as a plaque. 

This year we celebrate our 80th anniver-
sary as well as the Civic association. The new 
calendars look great and we appreciate the 
pictures and continued community support. 
Just a reminder for some of our upcoming 
events as summer approaches. Our Annual 
Memorial Day Service and Community 
Breakfast will be held again on Memorial 
Day at 10 am in front of Headquarters and 
our July 4th parade will be 10 am starting at 
Mineola Ave and Lido Blvd.

Our Drill Team, The Smokin’ Seagulls are 
geared up for another busy summer compet-
ing in firefighter based competitions with 
other Fire Departments from around the 
area. This year the team will be in 5 compe-
titions starting in June and continuing until 
September. Good Luck!

Our 2011 Fund Drive will begin shortly, 
we know that economic times continue to be 
hard for many out there and we appreciate 
the communities’ continued support. Look 
for our mailings around the beginning of 
the summer time. Please consider donating 
today or joining as a member!

— Brian S. Guerin 

CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE

Please support your  
local businesses
ADD–E K SALON – 431-5598

ARTISTIC DESIGNS – 431-7286
ASSET SERVICING CORP – 889-5500

BRENNAN DEVELOPMENT CORP. – 431-7004
BROWARD LIMOUSINE – 889 -4242

CONSIDER IT DONE – 732-5826
DOXSEE SEA CLAM, INC. – 432-0529

FISHERMAN’S CATCH RESTAURANT – 670-9717
FUTURISTIC HOME, INC. – 431-2348

GELO’S POINT PHARMACY – 889-3444
GOMEZ POINT REALTY – 432-5777
HOME CARE CONCEPTS – 752-0555

IGA MEROLA SUPERMARKET – 431-2145
J.R. TORRES LANDSCAPING – 579-3249

JOE’S ANCHOR INN – 432-9335
JOHN JAMES BENEFITS, LTD. – 897-2486 X 22

JOJO APPLES – 432-6494
LAVENDER ON THE CHANNEL – 208-3211

LAWRENCE W. KREUTZBERG  
FINANCIAL CONSULTANT – 631-385-5255

LAZY PELICAN – 889-3995
LECHLER ELECTRIC, INC. – 889-6861

LOOKOUT DELI CAFÉ – 432-3354
LOWEREE CONSTRUCTION – 889-1538
MACDONALD PLUMBING – 432-0246

MCINTYRE CONTRACTING, INC. – 431-9682
MOHAWK CARPET – 526-3860

MORNING SUN NURSERY SCHOOL – 432-6333
OCEAN GRACE, INC. DECORATING – 909-9955

OLIVE OIL’S RESTAURANT – 432-0000
PELIKAN’S PEEPS SPEECH & LANGUAGE THERAPY 

897-7337
POINT ARTWORKS – 432-7852

POINT LOOKOUT AUTO SERVICE – 431-4270
POINT LOOKOUT WINE & SPIRITS – 432-3492

RESCUE FINANCIAL SERVICES – 889-7202
SCOTTY’S FISHING STATION – 432-4665

SKIPPER DEE’S ICE CREAM – 917-561-7854
SOURCE ABSTRACT – 726-4341

SOUTH SHORE SEA BURIALS, INC. – 866-722-6201
SPOTLIGHT CHILDREN’S THEATRE – 897-5555

STUDIO 5 YOGA & PILATES – 208-5905
TED’S FISHING STATION – 431-4193

THE FRAMING EDGE – 432-5736
THERESA C. LANZONE, M.D. PEDIATRICS, YOUNG 

ADULTS – 432-0545
TOM HUG REAL ESTATE – 431-8000

TWISTER, INC. T-SHIRTS, HATS, PROMO ITEMS 
431-2651

WILLIAM MEIER REAL ESTATE – 897-4888
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The call we expected never came. Frank Bal-
chaitis was very enthused at our annual din-
ner-dance at the end of January. He told me 
that he and his wife Jackie would be visiting 
their son who lived and taught school in the 
Boca Raton area. He knew that I spent a good 
part of the winter in the next town, Deerfield 
Beach, Florida. Frank said that Jackie also 
loved to fish and that he would like to hook 
up and go drift fishing. When I hadn’t heard 
from Frank, I figured something else must 
have come up. Then Martha called – she had 
received a message from Richard Chesney on 
our answering machine that Frank had passed 
away. Richard Chesney was Frank’s boss and 
is also a member of our club. What a shock! It 
was like a blow to the solar plexus.

Frank had looked hale and hearty at the 
Fishermen’s Ball when he made the presen-
tation of the Frank Balchaitis Lithuanian 
Horseshoe trophy to the winning team of 
Rob Deverna and Joe Erickson. He also took 
the occasion to thank the members for their 
support and donations of blood and plate-
lets during his long bout with leukemia and 
urged our brothers to keep donating to help 
others in this worthy cause. (Frank could 
have been a great motivational speaker.)

I last saw Frank at our monthly meeting 
on February 22nd when he again reminded 
me of his upcoming visit to Florida.

Frank and I first met when he returned from 
Vietnam. I didn’t know who he was or where 
he came from, but he was a very interesting 
and articulate guy. He lived in a little shack 
on a dock a couple of doors east of Captain 
Joe’s Anchor Inn. At the time, I thought his 

living accommodations were really neat. He 
worked for John Brown at Brown’s Lobster 
retail store at the corner of Bayside and Free-
port. The building is still there. He delivered 
lobsters to restaurants all over the city. In fact, 
one time he was hijacked by some bad guys 
who took the whole shipment. At one time, 
he starred in one of Dana Conklin’s theatrical 
productions at the Bishop Molloy Rec Hall. 
My memory is fading, but I do remember that 
it was a terrific show, and he was great in it. 
Not bad at all for a small hamlet.

