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Point Lookout  
Civic Association News

I hope that your New Year resolutions include 
setting aside some time for your community 
hence my appeal to not only join the PLCA 
but to become actively involved in it. 

Our general meeting dates for this year 
will be January 22, April 19, July 11, 
August 20, and October 16. 

Herewith a brief synopsis of said meet-
ings to be held at OLMMC Rec. Center.

Sunday April 19th at 3PM is tentatively 
scheduled as an update on the state of our 
environment, specifically the installation of 
sewers because many consider it only a mat-
ter of time before the state and/or the federal 
governments mandate it.

Saturday July 11th at 5 PM will start 
our “Welcome to Summer” party with hors 
d’oeuvre, libations, raffles and prizes and a 
chance to meet and greet your neighbors old 
and new.

Thursday August 20th is our annual 
election. We will be voting for a new slate 
of officers as well as some board members. 
Our bylaws state that the president and 
vice president can not serve more than two 
2–year consecutive terms and that one third 
of all board members, who serve 2–year 
terms, are up for election each year. Please 
consider this opportunity to serve and pro-
tect our Point Lookout. If not you then who 
will protect the Point! Please stand up and 
defend our quality of life, which is why you 
made your home or home away from home 
at the Point. 

The Community Outlook is in need 
of funds. The response to the first 
call a couple of issues ago was not 
very successful. However, there were 
a number of generous donations for 
which we thank you. The Community 
Outlook is a free paper published six 
times a year supported by contribu-
tions and advertisements. If you have 
overlooked sending a donation, it is 
always welcome.. 

Please send a check in any amount 
made payable to 

Community Outlook
P.O. Box 28

Point Lookout, N.Y. 11569
Thank You 

— Audrey Brown continued on page 10 continued on page 4 

Looking for Artwork

Many years ago, the late Gustav Lundberg 

contributed the iconic cartoons you see in  

this publication. I am interested in displaying 

his other work in the Community Outlook 

as well. If you have any cartoons by Gus 

that you can share, please write to me. All 

original artwork will be returned.

— Brendan Cahill, Editor

Lido-Point Lookout  
Fire District Update

On Tuesday, October 21st, 2008, the Lido-
Point Lookout Fire District presented its 
proposed 2009 Annual Budget at Fire Head-
quarters. There was an article in Newsday 
that day stating that all 71 Fire Districts in 
Nassau County were holding their budget 
hearings that night, as required by state law, 
and that over two-thirds of those Fire Dis-
tricts would be increasing their Fire District 
budgets and their tax rates over the previous 
year. I am happy to report that the Lido-Point 
Lookout Fire District presented a proposed 
2009 budget of $881,724, one that showed no 
increase over the 2008 budget. The tax rate 
also showed no increase, remaining at $20.14 
for the second year in a row. There are peo-
ple within the Lido-Point Lookout commu-
nity that believe that the Fire District works 
on an annual budget of $18,000,000. This 
is not so. The truth of the matter is that our 
budget is one of the smaller ones in Nassau 
County, due to the large area of non-taxable 
land within our Fire District. The Fire District 
receives no tax revenue from the golf course, 
or the beaches, parks, marinas, state park-
ways and public school facilities within our 
boundaries, yet a large percentage of our Fire 
Departments alarms require that we provide 
emergency services to these locations.

Since 2005, the Lido-Point Lookout 
Fire District has been fiscally responsible, 
increasing our budget only once in the past 
five years. We have been very fortunate dur-
ing this time period to receive three Federal 
Grants totaling almost $553,000. These 

PLCA launches its website

The Point Lookout Civic Association has 

created an informational website – www.

pointlookout.org where you will find all 

sorts of information on our community, as 

well as past minutes from the meetings.
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At the conclusion of another year we see 
how this year held many challenges for our 
country that affected many people’s employ-
ment and financial security. Sometimes 
through adverse circumstances, life has a 
way of positioning us at the cross roads of 
faith and doubt. Is there a God in control that 
I can trust or am I on my own? 

I think that both faith and doubt are a part 
of my life. We often think of them as oppo-
sites but most people I know are a mix of the 
two. We really need both. If I did not doubt 
I could fall prey to any delusion that comes 
along. At the same time if I did not believe, 
I would cave into despair. In addition to 
believing and doubting, there is choosing. I 
must decide which road I will follow. I must 
cast my ballot. 

I do not like books by believers or doubt-
ers that make it sound like the question of 
God is simple, that anyone with half a brain 
will agree with them, that people in the other 
camp are foolish and evil. 

Sometimes I get frustrated and feel that if 
I were only smarter I could figure the whole 
God-issue out beyond doubts. Smart people 
mess up as easily as the rest of us. Did you 
hear about the three men on a plane? A pilot, 
a Boy Scout, and the world’s smartest man. 
The engine fails, the plane is going down, 
and there are only two parachutes. The smart 
man grabs one. “I’m sorry about this,” he 
says, “but I’m the smartest man in the world; 
I have a responsibility to the planet,” and he 
jumps out of the plane. The pilot turns to the 
Boy Scout and speaks of how he has lived a 
long, full life and how the Boy Scout has his 
whole life in front of him. He tells the Boy 
Scout to take the last parachute and live. 
“Relax, Captain,” the Boy Scout says, “The 
world’s smartest man just jumped out of the 
plane with my backpack.” 

Our world is full of smart people jump-
ing out of planes with backpacks. One of the 
paradoxes of faith and doubt is that it is the 
ultimate intellectual challenge, yet simple 
and uneducated people may live with great 
wisdom and Ph.D.s may choose folly. 

We believe and we doubt. Believing and 
doubting share the same inevitability, but 
they are not equal. They cannot lay the same 
claim on our allegiance. They do not share 
the same power. If there are places beyond 
the insecurities of this world, doubt cannot 
take us there. Often people in devastating 
situations came to Jesus in faith and he said 
to them, “your faith has made you well, go 
in peace.” (Luke 8:48) Another translation 
puts it like this: “you took a risk trusting 
me, and now you’re healed and whole. Live 
well, live blessed.” Not bad advice for start-
ing the New Year. 