But, most of all, Frank was a great fisher-
man. He and his brother John docked their 
boats behind Brown’s. Frank’s boat was 
“The Thumper” and John had “No Prob-
lem.” In the annals of the Point Lookout 
Fishing Club, Frank ranked as the best or at 
least in the top five of all our anglers.

Then, as quickly as he came, Frank left. 
He got married, put on a suit, and moved to 
the “mainland” of Long Island. He started 
working as a trial prep man for the afore-
mentioned Richard Chesney. Frank and I 
were never close friends but always friendly. 
He was the type of guy you liked to bump 
into and shoot the breeze. I used to kid him 
that his prowess as a fisherman diminished 
when he moved to the “mainland.”

I will always remember the fishing trip we 
never had. It would have been fun. To his 
wife, Jackie, kids, grandchildren, siblings 
and friends, we extend our condolences.

Almost simultaneously with the passing 
of Frank, we learned of the passing of Jimmy 
Quail from Cedarhurst Avenue. Jimmy was a 
faithful attendee at our summer “fish offs. He 
also was sort of an auxiliary member of the 
Irish Dayworkers. Many a morning, he would 
hang out at Merola’s and pass the time of day 
with the guys. During the winter months one’s 
absence is not always noted. So, when we saw 
Jimmy near the end of February, it was only 
then that we learned that he had some seri-
ous health issues although to all appearances, 
he looked the picture of health. We remember 
when he sponsored his son into our organiza-

tion, and the fellow was ungracious enough to 
win the “fish off” on his first night. However, 
Jimmy’s passing was another shock to the 
troops. To his sons, daughter and grandchil-
dren, we also extend our condolences.

Still more bad news. As we were writing this 
article, we learned that Mark Dirolf had passed 
away. Mark had been battling cancer for a long 
time, but we always hoped for the best. Mark 
was president of the Dunes Civic Association 
in Lido Beach and was a driving force behind 
the traffic calming project on Lido Boulevard. 
Mark was also our chef. He succeeded Carroll 
Parker and Stan Hoolahan and faithfully pre-
sided over the grill at our summer barbecues. 
This is the first time in my 38 years of writing 
this column that so much bad news has come 
in such a short period of time.

Some good news for a change. Marc 
Abbott is an attorney specializing in labor 
law. He is originally from the Jersey shore, 
but while attending Hofstra Law School, 
shared a house in the Point. He liked the 
Point so much that he and his wife Debbie 
settled down here and raised two boys. A few 
years ago, he joined the Fishing Club.

Recently, Marc was honored by the Emer-
ald Isle Immigration Center as a recipient of 
the Robert Briscoe award which is given every 
year to prominent Jewish men who have been 
helpful in the cause of Irish immigration. The 
award is named after Robert Briscoe who 
was the famed Jewish Lord Mayor of Dublin. 
This year Marc shared the award with Eric 
Schneiderman, our recently elected Attorney 
General. Some previous recipients are Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg, former mayor Ed Koch, 
U.S. Senator Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey, 
and newsman Gabe Pressman. Marc’s in good 
company. The award was presented to Marc by 
Brian O’Dwyer at the 21 Club on March 14th. 
We are very proud of Marc and happy that he 
received such a prestigious award.

Marc may be a great lawyer, but can he 
catch a fish?

— Roland Donohue
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AN OCEAN RIVER
“There is a river in the ocean. In the 
severest droughts it never fails, and in 
the mightiest floods it never overflows; its 
banks and its bottom are of cold water, 
while its current is of warm; the Gulf of 
Mexico is its fountain, and its mouth is the 
Arctic Sea. It is the Gulf Stream. There is 
in the world no other such majestic flow 
of waters.”

These words were written in 1855 by Mathew 
Maury, considered to be the father of oceanog-
raphy. He had predecessors. In 1768, the Post-
master General for the American Colonies was 
in London. He was told by the British Board of 
Customs that it took British mail packets sail-
ing from the west coast of England two weeks 
longer to reach New York than New England 
ships sailing from the east coast, a longer dis-
tance. The colonist asked his cousin, a New 
England whaling captain named Folger. From 
Captain Folger he learned about a wide, swift 
current in the ocean that flowed from south 
to north along the coast and then crossed the 
ocean in a northeasterly direction. Whalers 
knew a great deal about this current. Whales 
did not habitat the currents warm water but 
grazed on pastures of plankton along its cold 
water edges. The New England ships sailed 
north of the current while the British ships 
bucked it. The Postmaster General passed on 

this information but was ignored. What could 
simple fishermen know? Bureaucracies never 
change. In his many transatlantic crossings 
over the years he took many water and air tem-
perature readings and recorded his observa-
tions and the reports of other shipmasters that 
he had enlisted. He accurately identified the 
course of the big Ocean River and called it the 
Gulf Stream. Together with Captain Folger; he 
had a chart of the Gulf Stream printed in Lon-
don in 1769. It included detailed instructions 
on how to avoid the current when sailing from 
Europe to North America. The chart, consid-
ering the time of its printing, was an uncanny 
depiction of the nature of the Stream. The 
average path, boundaries, width, and speed 
of the current were accurately represented on 
their chart. He was the first to demonstrate 
the use of the thermometer in marine science. 
Who was this 18th century oceanographer? 
His name was Franklin. Ben Franklin from 
Philadelphia. 