Keep the faith,

  — Pastor Greg Kemper

Pastor’s Outlook

BUS SCHEDULE
POINT LOOKOUT- 
ALL YEAR ROUND 

MONDAY–SATURDAY

L.B.             DEPARTS             P.L.

A.M.
6:45

7:45*

8:45

9:45

10:45

11:45

12:45

P.M.
1:45

2:45

3:45

4:45

5:55

6:35

7:38

A.M.
7:00

8:00

9:00

10:00

11:00

12:00

1:00

P.M.
2:00

3:00

4:00

5:00

6:00

7:00

8:00

* Denotes a L.B. Middle School 
stop on school days.

POINT LOOKOUT  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

60 FREEPORT AVENUE
Rev. Gregory Kemper, Pastor

Church Phone: 432-5990
Sunday Morning Worship: 10 AM

Nursery Care: 10:30 AM
Sunday School: 10:30 AM

(Pre-K to Grade 7)
Men’s Bible Study–Tuesdays

6–7 PM (Downstairs)
Wednesday–“Alive” Youth Group

7–9 PM for Grades 8–12
See our website for complete information

The PLCC.com

POINT LOOKOUT BRANCH  
LONG BEACH PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HOURS:
Monday 4 PM–8 PM 

Tues., Thurs., Fri. 
2 PM–6 PM 

Saturday 10 AM–2 PM

STORYTIME:
Monday 4:15 PM 

Check dates at Library

Point Lookout Library

The Point Lookout Branch of the Long 

Beach Library remains a warm and 

welcoming refuge for young and old during 

this cold winter. Mrs. Stillwaggon and Mrs. 

Condon are available to all for assistance in 

recommending and obtaining that special 

book or video or tape. The Point Lookout 

Branch may occupy a small space, but it 

is connected to the entire Nassau County 

system – you can find anything you want. 
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It is the 2nd of January, 2009, Martha and I 
are going on yet another journey next week, 
but I cannot disappoint my new editor. So, 
as the cliché goes, I take pen in hand. It is 
hard to believe that I wrote my first piece 
in the Outlook in the March-April issue of 
1973. Who would have thought that I’d be 
still doing it some 36 years later – more than 
half my life. As I have said before, it was 
Rolf Samson, Jr. who pushed me into this 
job. In fact, it was he who wrote the fishing 
club article in the January-February issue of 
1973.

I’ve always enjoyed writing, but unfortu-
nately I never learned to type or use a com-
puter. And, I also need a deadline to get to 
work. Just like in school – I was always a 
crammer. I’ve always admired columnists 
like Jimmy Breslin, Pete Hamill, Ed Lowe, 
and Maureen Dowd. And maybe subcon-
sciously, I’ve tried to copy their style. The 
difference is that they made a few bucks for 
their efforts. Once in awhile, a lady or gentle-
man will stop me on the street or at the post 
office and tell me how much they enjoyed 
something I wrote. That pumps me up pretty 
good, and makes it all worth while.

Often, my sense of humor gets me in trou-
ble. Other times, I have been known to vent, 
and I end up in the dog house. But, so be it. I 
am who I am – always up front, but far from 
perfect.

I’d like to toast four great ladies who 
kept me going all these years. First, there 
was Dorothy Wiegand (R.I.P.) who was my 
first editor, followed by Audrey Brown and 
Kathy Panzavecchia. Lastly, Martha Mellon 
Donohue whose typing and computer skills 
kept me in business. Also, best wishes to my 
new boss, Brendan Cahill, and his co-editor, 
Mary Manning, that they keep this little 
journal going for many years.

As of New Years Day, Rob Deverna is 
the new president of our fishing club and of 
course, we wish him a successful tenure in 

office. I cannot say any more about our out-
going president, George Wiesendanger, than 
I did in my last article. People are beginning 
to think that he adopted me.

Recently, George’s wife Frances, became 
ill and was rushed to the hospital by the First 
Aid and Rescue Co. of the Point Lookout-
Lido F.D. George would like to thank the 
rescue personnel for their kindness and 
competence. Thankfully, Mrs Wiesendanger 
is home and doing well.

Also, my fourth best friend, Bill Kelly of 
Freeport Ave., celebrated an important birth-
day – the big 7-Oh. His daughters, Kiki and 
Lara threw him a surprise birthday party in 
New Jersey which was a big success, and 
Bill was truly overwhelmed. Martha and I 
gave Bill a gift certificate to a local restau-
rant. A week later, Bill invited us out to din-
ner at that very same restaurant, and picked 
up the tab. It just goes to show you – Mrs. 
Donohue didn’t raise a complete dope.

The officers and members of the club send 
our condolences to our former first lady, 
Karen Clinton on the passing of her brother, 
Kevin Bach. Losing a loved one is always 
tough, but for it to occur during a joyous sea-
son, makes it even worse.

The Irish Day workers are still going 
strong at Merola’s IGA. The core guys, 
Jim Reilly, Kevin Andover (Andorfer), 
Jack Keating, Bill Kelly, Jim O’Kelly, and 
yours truly can be seen there at Eight A.M. 
on almost any morning despite the weather 
conditions. Recently, our new editor stopped 
by and picked up an application. However, 
he has one big problem – a job.

The intersection of Lido Blvd. and Bell-
more Ave. is not exactly the crossroads of 
the world but still and all many interest-
ing people do pass by. For instance, there 
is Patti, the queen of Fortunoff’s and little 
Nick. Glad to see that little Nick Cassone is 
out of the hospital and coming around. He’s 
not qualified to be a day worker, but is still 
a good guy.

As you can see – no fish stories this month, 
but in the next issue we will be able to report 
on our annual mid winter dance. Flounder 
season opens in March. See ya! 

— Roland Donohue

Veterans’ Association

The Point Lookout Veterans’ Association 

is looking to create a comprehensive and 

permanent record of all Point Lookouters, 

past and present, who served in our Armed 

Forces. If you know of anyone from this 

community who has, please send the 

information to 

P.O. Box 854  |   Point Lookout, NY 11569
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We have a new addition to our fleet thanks 
to some federal grant money. In October our 
1981 Mack Pumper was replaced by a 2008 
Sutphen Pumper. At that time we received 
word that the San Leon Fire Department 
(Texas) was in need of trucks and equipment 
after being devastated by the Gulf Coast hur-
ricanes this season. It seemed only appropri-
ate to extend our good fortune to others. 
Contact was made and our old Mack Pumper 
and several thousand feet of hose were 
donated and given new life serving the com-
munity of San Leon. Hopefully, our Mack 
will serve them as well as she has served us 
for so many years. Our Fire Police Company 
also benefited from grants that helped in the 
purchase of a new Fire Police van to replace 
the twenty year old rig they had been using.

Our Fire Prevention Committee visited the 
Pre-K in October with Fire Safety Lessons. 
Thanks to all the members who helped put 
on another great presentation. At the end of 
October, Chris Guerin, Firefighter of Rene-
gade H&L Company 2 (and my brother), was 
given a send off party as he had enlisted in 
the Marine Reserves. Over 13 weeks he went 
through basic training on Parris Island and 
graduates in late January. I would be remiss if 
I didn’t also acknowledge that our Oldest Liv-
ing Ex-Chief John Guerin will turn 90 years 
young in January. Also in October the USS 
Intrepid returned to its berth in NYC after 
a major 2 year overhaul. Bill White, an Ex-
Captain of our First Aid & Rescue Company 
and longtime resident, has lead the Intrepid 

Foundation for many years as well as oversee-
ing the restoration project and writing a book 
about his experiences. Chief Matt Thompson 
and Ex-Chief Chas Thompson attended his 
book signing in NYC and spoke to Bill, who 
said that his time in Point Lookout and in the 
Fire Department helped him through life and 
to this achievement. We wish Bill continued 
success with the Intrepid and maybe even 
higher office. 

Thankfully, we had no major emergencies 
in 2008. In November the Smokin’ Seagulls 
Drill Team attended the Nassau County Drill 
Team Captains Association Awards Dinner 
where they were honored for 4th place overall 
in New York State for total points as well as 
tied for most points in “Running Hose”. The 
team closed 2008 on a high note and looks for-
ward to the 2009 season. The weekend before 
Thanksgiving the department had its annual 
Turkey Bowl football game. This is always a 
good time for members to have a little rivalry 
and fun. A good time was had by all. 

As in past years Santa made a special visit 
to Point Lookout aboard our Tower Ladder 
on Christmas Eve to say Hi or was it Ho-
Ho-Ho? Thanks to all those who came out to 
support Santa and his “elves”. Our members 
always enjoy helping Santa around town.

In the second week of December an elec-
tion was held for Fire Commissioner. The 
Board of Fire Commissioners is a 5 member 
board of people, each serving 5 year terms 
with one up every year, that is responsible 
for providing fire protection to the residents 
of the Lido and Point Lookout Fire District. 
Tom Manning, the incumbent candidate, 
won a second 5-year term on the Board. 
Congrats to Tom. 

By the time you read this it will be mid-
February…a new president and new con-
gress will have taken office and history will 
have been made. Speaking of history, March 

1, 2009 will mark the 29th Anniversary of 
the Supreme Sacrifice made by Captain 
George D. Grant, who died protecting life 
and property in Point Lookout. We mark the 
anniversary each year with a Mass in Captain 
Grant’s honor on the first Sunday in March 
at OLMM. This year it happens to be March 
1. Although the number of fires has gone 
down , and even with all our advanced train-
ing, equipment and gear, the danger is still 
very much real. Although 2008 was quiet, as 
the new year began we had a small fire on 
Glenwood Avenue. Fortunately, the fire was 
relatively small and quickly extinguished 
without injury.

The Volunteer Fire Department has been 
a mainstay of American life for over a cen-
tury, particularly on Long Island and in our 
community. It is one of the truest forms of 
neighbors helping neighbors. We are not an 
organization separate from the community. 
We ARE the community. The issues that 
affect you affect us. We have great respect 
and appreciation for all those that donate 
whether it be time in service or during the 
fund drive or even a simple thought or prayer 
for a safe return home as our trucks go by.

We thank the community for your generos-
ity in our 2008 fund drive and look forward 
to your continued support in 2009. Please 
remember during the cold weather to ser-
vice your heating systems and to check your 
smoke/heat/carbon monoxide detector bat-
teries. We are always looking for men and 
women 18 years or older interested in EMS 
and/or firefighting. Stop by the firehouse any-
time for information. We also have a junior 
“firefighter” program for 14 to 17 year-olds 
interested in the same. Feel free to come by 
and ask questions anytime as well, as the old 
saying goes “it couldn’t hurt to ask…”. 

— Brian Guerin

As always, stay safe and “In Case of Fire or Emergency dial 742-3300” for your Fire Department.

Thursday October 16th will be our 
annual candidate’s night to which we invite 
all running for local government offices.

The Post Office Plaza construction project 
will commence in early spring and should 
take several weeks. I know that you will 

be pleased with the results and we hope to 
build on this, as funds become available, to 
enhance the streetscapes for the entire town.

Our membership is falling and I must 
admit that I am very disappointed. I was hop-
ing for an all time record after our success in 
replenishing our beach. As of this writing in 
early January we are at approximately 300 
members whereas in January of last year we 

were at 430 members.
We are looking for volunteers to serve as 

civic block captains starting this summer or 
earlier. You can always volunteer by contact-
ing us by email to: Hatu2002@msn.com, or 
snail mail to: PLCA Box 391, or in person. 

— Herb Abbe, Pres.

Civic Association News 
continued from page 1
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Welcome 2009! 
Most of us are not sorry to see 2008 pass and 
are more than ready to usher in a new year; 
a clean slate to begin life anew with hope, 
peace and prosperity. With God’s grace this 
will be that year. Happy New Year!