Looking for a North West passage to the 
spices of the Orient, John Cabot set sail from 
Bristol England in 1497. He never reached 
the orient but claimed to be the first Euro-
pean to set foot on North American soil 
since the Vikings. He reported back to his 
financial backers that the Grand Banks were 
teeming with cod. They were so thick that 
they could easily be caught by lowering a 
basket. Of course the Basques had been 
fishing those productive waters for years; 
loading up on cod and keeping the valu-
able knowledge to themselves. Somebody 
always spoils a good thing. Anyway, Cabot 
thought something strange was going on as 
he crossed the Stream because the beer in 
the ships hold suddenly turned luke warm. 
Aided by strong west winds and the Gulf 
Stream, Cabot’s return voyage to England 
took only fifteen days.

The Grand Banks are shallow underwater 
plateaus off Newfoundland. The cold Labra-
dor Current collides with the warm waters of 
the Gulf of Mexico which causes an upwell-
ing of nutrients. The result was the creation 

of what was once one of the richest fishing 
grounds in the world. Thickafog results from 
the mixing of cold and warm water from the 
conflicting currents. 

Ocean currents became the sea highways 
of the world. Columbus found the way to the 
Americas but Ponce de Leon, of Fountain of 
Youth fame, found the way back. He discov-
ered the Stream in 1513 and from then on it 
was the way home for ships laden with loot. 
Actually it was his chief mate, Anton de Alami-
nos that deserves the credit. Alaminos learned 
the art of dead reckoning from the MASTER 
NAVIGATOR himself, ADMIRAL OF THE 
OCEAN SEA, Christopher Columbus. 

Alaminos sailed to the New World with 
Columbus and the Gulf Stream with Ponce 
de Leon, and learned that the continuation of 
the Stream would carry him back to Europe. 
It was he that first sailed the entire circula-
tory ocean gyre. The short route to North 
America became the southern route instead 
of a direct line between, say, England and 
Virginia. “Head South in the direction of 
the Canary islands until the butter melts” 
was the popular quip of the day. “Then turn 
right, ride the trade winds across the Atlan-
tic to the land of the Indians, make another 
right, and sail the Gulf Stream northward to 
America.” Although this route was consider-
ably longer than the direct westward route, it 
was much faster.

The Gulf Stream has its source in the 
warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico. These 
waters pass through the Straits of Florida to 
become the Gulf Stream which flow north-
ward to Cape Hatteras, North Carolina and 
across the Atlantic to Europe. At its great-
est it is one hundred miles wide and several 
thousand feet deep. It moves about one thou-
sand times faster than the Mississippi River. 
The volume dwarfs all rivers that empty into 
the Atlantic combined. The Gulf Stream 
‘s impact on climate is well known, keep-
ing England and Scotland warmer in winter 
compared to the deep freeze of Labrador 
which lies on the same latitude. 



June-July 2011 The Community Outlook

For many years my family’s Bright Eye 
Fish Company operated ocean fish traps off 
shore of Point Lookout and Jones Beach. 
In summer the Stream would carry many 
beautiful species of southern fish up Stream 
that would wind up in our traps such as sea 
horses, angel and moon fish, sea turtles and 
many other multicolored species that I did 
not know the names of. One time we caught a 
torpedo fish that gave off an electrical shock. 
The weapon was named for the fish and not 
the other way around. When Pop called up the 
New York Zoological Society and told them 
to pick up the live fish they did not believe 
him. Believe it or not they were told. We had 
a fish well aboard our boat, Bright Eye Two, 
and a timber aquarium in Reynolds Channel 
where we kept these species alive. As kids we 
would wet a line in the aquarium.

In addition to our in water aquarium, in 
summer months we operated the Bright 
Eye Fish Market. A sharp character by the 
name of Bill Snyder cut fish in our market 
dressed in a blue pin striped suit. He was a 
real promoter and something of a con man. 
The trouble was it was depression era and 
there was nobody with money to con. Bill 
put out a newsletter complete with his own 
poetry. Every season Pop would catch at 
least one large sea turtle that had undoubt-
edly been carried up the Gulf Stream cur-
rent and would display it in our aquarium. 
Bill would advertise it and invite one and 
all to “come to Bright Eye Fish Co. and see 
the boats come in.” He bestowed the name 
of “Barnacle Bill” on whatever large turtle 
we had that year and convinced folks that 
we released him in fall and he would swim 
back in our nets in spring. It is believed that 
some adult turtles may ride the Stream in a 
migration that eventually takes them com-
pletely around the gyre. The waters of a gyre 
are linked together in a great oval; the Gulf 
Stream, the Canary Current, the North Equa-
torial Current and the North Atlantic Current 
are the links of the clockwise-rotating North 
Atlantic Gyre.

Occasionally, a magnificent giant blue 
fin tuna would swim into one of our traps, 
looking for an easy meal. The blue fin is a 
nomad that travels the length and breadth of 
the Atlantic Ocean and it never stops grow-
ing. A giant blue fin tuna may achieve a 
weight of more than 1400 pounds. In spring, 
female blue fin tuna shed their eggs in the 
warm water of the Gulf of Mexico. Mov-
ing northward through the Straits of Florida, 
they converge on feeding grounds from 
Cape Hatteras to Cape Cod arriving late 
June. Feeding throughout the summer, they 
load up on herring, mackerel, hake, bluefish 
and other species that roam the edge of the 
Gulf Stream. A mature tuna, weighing 450 
pounds in June may weigh more than 600 
pounds by October. Tuna will congregate in 
the prey rich waters off New England, where 
the Gulf Stream brushes past Georges Bank. 
They will have timed their arrival to coin-
cide with vast schools of spawning herring. 
This is a rich feeding ground due to the con-
fluence of the cold, nutrient rich Labrador 
Current, sweeping over Georges Bank, and 
the warmer Gulf Stream. The mingling of 
the two currents, together with sunlight pen-
etrating the shallow water, foster an explo-
sive bloom of phytoplankton providing food 
for teeming herring which in turn provide a 
rich feast for tuna. The tuna move on, com-
pleting the loop, and in spring return to the 

Gulf of Mexico, traveling more than 10,000 
miles on the oceanic gyre.