Many thanks to the Village Gardeners, who 
decorated the town so beautifully this holiday 
season. It’s such a festive feeling to catch 
sight of our welcoming island at Christmas 
time with Santa and his sleigh there to greet 
us. The containers filled with winter greens 
and sparkling ornaments make quite an invit-
ing atmosphere outside our stores and busi-
nesses. You make Point Lookout look lovely 
in every season and it most certainly does not 
go unnoticed. Thank you.

Don’t forget about our local businesses, 
especially in this economy. They need your 
custom more than ever and we need to sup-
port them to keep our town vital and thriv-
ing. Winter is always the hardest so let’s all 
make a commitment to “buy local”.

“Breakfast With Santa” at the Rec Hall 
was a great success this year. Kids of all ages 
got to meet the ‘Jolly Old Elf’ himself in the 
person of Joe Prinzivalli. All were well fed 
and well entertained; sufficiently geared up 
for the excitement of Christmas Eve. Thanks 
to Helen Stringer and her gang for organiz-
ing this event once again.

Christmas is the season of love, and love 
was celebrated on December 19th when 
Katie Magale and Jeremy Heneghan were 
married. The ceremony took place at the 
Point Lookout Community Church followed 
by a reception at ‘Ye Olde Firehouse’. Best 
man, Luke Heneghan was a bit confused as 
to the reason for the party – it was his eigh-
teenth birthday so he assumed the party was 
for him – but Shannon Culkin knew why she 
was there, to be maid-of-honor for her Aunt 
Katie. Congratulations to the happy couple, 
to their parents, Billy & Helen Magale and 
Kevin & Eileen Heneghan, and especially to 

baby Jamison, the light of their life. May God 
bless you with many happy years together.

There must have been something in the 
air about 50 years ago in our quiet little ham-
let. In 2008 and 2009 so many of our ‘home 
grown kids’ are turning 50 years old and so 
they decided to give themselves a grand birth-
day/reunion party! The big blast took place 
Thanksgiving weekend at ‘Ye Olde Firehouse’, 
organized by Michelle (Gee) Kennedy, Tracy 
(Carley) Nolan, Rary (Dowling) Gibson and 
Marty Sheehan. Nannette (Loweree) Castel-
lano’s DVD of pictures of the “old gang” was 
a big hit. Old friends got re-acquainted and all 
joined in with happy memories. What a great 
idea! Happy 50th Birthday to all of our Point 
Lookout Baby Boomers! 

“Never let go of hope. One day you will 
see that it all has finally come together. 
What you have always wished for has finally 
come to be. You will look back and laugh at 
what has passed and you will ask yourself... 
“How did I get through all of that?” (Author 
Unknown) 

Welcome this New Year with optimism, 
hope, humor, and the knowledge that you 
have the strength to get through anything. 
Believe in the power of positive.

Make this year your best year. 

— K. C. Panzavecchia

Morning Sun Nursery School
is now accepting newly turned  
three-year-olds for registration  

in the September 2009 program.

For more information, please call  
Judi Benz at 516 432.6333.

ATTENTION  
ALL RESIDENTS

The Nassau County  
Police Department  

will be actively enforcing  
the regulations  
pertaining to:

Walking Dogs on the Beach 
Restricted Parking 

15 MPH Speed Limit

PLEASE COOPERATE WITH  

THE NCPD TO KEEP  

OUR COMMUNITY  

SAFE AND CLEAN.

Doheny-Cea Wedding

On October 17, 2008 our own Andrew 

Doheny, son of Mr. and Mrs Thomas 

Doheny, Jr. of Bayside Drive, married Maty 

Jean Cea, the daughter of NYPD Capt. 

Robert Cea and the late Nora Cea. The 

wedding, which was held at St. Raymond’s 

Church of East Rockaway, was attended 

by many friends from the Point, who went 

on to dance the night away at Bridgeview 

in Island Park. Congratulations Andrew 

and Mary Jean!

Point Lookout  
Historical Society

Did you know that the Point Lookout 

Historical Society has its own website ? 

It does

www.pointhistorical.org. 

Please visit the archives at its Museum, 

which is located just to the east of Ye Olde 

Firehouse. They’ve been hard at work on 

restoring it. It was a community effort - 

thanks to support from the Fire District, 

the floors have been recarpeted, thanks to 

the Civic Association the walls have been 

repainted, and thanks to a large number 

of volunteers its collection has been 

reorganized, refilled, and even digitally 

scanned. The PLHS is always looking for 

material, even as a loan to copy or scan 

and return, so that it can better serve the 

community as a reference library. For more 

information, and for hours to the Archives, 

please contact its website.
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A New Year

Thursday, January 1st
Today the members of the Polar Bear 

club came by their moniker honestly. It’s 
as arctic a New Year’s Day as I can remem-
ber. Though some of us think you guys are 
insane, we have to applaud your guts.

Monday, January 5th
We are in chicken soup season. Chicken 

soup is not just good for what ails you 
(thanks, Mom), it’s good for your purse and 
especially for your palate. Fill a largish pot, 
not necessarily tin-lined copper but fairly 
solid, about 2/3 with cold water and set to 
boil. Wash a chicken inside and out, also 
any giblets or neck that come with it, but 
not the liver. (You can fry up the liver for 
an hors d’oeuvre or for tomorrow’s break-
fast, with eggs.) When we first came to the 
Point, Michael Merola reigned in the meat 
department and we had long philosophical 
discussions about many subjects in his area 
of expertise, including “Why is it so hard to 
find a stewing fowl?” “Because they are all 
bought up by Progresso and Campbell’s,” 
said Michael. These elderly birds are reputed 
to be more flavorful than fryers or roasters or 
pullets, but I don’t think it makes that much 
difference in the soup, and when it comes 
to actually eating the chicken, the younger 
birds win hands down over their stringy 
older relatives. Scrape and wash one or two 
carrots, the fat gnarly ones if possible; one 
or more stalks of celery with clean inside 
leaves; and a cut up leek with the toughest 
outer green parts removed. Cut off and wash 
the stems of a bunch of parsley. Peel and 
quarter an onion. By now the water should 
be boiling. Add the chicken and veggies to 
the pot, bring back to the boil, reduce heat 
to a simmer. Add salt - gently, you can add 
more later if you wish. Cover but leave the 
lid slightly ajar. Simmer for an hour or so. 
Now the bird should be tender and the soup 
wonderful - if too intense, you can dilute 
with water, to taste. Remove the parsley 
stems. Skin the chicken or not, your call. 
Divide into two or three (freezable) portions 
if you don’t need it all for one dinner.

Now the fun part, the variations. For avgo-
lemone, or Greek style, add 2 or 3 T of orzo 

to the broth and simmer till al dente; beat an 
egg with lemon juice and zest and minced 
parsley and stir in. For mulligatawny, or 
Indian style, add a handful of rice to the sim-
mering broth. In a saucepan melt 2 T butter, 
lightly saute a cut-up onion and diced apple. 
Add 1 T of flour and a heaping teaspoon or 
two of curry powder to make a roux. (I’m 
not a purist about cumin, cardomom, chiles, 
etc.; Madras curry in the yellow can is 
fine by me.) Stir in hot chicken broth. Add 
milk, cream or (yum) coconut milk, and the 
chicken of course, and there you have it.

Thursday, January 8th
It’s not horrifically cold, but there’s a 

wild west wind whipping up the whitecaps 
(couldn’t resist all those w’s) and our gor-
geous fine sand is flying as high as knee-level 
towards the Inlet. Good-bye, sand. The high 
tide line looked to be close to the hurricane 
fencing. The second line of dunes on the sea-
ward side, now neatly planted with sea grass, 
is a lifesaver for the town. But, I thought, in 
this economic climate, we can’t expect any 
more state funding for replenishment.

Then I spoke with Ron Masters, TOH’s 
Commissioner of Conservation and Water-
ways. I learned that we already have in 
hand, thanks to State Senator Dean Skelos, 
the money to build our very own dredge. 
We’ll be the only community in the state 
to have this equipment. There is in hand a 
contractual agreement between the TOH and 
the dredge builder. It’s estimated that it will 
take a year to build the dredge and that it 
will begin operations in 2010. It is intended 
to dredge 40,000 to 50,000 square yards 
of sand a year from the northeast corner 
of Point Lookout, where the sand has been 
accumulating in the Inlet, to be redistributed 
on the shores of Civic and Middle Beach. 
This sand is part of our littoral zone, washed 
away by waves and blown away by winds 
like today’s, and therefore we have the right 
to redistribute it. While this is a sand-only 
project, Commissioner Masters’ department 
has been stockpiling stone in case the long-
discussed jetty project ever comes to pass. 
Yes, one day the economy will come back. 
Meanwhile, we can be mightily pleased with 
what we’re getting.

My column - which will now run less reg-
ularly - will continue to focus on what it says 
in the headline: the beach - its delights, its 

conservation, the dangers it presents to our 
community when it’s in a bad mood - and the 
dangers of the mitigation of those threats, 
such as: If you accept outside money to nour-
ish or harden the beach - from the town, the 
county, the state, the feds - you are agreeing 
to give them some degree of control, such as 
possible broad public access to our beaches. 
If you accept money, from whatever source, 
to enhance the ballpark at the east end of the 
Point, you no longer control who comes in 
to play, or to watch and cheer. This may be 
good or not good; it does need to be pointed 
out. The flashing of money can blind us to 
potential problems, such as increased auto-
mobile traffic. When change impinges our 
beach or our environment, I feel it’s my gad-
fly mandate to point it out. Naturally, I’m 
much happier to air good news.

As we try to navigate the stormy seas of 
the current economy as well as the unknown 
perils of climate change, let's keep hoping 
that our little corner of Paradise will sur-
vive, by husbanding our wonderful natural 
resources and our togetherness as a com-
munity for everyone's best interests. A good 
new year to all.

— Ruth Fenner Barash

Dr. Harry Briffel
Dr. Meyanne Briffel
OPTOMETRISTS

Professional 
Vision Care and 

Eye Exams

Comprehensive 
Contact Lens 

Services

Fashion, Sport 
And 

Sun Eyewear

Consults For 
Laser Vision 
Correction

612 E. Park Ave. 
Long Beach, NY 

431-3838 
by appointment
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In 1944 the Doxsee Brothers, Bob Doxsee 
Sr., and Spence Doxsee, formed a partner-
ship with Ted Rauscher, and the Hogstrom 
Brothers. On my website, Bob Doxsee.com, 
click on Long Island Sea Clam Company. 
The very first icon tells of the partnership 
of the five men and the formation of Long 
Island Sea Clam Company. The second icon 
is a picture of Fred Snow and the third is a 
letter from Fred Snow to Sportsman Fish 
Company, AKA Gus and Ellis Hogstrom, 
cementing a promising business relationship 
and the launching of an industry. Go to the 
home page and click on “ORIGINS OF THE 
SURF CLAM INDUSTRY”. In it, Jim West-
man of the N.Y. Conservation Dept. details 
the origins of the industry in its early days 
including Fred Snow, the Hogstrom Broth-
ers and Long Island Sea Clam Co.

Let’s back up to 1943. I was twelve years 
old. My father, Bob Doxsee Sr., took me 
to Sportsman Ave., Freeport, to Gus Hog-
strom’s place. It was a two story frame 
building fronting right on the sidewalk and 
backing up on the canal. The first thing I 
saw when we exited the car was about four 
or five old bay men shucking clams in the 
garage. Gus and Elsie’s living quarters were 
on the second floor while the garage area 
was on the ground level. They were using 
ordinary table knives to open the clams with, 
the handle built up with rubber tape. It was 
very primitive. The shells would go back in 
the burlap bags to be stacked around the out-
side of the building. When the boats came 
in, live clams would be stacked there and the 
bags of shell loaded aboard the boats to be 
dumped at sea. Five bushels of live clams 
would be wheeled in at a time and five bags 
of shells brought out. 