How these fish navigate across thousands 
of miles of open ocean is open to question. 
One theory points to the “pineal eye” at the 
top of the head. This is a thin piece of trans-
parent skin. This “third eye” assists in light 
cues such as the position of the sun. Built in 
celestial navigation. To supply its gills with 
oxygenated water, perpetual motion must be 
maintained. The blue-fin tuna swim with the 
mouth open, allowing for the flow of water 
over the gills. 

In April of 1978 I sailed my new seventy-
five foot clam dredger the Day Star from 
Moss Point, Mississippi to Point Lookout, 
New York by way of the Straits of Florida 
and the Gulf Stream. We rounded Key West 
at sunrise on a beautiful Sunday morning 
and bore away to the North’ard, picking up 
four knots of speed in the Stream on the hun-
dred fathom line. Porpoise frolicked around 
the vessel and rode our bow wave. They 
knew when we were watching; they would 
cock their head to one side and eyeball us. 
At night we would be visited by flying fish. 

Day Star bore me up that beautiful long 
blue ocean sea road to the successful com-
pletion of a historic voyage.

— Bob Doxsee

Page 7

WILLIAM E. MEIER INC.
LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER  |  POINT LOOKOUT, NY

SALES • RENTALS • PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
MORTGAGE LOANS • NOTARY PUBLIC

95 Glenwood Avenue  |  Point Lookout, NY 11569
(516) 897-4888  |  Fax (516) 897-6549  |  www.williammeierrealty.com
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50 Lido Boulevard • Pt. Lookout, NY 11569
www.lavenderonthechannel.com

Swedish • Deep Tissue • Medical • Pre-Natal 
Hot Stones • Reflexology • Sunlight Sauna

Packages are Available • Discount for Seniors
Couples Massage

Tea is Always Served

Please call for an appointment
516-208-3211

Lavender On The Channel

Tri for the Cure -  
A Personal Narrative

I speak as a cancer survivor for The Leu-
kemia & Lymphoma Society. Looking at me, 
you would never know that I was once a bald, 
bloated beauty, but at these events I am the 
face of cancer. Despite my mom often telling 
me that I looked like Cindy Crawford, I don’t 
ever remember her having a bloated stomach, 
pencil-thin legs, or a bald head with a few 
wisps of hair! I was 15 when I was diagnosed 
with what doctors told me was the best type of 
leukemia to get. Although at the time I did not 
feel very lucky, today, 19 years later I do. My 
fight involved numerous hospital stays, always 
with my family by my side. I suffered many 
side effects from the chemotherapy, even a 
stroke, which paralyzed me and left me unable 
to speak for a week. After the stroke I even had 
to learn how to walk again. I have had 5 knee 
surgeries resulting from the damage done to 
both knees by the steroids that were used to 
treat my cancer. My muscles atrophied and I 
was left very weak. 

 Needless to say, cancer has definitely 
shaped the life I have now, but, I would not 
change having had it. I am able to say this 
because I can look back on this experience and 
see that I am one of the lucky ones, I am one 
who survived. It has given me wobbly knees 
and scars, but it has also had a positive influ-
ence on my life. For several years, I worked 
as a volunteer for The American Cancer Soci-
ety’s Camp Adventure, a one-week sleep away 
camp for cancer patients and their siblings. I 
wanted to be involved with something that 
would brighten the life of a kid with cancer. It 
was the best seeing all of the kids get a chance 
to forget their illness and just be kids. Volun-
teering was very rewarding, but I never thought 
that it would be the place that I would meet my 
husband. Three years later, we have a beauti-

ful little girl named Grace and it is because of 
cancer that we met, fell in love, got married, 
and are now blessed to be parents to the little 
girl we refer to as “The Boss.” Oddly enough, 
the same cancer that took my hair, my strength, 
and half of my high school years brought me to 
the man I would marry.
 While I was sick my family was always by 
my side. My mom slept in the chair beside 
me, my dad came daily bearing gifts, my 
brothers laid beside me. Two of my siblings 
came home from school so they could be 
close and know what was going on. It was my 
sister Julie who refused to leave my bedside 
Christmas night. When I finally made it out 
of the hospital, she had the cutest Great Dane 
puppy waiting for me! She will be by my side 
on June 11th as well, as we participate in The 
Mighty Montauk triathlon with The Leukemia 
& Lymphoma Society. During one of our 
bike rides I was left far behind the pack, but 
when I neared the end at the top of the hill, 
it was my sister who was waiting there for 
me so we could ride to the car together. She 
is just like that, and that simple gesture, so 
sweet and innocent, brought tears to my eyes. 
She has chosen to participate in this triathlon 
with me. This will be my third triathlon with 
Team In Training, it will be Julie’s first. She 
did a marathon with Team In Training back in 
1995. To date, we have raised over $23,000 
towards research to find a cure for blood 
cancer! The outpouring of love and support 
we have received has been amazing and has 
filled my heart. 
 On June 11th, I will Tri for a Cure because 
I can, because I am here. I will swim 1 mile, 
bike 22 miles and run 6.2 miles all to raise 
money to fight blood cancer. This holds a 
special place for me, not only because I was 