Mounted on legs was a cylinder or drum 
about eighteen inches in diameter made with 
a sort of chicken wire material into which 

about ten or fifteen pounds of clams were 
deposited. A crank handle was attached to 
one end of the cylinder. One man would 
rotate the cylinder and another wash the 
clam meat with water from a garden hose. 
The clams were then put in wooden barrels 
and iced as described in Fred’s letter. No 
plastic bags in those days. Then they were 
shipped to Maine by Railroad Express. 

My most lasting impression of that visit 
was the click clack sound of clam shells 
dropping on each other as the shuckers let 

them fall into the bag. I was to hear that 
sound many, many times in my future.

Ted lived across and down the street. 
Later he moved up to Long Beach Avenue, 
also in Freeport.

Snow Canning Co. was looking for a 
steady supply of clams but the Hogstroms 
could not supply it from that location. 
Besides, they were probably in violation of 
every village, town and county code in the 

book. But it was wartime and the country 
needed protein. 

It was decided to form a partnership and 
move the operation to our place in Point 
Lookout on Reynolds’ Channel. Sam Bowers’ 
Bar and Grill next door was purchased and a 
shed roof connected the two buildings. One 
memorable day is embedded in my mind. We 
were living in Point Lookout, next door to the 
fish house; Pop and Spence were still fishing 
then. Old Man MacPhee, the contractor, was 
framing the roof between the two buildings. 

He shouted something to me about the war 
but I did not know what he was talking about. 
I found out when I got to school. 

It was that never to be forgotten day, THE 
SIXTH OF JUNE, 1944.

We started shucking that August. The fol-
lowing month, the hurricane of 1944 wiped 
out all of our fish traps, relegating Bright Eye 

continued on page 13 
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If you currently purchase flood insurance, 
issued under the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP, administered by FEMA 
under the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity), odds are that within the next year or 
two your annual premium will increase sig-
nificantly – somewhere between three and 
six times the current rate – even for those 
grandfathered under the current pricing 
structure. Although the amount of cover-
age for structural damage will not change, 
contents coverage is being eliminated; and 
would have to be purchased separately.

Not surprisingly, most, if not all, of Point 
Lookout lies in flood risk areas called Spe-
cial Flood Hazard Zones (SFHZs). From an 
insurance perspective, each zone is assigned 
actuarially assessed risk, which dictates its 
respective premium amounts. The various 
zones are identifiable on a local Flood Insur-
ance Rate Map (FIRM). In addition, FIRMs 
include Base Flood Elevations, water flow 
and drainage patterns and areas that must 
be kept free of encroachment to discharge 
floodwaters, called floodways. Currently, 
the community’s SFHZs are being redefined; 
their assigned risks reassessed; and the local 
FIRM re-charted, all of which will impact 

the future of our NIFP premiums.
An obvious question is:
Have the zones and respective risks been 

reassessed properly and the resulting map 
re-charted accurately for Point Lookout?

As noted in FEMA’s Answers to Questions 
About the NFIP, “FEMA determines flood 
risk through the use of all available infor-
mation for each community.” Among other 
information, this includes Nassau County 
topographic data, adopted to delineate flood-
plain boundaries, and flood gauge statistics.

It is incumbent upon those living in and 
involved with the community to review the 
underlying data for completeness and accu-
racy; examine the revised FIRM; and chal-
lenge the assessed risks and proposed rates.

In addition to their FIRM revisions and 
insurance implications, new FEMA rules 
and regulations will significantly impact 
local zoning, variance and building codes 
affecting future construction, renovation and 
architecture in Point Lookout. For example, 
on a total renovation or construction of a 
new house, the first habitable floor may have 
to be constructed as much as one story above 

Environment

continued on page 12 
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Our First Issue
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grants were used to purchase protective 
firefighting gear for over 50 firefighters, a 
thermal imaging camera, various training 
materials and equipment, and a brand new 
state of the art Pumper to replace a 20 year 
old Engine. In addition, we received grant 
money from Assemblyman Harvey Weisen-
berg and Senator Dean Skelos that enabled 
the Fire District to purchase a new Fire 
Police vehicle. In 2007, the Fire District 
replaced a 1975 Mack Tower Ladder with a 
new Sutphen Tower Ladder. The cost of the 
new truck was over $850,000. The Board 
of Fire Commissioners anticipated the high 
cost of replacing our older apparatus, and 
had planned for the future, putting annual 
funds into a capital reserve account for 
many years. Consequently, when the time 
came, we were able pay for this truck with-
out floating a bond or incurring any addi-
tional cost to the taxpayers.

In October 2008 we were able to help 
another community in need. San Leon, 
Texas is a beachfront community of 4,300 
residents, very similar to ours, located on 
the Gulf of Mexico, just outside of the city 
of Galveston. San Leon was devastated dur-
ing Hurricane Ike this fall. (Go to www.
sanleontexas.com) Their Fire Station and all 
their emergency vehicles were heavily dam-
aged or destroyed in the storm. Through the 
efforts of Ex-Chief Denis Collins and the 
Board of Fire Commissioners, we donated 
the Engine that we are replacing and sent it 
to San Leon. The old Engine will serve its 
new community in Texas well as San Leon 
starts to rebuild from the aftermath of one 
of the most powerful hurricanes to hit the 
United States in many years.

The current Fire Commissioners of the 
Lido-Point Lookout Fire District are Tom 
Manning, Steven Weitz, Andrew Richter, 
Chas Thompson and Pete Zaccaria. Meetings 
are held the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month at 7:30pm in Fire Headquarters in Point 
Lookout. All residents are invited to attend. 