once a cancer patient, but also because I lost 
two friends to cancer. After speaking with 
Ingrid that February night, I wanted to honor 
the memory of her friend while raising money 
to fight the disease that took her from all who 
loved her. I will do this race for her and let her 
spirit soar. 
 I feel this is where I am supposed to be. 
I do not know why I had cancer. I did not 
do anything different or more radical than 
anyone else, I was just your average high 
school freshman at Kellenberg Memorial. 
In the years since I went into remission, my 
life has been so full of…well…life, and I am 
thankful to be here and I want to give back. I 
truly believe that one day a cure will be found. 
Because of research, today, about 89 percent 
of children under 15 with the most common 
childhood leukemia will survive with 
treatment. The other night I went to an event 
with an organization called Medals4Mettle. 
This organization gifts medals that are 
donated by athletes to children battling 
cancer or serious illness, in recognition of 
their strength and courage. Standing outside 
I started talking to a little boy named Ian. He 
told me he was going to get a medal because 
he was a cancer survivor. I told him I was 
a cancer survivor too and his response was 
simply, “Really, cool!” We gifted medals to 
13 cancer patients and survivors and yes, it 
was really cool! 
 If you would like to read more about my 
efforts to raise money to find a cure for blood 
cancer, or make a donation, please visit 
my fundraising webpage at: http://pages.
teamintraining.org/li/montri11/eferretti

— Erica Ferretti

There are times where you are just meant to be where you are at that particular point in time. 
About three months ago I was at the Point Lookout library with my daughter Grace. I was 
telling Ingrid about the speech I was going to give for The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society to 
rally participants to join their Team In Training program. After telling Ingrid why I am often 
called upon to speak at such events, she told me about a young girl who lost her courageous 
battle with leukemia. It was at that moment that I decided to lace up my sneakers once again.
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A friend of mine once said that Point Lookout 
had a ‘coziness’ about it. Lately the old times 
seem to be receding into the past. Time was, 
you would remember the face even if you for-
got the name. There were places like Whitie’s, 
Geberts, Pavlicks, the Oasis and Chicolinos. 
Everyone seemed to know each other. Now 
our children are close with our friend’s chil-
dren; their lives intertwine with the coziness of 
The Point.

Our daughters, Ann and Kit and our son Bo 
spent their summers enjoying Point Lookout, 
first at their grandparents’ house on Garden 
City Avenue and later, when we were able to 
purchase our own home, at Hewlett Avenue. 

They were first cousins with John and 
Jimmy Gannon. They grew up together and 
celebrated birthdays and holidays together. 
John (“Chickie”) Gannon was Kit’s godfather. 
If I had to choose a word to describe John, it 
would be ‘different’. He was a hoarder. We 
now know that hoarding is a mental disorder 
similar to depression and alcoholism. They 
even have TV programs describing the victims 
and their lives. It is a sad malady you would 
not wish on your worst enemy much less a 
family member. My Irish mother would have 
said “John was more to be pitied than to be 
scorned”. Truer words were never spoken. I 
am also reminded of another quote by another 
Irishman, Father Joe Kelly, at a funeral mass 
many years ago. Some of you may remem-
ber it and I am substituting John’s name. “We 
know John was prepared to meet his Maker, 
but what we don’t know is whether his Maker 
was prepared to meet John.” People don’t usu-
ally laugh at funeral masses but they did that 
day thanks to Father Kelly.

John’s life was celebrated and his wake was 
held in the Ole Firehouse. He was laid to rest 
in Holy Rood cemetery accompanied by the 
Point Lookout Fire and Rescue departments. 
It was a very moving and respectful acknowl-
edgement of a Point Lookout volunteer and 
long time resident.

Before he died, John bought Ralph Vale’s 
house at 3 Inwood Avenue and set about 
remodeling it. It became his sole passion and 
I think it was the happiest time of his life. He 
also filled it to the rafters. Our daughter Ann 
always remained in touch with John. She 
helped him with his taxes and counseled him 
in his health.

John never got to finish his house. When he 
died on January 9, 2010, that responsibility and 
financial burden was transferred to Ann, Kit 
and Willy, Kit’s husband. They had to liqui-
date property in Cairo, upstate New York, and 
also on the corner of Lido Blvd and Hewlett 
Avenue. Richard Chesney was instrumental 
in these matters and a constant and welcomed 
legal advisor. Lawrence Kreutzberg bought the 
property on Lido Blvd. and promptly trans-
formed it to a very attractive building.

The job that the kids found when they took 
over 3 Inwood was monumental, bordering on 
almost impossible. John, as many of you know, 
was fond of cars and 
they had to dispose of 
7 vehicles in various 
stages of decay both 
in Point Lookout and 
Long Beach. When 
they got through 
the front door of the 
house, they began fill-
ing bags of refuse. It 
was long, hard, dirty 
work. They filled ten 
30-yard dumpsters. 
They worked steadily 
every weekend and 
some evenings for 
5 months; January 
through Memorial 
Day. The house was 
then in good enough 
shape that they could 
spend the weekend 
there. It was the begin-

ning of another Point Lookout summer.
Finally, against overwhelming odds, Ann, 

Kit and Willy accomplished what they set out 
to do……….. 

They finished John (Chickie) Gannon’s 
house!

— Bob Calvert

Finishing The House

Brian McGee

Young Life of 
Long Beach

southshore.younglife.org

Cell: 631.807.9993
97 Indiana Ave

Long Beach, NY 11561

“As iron sharpens iron,  
so one man  

sharpens another.”
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DR. MATTHEW J. NESTER
PODIATRIST

Medicine and Surgery 
of the Foot

3227 Long Beach Rd.
Oceanside, New York 11572 

516.431.1600

Free Delivery to Pt. Lookout

Dr. Harry Briffel • Dr. Meyanne Briffel

OPTOMETRISTS
Professional Vision Care and Eye Exams

Consults For Laser Vision Correction

Comprehensive Contact Lens Services

Fashion, Sport And Sun Eyewear

612 E. Park Ave • Long Beach, NY 
431-3838 by appointment

Christopher Jordan
Funeral Director
24 hour service

302 Long Beach Road
Island Park, NY 11558

(516) 431-2900
www.jordanfh.com

adde K Salon 
3 Lido Blvd • Point Lookout, NY 11569 • (516) 431-5598

30% of haircuts for new customers
MENTION THIS AD
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Studio 5 Yoga and Pilates
5 Lido Blvd. | Point Lookout, NY 11569 

(516) 208-5905 
studio5yogaandpilates@gmail.com

 OUR RECENT ODYSSEY

After its January 18, 2011 meeting; and 
not being satisfied NYSDEC’s December 
24, 2010 Permit would advance either 
odor abatement or erosion control at 
the cove, the Civic Board requested 
ToH Conservation and Waterways 
provide copies of all related applications 
it submitted to DEC to affect both 
objectives. In response, the Department 
provided a copy of the December Permit 
already made part of the public record. 
Not satisfied with the Permit’s May 15th 
dredging-only start date, on February 
2nd, the Environmental Committee sent 
the (abridged) letter that follows to the 
Town of Hempstead:

Supervisor Murray:
\On October 14, 2010, the Civic Associa-

tion provided your office [with] its analysis 
of the storm erosion, potential flooding, 
accumulating ulva (seaweed), and noxious 
odors existing at the northeast corner of Point 
Lookout; and offered respective suggestions 
for long-term correction. To remedy this 
collective problem, on December 24, 2010, 
NYSDEC Region One issued a Modification 
of Permit #1-2820-01415 / 00025 Jones Inlet 
Flood Shoal Dredging & Beach Nourish-
ment. Attached to the Modification were 16 
Special Conditions and 9 Additional Condi-
tions, including a very restrictive dredging 
window, rendering an expeditious and effica-
cious project virtually impossible. 

On January 25, 2011, the PLCA met with 
William (Bill) Spitz, Water Manager and 
George Hammarth, Deputy Regional Permit 
Administrator, both of NYSDEC - Region 1, 
requesting an explanation of and relief from 
the 25 conditions. DEC was very receptive 
and concurred certain accommodations were 
warranted and, upon request, respective Permit 
amendments would be granted as follows:

•  The Revetment & Erosion Area: With respect 
to extending the north/south revetment to 
address the erosion existing between the two 
spur groins, DEC not only agreed but volun-
teered that if the Town requested to complete 
the revetment, they (DEC) would quickly 
comply and amend the Permit accordingly; 
noting, without such completion, the area 
would require restoration annually. In addi-
tion, if the Town wishes to pursue comple-
tion, DEC recommended that installation 
be concluded prior to placing any fill in the 
exposed area; but advised the Permit would 
have to be amended to accommodate this 
provision. 

•  Ulva Removal [and Burial]: With respect to 
DEC requiring that the accumulating ulva be 
removed prior to placing the fill, the Civic 
explained the Town had already attempted 
to evacuate it during summer 2010; but the 
stranding rate exceeded the removal rate; and 
as much as twice the ulva exists at the affected 
area now than prior to these efforts. DEC 
advised if the Town could either: (i) state that 
past ulva burials will not present hazardous 
conditions to the public, specifically cave-ins 
from pedestrian traffic, over a 20-year period; 
OR (ii) demonstrate the summer 2010 ulva 
burials could indeed support full pressure 
from either pedestrian traffic or machinery 
traveling over the burial site, then it (DEC) 
would accept either (i) or (ii) as grounds for: 
(a) waiving the removal condition; and (b) 
complying with the condition that the ulva 
be covered with dredged fill from an upland 
source to be spread and packed down during 
deposition. If DEC were to require proof, the 
Civic asserts an option (ii) demonstration 
would satisfy such request. …

•  Dredging Window: Thoroughly understand-
ing that the: (i) revetment construction; (ii) 
restoration of the erosion area; and (iii) ulva 
burial must all be effectuated before summer 
2011, DEC disclosed that upon Town request, 

the agency would agree to modify the dredg-
ing window to expedite project completion. 
We were recently informed Conservation & 
Waterways has already requested relief from 
the January 15 - May 15 no dredging win-
dow for 2011; and is currently under review 
by DEC Permit Division staff.
To execute a more complete, viable and 

effective project, the PLCA respectfully 
requests the Town contact NYSDEC Region 
One to expedite the above amendments and 
modifications being added to the Permit. ...

On February 11th, the PLCA followed-up 
with a phone call and the email that follows 
to Conservation & Waterways copied-in on the 
letter:

As a follow-up on our telephone conversa-
tion [of] Friday, February 11, 2011, I need to 
make the following points clear: 

When the PLCA met w/ Bill Spitz and 
George Hammarth on January 25, 2011, they 
were adamant. NYSDEC - Region 1 will not/
cannot issue any permits or make amend-
ments to the current [12/24/10] Permit without 
a Letter of Request (LOR) from the Town of 
Hempstead. The Town must request they [the 
DEC] amend the current Permit or issue others 
to include any or all the items outlined in the 
Civic’s February 2, 2011 letter to the Supervi-
sor, including: (i) the construction/completion 
of the revetment between the two spur groins; 
(ii) the use of upland fill to augment/facilitate 
the dredging; (iii) modification of the existing 
dredging window; (iv) waiver from digging 
out the ulva prior to the filling; and (v) use of 
both dredged and upland fill to cover the ulva 
after the revetment is constructed/completed. 