— Chas Thompson 

Fire District Update 
continued from page 1
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References Available

Tel: 516-223-5300 • Fax: 516-623-6849

GEORGE J. HACKETT, JR. 
INSURANCE AGENCY

Fire-Life-Bonds-Marine-Auto 
Homeowners-Health 

Personal and Corporate Programs
720-Sunrise Highway • P.O. Box 522 

Baldwin, New York 11510
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street level, potentially eliminating living 
space and design options.

It may be comforting to know NFIP poli-
cies will cover both building and personal 
property, including, but not limited to, 
the structure’s frame, foundation, internal 
workings such as its plumbing and electrical 
systems, personal belongings and home fur-
nishings. Within fairly well defined limits, 
coverage also pertains to certain valuables, 
attached and detached garages, crawl spaces 
and basements, and the contents stored 
therein. Debris removal is also included. 
Uninsured losses may include: damages 
caused by avoidable moisture, mold and 
mildew; destroyed valuables, luxuries and 
investments; outside property, furnishings 
and belongings; temporary living expenses; 
financial loss due to business interruption; 
and most self-propelled vehicles.

Although federally sponsored flood insur-
ance is being made available within par-
ticipating communities such as the Town of 
Hempstead and coverage is recommended, 
government is not requiring local residents to 
purchase it. However, it should be noted that 
those grandfathered for purchasing early and 
continuous coverage will be charged lower 
future premiums than those waiting and 
opting to purchase coverage at a later date. 
However, corporations providing mortgages 
or home loans or federally regulated lenders 
and government sponsored enterprises (such 
as Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae) will cer-
tainly require purchasing flood coverage.

Environment 
continued from page 8

Tim and Jessica Carey recently became 

proud parents with the arrival of their 

daughter, Jane Anne Carey, born in New 

York on January 15. Jane will join the rest 

of the children and grandchildren of Ed 

and Moreen Carey of Mineola Avenue this 

summer at the beach. Congratulations and 

welcome, Jane!
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Fish Company to the history books. From 
that point on, to the end of World War Two, 
we had twenty-two boats landing clams at 
out dock, fifty shuckers, and a plethora of 
other workers. We shucked and packed up to 
eighteen hundred bushels of clams per day 
and Snow Canning wanted more. The clams 
went out and the money came in. It was a 
great relationship.

Fred Snow was a self made man and very 
extroverted to say the least. In his younger 
days he was a bricklayer. His night job was 
digging soft clams out on the mud flats. His 
wife, Cora, would go with him and hold the 
lantern. One night, Cora fell face down in 
the mud. “That’s it”, she exclaimed. “Either 
you make clamming your full time occupa-
tion, or give it up. “ That’s how the F. H. 
Snow Canning Company was born. Fred 
Snow loved horses. He owned several. I 
remember one trotter named Television. He 
told Cora that he wanted to build the track at 
Scarborough Downs. He said he would do 
anything she wanted. He thought she would 
say a trip to Hawaii. Instead she said “Any-
thing?’ Fred said “Yes”. “Alright then, “she 
said, “I want you to go to church with me.” 
Fred thought the roof might fall in.

After the war, sales fell off and clams were 
becoming scarce. Pop, Spence and Ted bought 
Gus and Ellis out. They moved to Criehaven, 
a Down East island well off the Maine Coast 
also known as “The Island of Lobsters.” 
They went lobstering and I heard somewhere 
that Elsie became Postmaster. I would work 
on Saturdays in the processing line and Ted 
was my boss. One winter Saturday a big old 
deserted building, Savage’s Hotel, caught 
on fire and, of course, I had to be there. Ted 
was very unhappy with me. Over time, Ted 
developed a strong connection with the Snow 
family. When Snow expanded their operation 
to South Jersey, Ted decided to make the 
move. He was one of the founders of today’s 
mammoth surf clam industry. Borden owned 
Snows for a while. Then it was owned by a 
company called Castleberry. Now it is part of 
Bumble Bee Tuna.

I see Fred Snow’s son, Harold, every now 
and then and we exchange cards. We go 
back a long way. 

— Bob Doxsee

Bayside  continued from page 7

Free Delivery to Pt. Lookout



January – February 2009The Community OutlookPage 14

For the past couple of months, thanks to the 
generosity of the Point Lookout Historical 
Society, and in preparation of taking over the 
editing of this publication, I’ve been reading 
past issues from the sixty-one year history of 
The Community Outlook. It’s been a strange, 
even emotional, experience, much as if one 
spent the day in the attic, reading old let-
ters and looking at old photos. In one issue 
I noted, in a rollicking ‘About Folks’ article, 
the birth of my cousins, Edward Carey and 
Matthew Driscoll, along with Christine 
Kronbickler and Maureen (Reenie) Dowl-
ing (as with houses, a Point Lookout born 
person is perpetually identified by their 
original name, although it should be grudg-
ingly noted that Maureen is now married and 
known as Reenie O’Sullivan). In an Outlook 
from 1968 - on the front page, no less - it 
is reported that my father became a member 
of the Civic Association. In 1956, junior col-
umnist Val Steffins gave a thrilling account 
of what seems like an incredibly successful 
party that my mother, home from college, 
threw in her family’s house on Glenwood 
Avenue and which ended up, as so many 
things do in Point Lookout, at a previous 
incarnation of the Bay House. It’s always 
the little things.

I read about the fire at Savage’s Hotel and 
the renovation of the Community Church, 
the opening of Chicolino’s bar, and, later, 
its closing. I saw the advertisements for the 
long gone Stanley Whyte’s Hardware Store, 
the Lookout Tap Room, the Long Beach 
Bowl, Hoolahan Brothers Painting, Brown 
Brothers’ Lobster Company. The lives of our 
town are measured out – births, marriages, 
deaths. One columnist notes with relief the 
return of young Matt Boyle from Vietnam. 
Another writes of the death of a child, my 
friend Timmy Brown, due to a speeding 
car. Names that I haven’t seen since thirty 

years, or that I’ve heard only in conversa-
tion with some of the “old-timers”, parade 
before me, young, alive, happy, healthy 
and civic-minded. Four threads seem to be 
with us throughout – About Folks, the Fire 
Department, the Fishing Club, and the Civic 
Association news. Sometimes they even talk 
about the same thing, but all have their own 
special viewpoint. It’s the informal history 
of this town.