At the January meeting, DEC agreed they 
were willing to issue or amend permit(s) to 
allow these items of concern to be affected; 
and voiced all the Town had to do was write 
the LOR and request them accordingly.

continued on page 13
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FLOOD INSURANCE
LOWEST RATES AVAILABLE

CALL 888-Y A TITTLE
(516.665.2000)

Y. A. TITTLE  
INSURANCE SERVICES

Patricia Smucker, LCSW
Christian Counselor

241 Lagoon Drive W.
Lido Beach, NY 11561
Phone: 516-432-9542
Fax: 516-432-9542

Email: psmucker@optonline.net

Tel: 516-223-5300 • Fax: 516-623-6849

GEORGE J. HACKETT, JR.
INSURANCE AGENCY

Fire-Life Bonds-Marine-Auto-Homeowners 
Health-Personal and Corporate Programs

720-Sunrise Highway • P.O. Box 522
Baldwin, New York 11510

CHARLES J. O’SHEA FUNERAL HOMES, INC.

EAST MEADOW: 
2515 N. Jerusalem Rd., E. Meadow, N.Y. 11554 

516.826.1010

WANTAGH: 
603 Wantagh Ave., Wantagh, N.Y. 11793 

516.731.5550

Directions: To East Meadow  — Meadowbrook Parkway to  
Southern State Parkway (east bound) to Exit 25N (Newbridge Road, 
East Meadow) to North Jerusalem Road right, to Funeral Home.

Directions: To Wantagh  — Meadowbrook Parkway to Southern  
State Parkway (east bound) to Exit 28N (Wantagh Ave.) One mile  
to Funeral Home.
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On February 28th, DEC issued an addi-
tional modification, opening up a very narrow 
dredging-only window that will close on May 
31st. With no encouraging progress in sight, 
on March 1st the Civic Board discussed its 
limited options to advance its odor abatement 
and erosion control objectives. Still without 
documentation of what the Town was willing 
to affect, Civic President Matt Miller, wrote 
another letter to the Supervisor on March 2nd, 
re-emphasizing the seriousness of both prob-
lems and requesting resolution prior to the 
summer season.

Concerned about the noxious effects of 
hydrogen sulfide gas – emitted from decom-
posing seaweed – and the unsettling and totally 

unsatisfactory responses provided the commu-
nity from both the County and NYS Depart-
ments of Health, on March 7th the Environ-
mental Committee called the NYSDEC central 
office in Albany, explaining the Point Lookout 
situation and requesting clarification on how 
the State’s Ambient Air Quality standards 
applies to residential communities. Let’s just 
say we were provided a far more concerned 
and sympathetic ear from 150 miles away than 
any ear availed to us locally.

On March 9th, a Mineola Ave. resident was 
informed from NYS Senator Skelos’ office, 
and subsequently from the Supervisor’s office, 
that dredging would commence by April 15th, 
perhaps as early as April 1st. The Civic con-
firmed this with the Supervisor’s office on 
March 30th. The Town’s plan appears to be 

a short-term dredging only project, devoid of 
revetment protection against future erosion 
and related flooding that may jeopardize the 
area. 

With only a short-term fix on the horizon, 
the community has no option but to wait and 
see. Unsettling questions remain: Will the 
dredging solve the seaweed and odor prob-
lem; and, if so, for how long? Will it restore 
the cove to its pre-2009 storm conditions? Will 
it solve the erosion problem; and, if so, how 
long will the renewed shoreline remain intact? 
By the time you are reading this piece, hope-
fully, we’ll have some promising indications. 
A year or so from now, and certainly after the 
first nor’easter, we’ll know the real answers.

— Gerald Ottavino

Odyssey  
continued from page 7

The Community Outlook thanks 
you for your donation. The 
Community Outlook is a free 
paper published six to seven 
times a year supported by con-
tributions and advertisements. 
If you could consider sending a 
donation, it is always welcome.

Please send a check in any 
amount made payable to:

Community Outlook
P.O. Box 28 

Point Lookout, N.Y. 11569

Interns wanted for  
Community Outlook

Are you interested in database  
management, archival services, 

website development  
and management?

Write to  
bhcahill@gmail.com

Get Involved!

ATTENTION  
ALL RESIDENTS

The Nassau County  
Police Department actively 

enforces the regulations  
pertaining to:

Walking Dogs  
on the Beach

Restricted Parking
15 MPH Speed Limit

PLEASE COOPERATE  
WITH THE NCPD  

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY  
SAFE AND CLEAN.

The Community Outlook 
welcomes submissions  

of photographs for its cover  
each month. 

Please send them  
electronically to the Editor.

Point Lookout’s MYSTERY

There is a man in town who has a HAREM!
They meet on Tuesdays at his  

sea-side dwelling.

The mistress has dark, sparkling eyes,  
a glowing smile, and

Games she knows All love sharing.
She’s also known to be quite caring!

The mistress is a hostess never erring.
She prepares great feasts of coffee, fruits, 

cakes, and HERRING!

The games can last for many hours
The contestants compete to show  

their mystic powers.
There are cracks, Bams, and Dots...

A maiden wins after placing tiles  
in strategic spots!

The harem maidens love to gather  
at these feast-as

They call themselves “The Mah-Jongistas” !

When the Harem Master comes  
there is a calm...

They all quietly whisper...”Hi Tom!”.
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Thank you for your continued support

Please return this part with your check made payable to:
The Village Gardeners, Inc.  |  P.O. Box 678  |  Point Lookout, NY 11569

NAME

ADDRESS

AMOUNT CONTRIBUTED 

COMMENTS

I would like 
to volunteer  

YES 

The Village Gardeners, Inc. is a Non-Profit Organization

SUMMER 2011 
Scheduled Beach Concerts 
(Presented by the Village Gardeners)

BAND DATE

THE MYSTIC Sunday July 10th | 7-9 PM at Pavilion 

HOT LINE BAND Sunday July 17th | 7-9 PM at Pavilion

THE BAYSIDERS Sunday July 24th | 7-9 PM at Pavilion

KILLER JOE Sunday July 31st | 7-9 PM at Pavilion

VISTA HILL Sunday August 7th | 7-9 PM at Pavilion

SA RON CRANSHAW Sunday August 14th | 7-9 PM at Pavilion

SUNDAY AUGUST 21ST AND 28TH HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED AS A CONCERT RAIN DATE IF NECESSARY
WE HOPE YOU ENJOY OUR HAND PICKED HOME GROWN MUSICAL TALENT
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The other day - an unseasonably warm and 
dry one for this year - a crowd began to 
gather at the site of 72 Freeport Avenue. It 
had been announced earlier that, due to tax 
liens, the IRS would auction the property to 
the highest bidder. As with many things in 
town, word had gotten around. A small sign 
had been fixed to the fence, and a website 
given. People would stop their cars and get 
out, jot down the information. I heard it 
spoken of in the library, at the post office, 
in front of church. Who failed to pay the 
taxes? What was it worth? Someone said a 
developer would try to put townhouses on it. 
Someone else said they would die trying to 
stop that. Others thought it was a good time 
to pick up a big property at a sharp discount.

It had been owned, for a long time, by 
the Scully family. They were old-timers. 
Mr. Scully was the first Fire Chief of Point 
Lookout. He led parades and opened Chil-
dren’s Days. He organized theater produc-
tions in the old Fire House. He was the Traf-
fic Manager for Johns Mansville, the insula-
tion company. In those early days everyone 
was involved in the Fire Department, and 
the FD had dances and socials. Joe Scully 
bought that Freeport Avenue property way 
back, and even sold some lots to others. His 
daughter, Edith Scully, was a nice lady who 
had been the first editor of the early com-

munity papers. She lived alone as she was 
older. One day the house exploded, due to a 
gas leak, and Miss Scully died, leaving just 
the front steps after the charred remains had 
been carted away. The property was sold, but 
never built on. Someone fenced it off, and 
the weeds grew over the steps, obscuring 
any trace that anyone had ever lived there. 

In our little town we seem to always keep 
one eye to the past, of how things were, or 
who lived where, or what bar or restaurant 
or business operated at what time. It was 
always a better time than now, and more 
innocent. The past is always before us - 
Lauders where the Department of Conserva-
tion is now, Savage’s Hotel where the gas 
station is, The Oasis/Chicolinos where those 
three town houses are on Lido Boulevard, 
the hardware store where the library and 
bank are. Doxsee’s is now gone and some-
one will build something else. All places, all 
touchstones to our past. But, like the Scul-
lys, it’s the people rather than the properties 
that inform who we are as a community. 

That day of the auction we all made our 
way to the fenced off property, presented 
proof of our bank checks and addresses and 
then, as if it were a cocktail party, retreated 
to small groups to talk. All of the contrac-
tors were there, all of the realtors were there. 
People parked their cars up and down the 

street. A cop came down and motioned for 
the auctioneer to come over, and asked him 
where the parking permits were. There were 
none. The cop pulled over, got out of the 
car and joined the conversations going on. 
Finally, as we were all beginning to sweat a 
little, and it was time, the auctioneer read the 
list of rules. Some people pushed themselves 
to the front of the crowd and loosened up 
their shoulders, ready to pounce. Those of 
us who by this time had given up all hope of 
getting the property for the price of a used 
car gathered on the outside. The auctioneer 
put his list of rules down, adjusted his glasses 
and started the process. “Will someone offer 
$900,000?” The audience groaned. Some-
one offered $100,000 to start and the bid-
ding began. It moved along pretty quickly; 
bidders who had pounced early on dropped 
off. It went between two bidders. It slowed 
down. There were some very uncomfortable 
pauses. Finally, after the final entreaty, the 
auctioneer closed the bidding at $535,000. 
We all began to disperse, with half the crowd 
saying how cheap it was, and the other half 
saying it sold twice what it should have. 

We wish the new owners good luck and a 
happy tenancy. On to the summer

— Brendan Cahill, Editor 
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•  In cooperation with the Town of Hempstead, The Village 
Gardeners has been successful in redeveloping the site adja-
cent to the Point Lookout Deli at the entrance to Town. This 
overgrown property had been neglected for many years and 
was a growing health concern for the community. The project 
involved the re-grading of the site, relocation and installation 
of new fencing and was recently completed with beautiful 
landscaping. We hope you enjoy the new look!!

•  Continued Maintenance and Seasonal Planting of our Beauti-
ful Garden Island with Flag Pole and Welcome to Point Look-
out Sign area at the entrance to town. 

•  Holiday Decorations along Lido Boulevard including the 
Transformation of our Magnificent Garden Island into a Win-
ter Wonder Land along with Santa and his antique Sleigh at 
Christmas Time 

•  Seasonal Plantings along Lido Boulevard. Store Front Plant-
ers that require annual power washing and sealer, Post Office 
plantings, Ye Olde Firehouse, the main entrance to the beach, 
and maintenance to the park adjacent to Merola’s IGA 

•  The Sunday Evening Summer Concert Series at the Beach. 
With overwhelming requests to continue these concerts, we 
have an exciting new schedule of events for the coming sea-
son. MUCH OF THIS DEPENDS ON YOUR DONATIONS! 
The first evening concert begins Sunday July 10th and our 
intention is to continue on every Sunday Evening throughout 
July and August, if funds allow. Enclosed please find a sched-
ule of dates! It’s a wonderful way to plan a Sunday evening 
with your family on the beach.

•  We continue to work together with the Point Lookout Civic 
Association in the planting of dune grasses on our beach.

THE VILLAGE GARDENERS, INC.

2011 SEASONAL PROJECTS

PLEASE SUPPORT THE VILLAGE GARDENERS