There has been a decades long struggle 
to try to create, or maintain, a better com-
munity. There are the physical plans – the 
opening of the Point Lookout library, the 
laying of cement walkways at the beach, the 
beautification projects, and the temporary 
victories and failures against beach erosion 
and illegal parking. Much more important, 
however, is what parents and neighbors did 
for one another and for their children –  the-
ater groups and movie nights,  local Boy 
Scout and Girl Scout troupes,  the steady 
pastoral outreach of the Community Church 
and Our Lady of Miraculous Medal. We are 
especially thankful today for all those who 
spent time working to improve our lives and 
our community.

I can imagine that some of those school 
board and Civic meetings were as lively 
as today’s, and voices were raised and 
doors slammed, but you can’t read it in the 
archives. You can, however, read the implied 
accusation in this remarkable headline 
from 1968, “Board Ups Water Rates 33%. 
145,000 Affected…2 Protest”. You can read, 
in a 1970 article entitled, - and I do not make 
this up - “Young People Are Great”, how 
young Eddie Randolph, Jr., out sailing one 
fine October Sunday, saved the lives of four 
boaters who had capsized.

The Community Outlook aims to be a 
record for what our community does today. 
Please send us your news, send us your let-

ters, send us ideas for future columns. We 
want to reflect the needs of our beautiful 
town. In future issues we will include pro-
files of neighbors and reports on what our 
politicians are doing for us. We are always 
looking for contributions from local photog-
raphers, artists, and writers. The Community 
Outlook is a free publication, and relies on 
your generosity. Even in this difficult year, 
please try to send in something to help defray 
the cost of printing and mailing. 

I look forward to seeing you all around 
town.

— Brendan Cahill
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The Second Mile Man
“Point Lookout Welcomes the School 
Ship Harvey Gamage” appeared in 
the May-June 2001 edition of the 
Point Lookout Community Outlook. 
The article related the rendezvous at 
sea of the Fishing Vessel Day Star 
and the School Ship Vessel Harvey 
Gamage, three miles off Jones Inlet. 

The Top Sail Schooner Gamage was 
completing a nine week, three thousand 
mile Sea Education cruise from Key 
West, Florida to Mystic, Connecticut 

and was making a port of call in Point Lookout.

Aboard Day Star was my good and loved friend, Ed Randolph. A 
true Renaissance Man; Ed was a loving husband, father, and grandfa-
ther, boat builder, ocean sailor, proud U.S. Navy veteran and master 
craftsman. He loved the sea and that memorable day, April 24th, 2001, 
was as special to him as it was to us. Ed’s wonderful laugh can be heard 
on the videotape. To access it, go to my website “bobdoxsee.com” and 
click on the video section.

Ed was born May 7th, 1925 and was lost to us on December 9th, 
2008. There are few if any people that knew Ed who could not say 
he gave them a helping hand at a difficult time. He truly lived the 
Golden Rule. Scripture tells us: “If a man asks you to walk a mile 
with him, walk with him two”. 

Ed Randolph was that Second Mile Man. 

— Bob Doxsee

Obituaries

Ed Randolph

Fr. Joseph Kelly, S.J. 
In early December, as our thoughts 
turned from Thanksgiving to Christ-
mas, we learned of the passing of 
Fr. Joseph Kelly, S.J.. Fr. Kelly’s 
career as a Jesuit was long and var-
ied – his life and education in Ire-
land and Chicago, his decades of 
work at St. Peter’s College in New 
Jersey, the twenty years he spent at 
St. Malachy’s, the “Actor’s Church” 
of Manhattan. His was a productive 
and generous life, one which affected 
many people in many places. I would 

like to think, however, that Point Lookout was his refuge, the place 
he felt most at home and at ease. Father Kelly’s Point Lookout life 
was outgoing and active– biking around town, swimming in the 
ocean, sitting with the Comerford clan on the beach, having dinner 
at the Lazy Pelican. You often found him in Our Lady of the Miracu-
lous Medal Church – he preached to, baptized, married, and buried 
generations of our town – but it always struck me that his ministry 
was spent beyond the church walls, wherever those in need sought 
him out. 

A capacity crowd filled the massive St. Aedan’s Church in Jersey 
City to say farewell to Fr. Kelly. The Rev. Joseph O’Hare, S.J., gave a 
stirring and thoughtful eulogy, portions of which are quoted below:

“We all have different images of God, and they reflect who we 
are and what we aspire to be. The God in whom Joe believed was 
a generous God, faithful and forgiving, summoning us to be better 
than we are, of course, but never deserting us no matter how often 
we fall short of who we want to be. There was nothing small or vin-
dictive about Joe’s image of God, even as there was nothing small or 
vindictive about Joe. Joe considered it a blasphemy to reduce God 
to a relentless accountant, as the self-righteous sometimes do. And 
Joe recognized that self-righteousness was the occupational hazard 
of religious people, and his own confident religious faith was never 
compromised by the insinuation of righteousness.

Father Joe Kelly’s pastoral genius was rooted in his enthusiasm for 
life and friendship, but there was nothing pollyannish or naïve about 
his understanding of people. He recognized our human foibles, large 
and small, serious and silly; he laughed at some, regretted others, but 
never in my experience turned his back on those who disappointed 
him and were the victims of their own mischief.

Now Joe has gone home, home to the God he believed in with a faith 
that was constant and generous, the God whose surprises delighted Joe 
and whose fidelity consoled him. In the Father’s house there are many 
mansions, John’s Gospel tells us, and we might wonder what kind of 
house was reserved for Joe. Somehow I think it must be a house that 
welcomes friends, a place where good stories can be told, and a decent 
wine can be served from Joe’s select cellar. 

Go in peace, my friend, until we meet again.”

Fr. Joseph Kelly, S.J. 
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